Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



lcj3yi|^H 




1 




















HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




^.•B3En7 




BOUGHT WITH INCOME 
FROM THE BEQUEST OF 

HENRY ULLIE PIERCE 

OF BOSTON 













I 

r 



(X)NTKI13UTI0NS TO A HISTORY 



OF THK 



CISTERCIAN HOUSES 



OF 



DEVON. 



MY 

- ^ • ■ '■ 

J. BROOKING ROWE. 

FELLOW OP THK POCIRTT OP AMTiaUARIKJl ; 

PELLOW OF TIIK LINNKAN 80CIKTT ; 

MF.MBKR OF THE ROYAL ARCUAOI.OUIC (L INSTITUTE OK ORKAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND; 

UONURARY MKMBKR OP THK ROYAL INSTITUTION OP CORNWALL', 

AUTHOR OP '*A FAUNA OP DEVON;" 

"THE RCCLX8IA8TICAL BISTORT OP OLD PLYMOUTH ;" 

ETC. ETC. 



PLYMOUTH : 
W. BKENDON AND SON, 26, GEORGE STREET. 

1878. 



C-6 H t 



I / 





■h . ill I , • 



DEC 17 f901 



!■■■..: \^ •• 




I > 



.-. ' 



K \i U A T A 



pHffc 5, para^aph 6, last lino, for *' among' read in. 
„ 30, for Sir Gcor^f; Auguatus •* Iloathtiold" rcwid Sir Gc-orprc An;riiK!iis 
Eliott. 

8o, paragraph 123, lino 12, for ** Hishop" rwid Abbot. 
lOr), „ U3, „ 4, for" Erno" road />»«-. 

123, „ 179, „ 1, for" Churstowe" read 6'A/<nA*^/w*. 

Ul, „ 205, „ r>, for •• M *' nad Z^. 

142, line 5, for **horti8" road host is. 
142, „ 6, for " Trivaruut " read JnnvM/ir 



\ '■ 



1 \' 






NOTE. 



The following papers are reprinted from the Transactions 
of the Devonshire Association. Referring to an observation 
in paragraph 2, page 4, as I arranged my materials, I found 
it unnecessary to carry out my original intention of giving 
a concise history of each Abbey, as by so doing I should 
have been repeating to a great extent what is already in 
print. Buckland and Buckfast I have treated somewhat 
fully. What I have said of Newenham is only additional 
to the collections of Mr. Davidson, and the whole may be 
considered as supplementary to the works of Dugdale and 
Oliver, and may be of assistance to the author who at some 
future period undertakes to WTite a full history of these 
religious houses, the inmates of which did so much to make 
our county a good land — a land of wheat and of barley, of 
flocks and of herds. 
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CISTERCIAN HOUSES OF DEVON. 



INTRODUCTORY, 



I. 
BUCKLAND. 



THE 



CISTERCIAN HOUSES OF DEVON. 



1. Wb have in this county (for although Thomcombe was 
in 1842 made a part of Dorsetshire, I include Ford Abbey as 
belonging to Devon) examples both of the earliest and latest 
foundations of the Cistercian order of monks. 

Always excepting the most valuable work of the late Dr. 
Oliver, little attention has been hitherto paid to the monastic 
institutions and ruins of the county. Perhaps this neglect 
has arisen from the unfortunate state of decay into which 
nearly all the buildings have fallen. Devonshire seems to 
have suflFered more than any other part of England, and cannot 
be said to possess any monastic ruin of importance, and there 
is none perhaps except Partington and Ford, in which the 
existing remains give any idea of its former architectural 
glories. And yet Devonshire possessed upwards of thirty re- 
ligious houses, some of the first importance, and ranking among 
the noblest in England. The bare mention of the great Bene- 
dictine monasteries of Exeter and Tavistock, the Gluniac 
house at Barnstaple, the five abbeys of the Cistercians dis- 
tributed over the county, and last, but by no means least, the 
Augustinian Priory of Plympton, to say nothing of the 
numerous smaller establishments of the preaching orders and 
friars, will show how much of interest there is in the investi- 
gation of the subject 

2. Unfortunately, the task is not easy ; and to work out 
properly the history of even one of these, requires an amount 
of time which few are able, and still fewer willing, to devote. 
But even by a person whose time is much occupied, and with 
whom the labour is one of love, a something can be accom- 
plished; and I think that a concise history of each house. 
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embracing all the known facts of interest conoetfted with it, 
such SB I am about to endeavour to gtve, will be of some 
little use. I propose to give a sliort history of each of the 
Cistercian abbeys from its fouudation to its fall, to reft-r 
briefly to the various abbots, to enumerate the possessions of 
the monks, and their holders after the dissolution, and to 
describe from personal examination such of the building as 
remain. And without giving in every particular my authoritie:*, 
I may say that 1 have consulted every author who has touched 
upon the subject, from the ponderous folios of Oliver and 
Dugdale and Polwhele, and the less unwieldy quartos of Pole, 
Prince, and Lysons, down to the nmre concise but not-to-be 
despised pages of the traveller's haud-book and the local 
guide, and even to the magazine article and the newspaper 
par^raph. 

'S. But before proceeding to the, special subject of each 
abbey, it will be convenient to consider briefly, by way of 
introduction, the history of the order, the objects its members 
had in view in its formation, and their rule of life, and also to 
refer to the buildings, and to show how they were especially 
constructed to meet the wants of the community. 

4 As ia well known to those who have looked into the 
history of the monastic orders, the Cistercian sprang in tlio 
eleventh century from the Benedictine order, and had its rise 
in an attempt to abridge the luxury and put an end to the 
worldly spirit which then pervaded monastic life. 

5. In 1098 a few monks of the Abbey of Molesme, in the 
diocese of Langres, took counsel, ajid resolved to endeavour 
to stem the tide, and leaving their own monasteiy, wandered 
forth under the leadership of their abbot Robert, and settled 
down m a desert spot about fifteen miles south of Dijon, and 
on St. Benedict's tky laid the foundation of that famous oiiler 
which in its day and generation exercised such an important 
influence throughout Europe, which sent forth so many me» 
distinguished for their piety and their learning, which gave 
to the church many a pope and bishop, which in less than a 
century possessed nearly two thousand monasteries, each and 
for many a year the centre of a life of self-denial, piety, 
frugality, and industry, each spreading around it an atmos- 
phere of well-directed labour, each exercising an influence felt, 
at least in England, perhaps even to the present day. 

6. Although Alberic and Stephen Harding (the latter an 
Englishman, and one of the West Country, a native of Sher- 
borne), who succeeded Eobert in the government of the 
newly-established order, did much in laying down the linea 
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which were to be the rules for future guidance, neither were 
very succeaaful in iuduulug others to follow their example in 
living a life of such austerity as they proposed. But Harding 
was comforted by the vision vouchsafed to him of a great 
multitude washing their white robes in a fountain, which he 
took to be an assurance that hia labours would one day be 
rewarded. ItAvas not until the great St, Kematd. who in 
my with thirty companions had knocked at the gate 
and obtained admissioa to Citeaux, had joined the monks, 
that tlie order, in spite of the criticisms, the scoffs, and the 
jealousies of its brethren, began to grow in popular favour. 
From that time the vision of Stephen Harding began to be 
fulfilled, and soon the poor buildings of Cistercium were too 
small to accommodate those who applied for leave to enrol 
themselves among the ranks of the new brotherhood. 

7. Before the Heformiition it is estimated that the order 

? assessed about 36UIJ houses, 109 of which were in England, 
lie first founded in this country was that of Waverley, in 
Surrey, in 1129; and one of the earliest was that of Buckfast- 
leigh, in this county. 

8. What were the objects which these men set before 
them I What was it that gave them such a reputation ? 
What was it that made men exclaim that the whole church 
was full of their high reputation and opinion of their sanctity 
as it were with the odour of some divine balsam, and there 
is no country or province wherein tliis vine loaded with 
blessings has not sjiread its branches ? ' An endeavour to 
answer these q^uestions would be out of place here, as it 
would necessitate an investigation, not only into the causes 
which moved the founders of the order to separate them- 
selves from their former associates in the religious life, but 
also to consider the history of the time, and the social and 
political stat£ of the people in the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries. Brieily, however, it would seem that the seci'et 
was in the unquestionable sincerity and honesty of purpose 
which characterized the order in its early days, in the self- 
sacrilice shown, and the labours to which the monks gave 
themselves up ; in their appealing by their simple mode of 
life to the feelings of the lower classes, and in their avoid- 
ance of Uie ease and luxury which even then was too fre- 
quently a scandal and a blot on the religious life. 

9. lu the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth centuries, the 
lot of the Cistercian monk was a hard one. The rules drawn 
up by Harding in his Carta carilatis, the Charter of Love, were 

• Cardinal de Vitiy. Fox, p. 29^. 
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atrictly enforced, and it must have required no small confi- 
ileiice in bis powers of endurance when the novioe took the 
vowB binding him for life to the austeritiea of the order. 
The monasteries were situated in such secluded spots as to 
render any intercourse with tlie outside world difficult The 
foodoftheinmates was of the plainest kind, silence was rigidly 
enforced, communication was carried on within the walla 
mainly by aigna, the fratry or day-room had no fireplace, 
and was exposed to the rigour of the weather, one end being 
lefl open to the air ; and when the poor monk, after perchance 
his aupjjer of fruit and herbs, sought his dormitory, the cold 
night air played about his hard couch, admitted by the slits 
in the long wall, unglazed and unshuttered, which served as 
windows. The stranger or wayfarer was welcomed and hospi- 
tably treated, but he was not allowed to enter the refectory or 
cloister. Luxury, ease, and the ordinary comforts of life were 
I'rowned upon, and for a long time banished. Labour and 
prayer, prayer and labour, alone occupied the thoughts of the 
Cistercian. 

10. They were the farmers proper of the monastic orders. 
While other communities had their mills and granges mainly 
for their own use, and the use of those about them, the Cister- 
cian made agriculture his business, and sent the products of 
liis land forth for the use of the outer world. It is somewhat 
difficult to realiiie the scale on which farming was conducted 
on the estates of a great Cistercian abbey. I think our 
Devonshire liouses were small in comparison with those in 
other parts of the country ; but when we recollect that a 
Continental one had soon afl^r its foundation 10,000 sheep, 
1,000 goats, 2,000 pigs, 500 cows, 200 mares, and 100 horses, 
we can easily understand that extensive buildings were re- 
quired, and a large staff necessary for the conduct of such a 
business, llow then was the labour accomplished ? Not by 
the monks ; for they were few in number. 

1 1, In every Cistercian house were two classes — the monks 
proper and the converai, tlie masters and the servants. Both 
classes took the vows ; but the lives of the conversi were spent 
mainly in labour upon the farms and other menial work, per- 
forming such religious dnties only as might be reasonably 
expected from lay folk, who had to obtain their livelihood by 
the sweat of their brow. ThL'y were the poorest of the poor, 
and often the vilest ; and many sought the convent when no 
other door was open to them, and death stared them in the 
face. Taken in hand then by the monks, compelled to earn 
their bread, they soon became useful, and the outcast of 
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society found in the Church a shelter denied him by tlie 
world. The number of monks proper was comparatively 
small ; the eonverai were Damemus. At Clairvaux it seems 
that preparation was made for about 35U ; and at Fountains 
Mr. Sharpe calculated that 200 could be accommodated. 
Where were such niimbera housed! Mr, Sharpe answers 
this question very satisfactorily, and to his recently -publisHeil 
books on the subject of Cistercian architecture I must refer 
all interested in the general subject. I will, however, brielly 
indicate the ordinary features of the arrangements of tlio 
buildings. 

12. In the first place, the church was to be provided. 
This, according to the rules, was always to be in the form of 
a, cross, and dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, The choir, or 
more properly chancel, was of small dimensions ; no Lady 
chapel; but chapels are frequently found in the transepts. 
The tower was low. There were to be no representations of 
the human figure. Stained glass was forbidden ; pictures and 
organs were not allowed ; but as time crept on these rules 
were neglected, and the Cistercian church in its architecture 
became less severe. It would seom tiiat the rule was, that 
the church should be on the north, and the other buildings 
on the south ; hut we shall find that there were exceptions 
to this. Supposing ourselves leaving the church on the 
south side through the transept, we should have on the east 
the chapter- house, and on the west the cast walk of the 
cloister, and beyond the fratry or day-room of tlie monks, 
over which would be their scriptorium and dormitory, con- 
nected by a flight of steps with the church. Turning to the 
west, we should enter the south walk of the cloister, and have 
on our left hand successively the kitchen, refectory, and oftices, 
and following the same walk, leaving the western arcade on 
our right, we should enter that part of the building, the special 
home of the servants of the monastery, to which Mr, Sharpe 
has happily given the name of the Domus Conversomm. In 
the greater monasteries this was sometimes 300 feet long. 
Those who know Fountains will doubtless recollect the noble 
vaulted building which is foolishly called the cloister, mea- 
suring about this length. This is the Domus Conversorura, 
and over it was the dormitory of the couversi, 

13, You will see from Mr. Sharpe's model plan, given in 
the first part of his work, that access was thus easily gained 
to the church by all. It was divided, probably by means 
of wooden partitions, for the use of, firstly, the monks, who 
look the east end ; secondly, the couversi, who used the 
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aisles and the laat bays of the nave ; thirdly, the outsiders, 
the inhabitants of the adjoining villages and others, to whom 
waa allotted the centre of the nave. 

14 Hills and highlands were always avoided in the selec- 
tion of a site for an abbey. The Cistercian's habitation was 
far from the haunts of men ; in a valley, and as far as possible 
in the narrowest part of it, and close to a river, the settlement 
was made; and in such a situation in many a fertile spot 
throughout England the farmer-monk made his home. In 
five of such localities in our fair county, members of the 
order, at varying intervals, took up their abode. The earliest 
house was founded in 1137, only nine years after the first — 
that of Waverley, in Surrey — was planted in England ; and 
the remaining four were established at different times — one 
in the twelfth, and the other three in the thirteenth century. 
While we can boast one of the first, we can also claim one 
of the latest in Enfjland. The one I am now about to speak 
of is the last fouuded, 

15. The Abbey of Buckland was founded by Amicia, the 
mother of Isabella, wife of William de Fortze, Earl of Albe- 
marle, a lady connected with both those great families which 
had shown such love for the Cistercian, which had done so 
much to extend his order, and which had endowed it with so 
many rich possessions, lialdwin Earl of Devon had founded 
Quarr, in the Isle of Wight ; and William le Gros, Earl of 
Albemarle, had founded tlie Abbeys of Meaux and Vallia 
Dei, both for the Cistercians, besides houses for other orders ; 
and we may conjecture that it was the consideration of what 
had been done by her ancestors and the ancestors of her son- 
in-law, and the good results wliich were apparent from their 
benefactions, which induced Amicia, the widowed countess 
of Baldwin, seventh Earl of Devon, to provide another place 
of settlement for Cistercian brethren. 

Iti. The monks having already liouaea in other parts of 
the county, and the south-west being unprovided, none being 
nearer than Buekfastleiyli, Amicia resolved that her new 
colony should be planted amidst the family possessions on 
the banks of the Tavy. She therefore acquired, either by 
purchase or gift froTn her daughter Isabella, certain lands 
which were vested in her by deed, dated 1273, the King's 
confirmation of which is dated 1275; and in the eighth 
year of Edward I. (1280) she signed the foundation deed of 
Buckland Abbey, vesting in the monks and their successors 
the manors of Buckland, Bickleigh, nnd Walkhampton, with 
the advowsons thereof, and the hundred of Eoborough, for 
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EEe' nse of tlie abbey dedicated in honour of God and the 
hltsssed Mary, motber of God, and the blessed Benedict. 
From 1273 to 1280 the pious Amicia -naa, we may conclude, 
busily preparing tlie site and buildings for the reception of 
the monks and their servants. 

17. The foundress did not go to Ford, as might have been 
expected, for men to till the new house, but she asked the 
Abbot of Quarr, the house founded, as I have mentioned, 
by the restless Baldwin, the second earl, to send her some 
monks, and accordingly Robert the iiret abbot' and others 
were sent from the lale of Wight to Buckland. As frequently 
happened, there was trouble to begin with. It was one of the 
rules of the order that there should be no interference with 
the parish priest, and that the iiouses should be under the 
jurisdiction of the bishop. But when the monks came to 
Buckland they seem to have broken both tliese rules ; they 
began to celebrate divine offices without any consent or 
license of the bishop. The bishop of the diocese, the famous 
Waiter Bronescombe, was not a prelate to view with indif- 
ference any encroachment upon the privileges of his see, or 
to permit any interference with, or contempt of, the spiritual 
jurisdiction rightly belonging to him, and when he heard 
that the newly-arrived monks Iiad begun to exercise spiritual 
functions in the neighbourliood of iheir house, he quickly 
placed them under an interdict. We do not know the date 
oftbis, but, as we haveaeen, there were buildings used by or for 
the use of the monks before the charter of Amicia. The inter- 
dict ia referred to in a deed of Bronescombe's, dated 27th May, 
1280, in whicli he recites, that having been petitioned by the 
Queen Eleanor (who had doubtless been urged to take up the 
cause of the monks by Amicia), he thereby removed the inter- 
dict, and permitted tbem to celebrate divine service until the 
feast of I'entecost next following. In June, satisfied with 
the conduct of the new-comers, the bishop extended the time 
to Michaelmas; but on the following St. Mary Magdalenc's- 
day {the day of his death, 22nd July, 1280) Bronescombe 
released the monks from all further supervision, and gave 
them permission to perform all divine offices for ever there- 
after. 

18. As I said jiist now, the Foundation charter vesting the 
land in the abbey is dated 8th Edward I. It ia interesting 
to notice how careful grantees of land in those days were to 
have their rights conlinned by all persons in whom there could 
be possibly any claim, or right of claim, therein. We coii- 

* Foun<latiun Deed, Appendix C. 
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stantly find deed after deed professing to quit claim to lana 
which we might have thought waa effectually vested in the 
holder. Here, besides the deed of foundnlion from Amicia 
and the grant from her daughter, the wealthy and powerful 
Isabella de Fortilius. it was thought necessary also to obtain 
confinuation of the latter from the King, of whom the 
lands were to be held in capile. And later, in 1291, when 
it would appear that the Countess Amicia, "jwbilU mwiier 
mater iiostra carismm-a damina Amicia," was dead, another 
confirmation was obtained from her daughter." The deeds 
are very interesting, containing the names of places very 
f&miliar to us. The neighbourhood does not eeem so utterly 
desolate and uncared-for as might have been supposed. 
We find mention of stone walls, boundaries, roads, paths, 
and houses. Soon after the foundation the title oi the 
abbey to the huntlred of Eoborough was called m question, 
and the abbot was cited in the king's courts to show hia 
authority in opposition to that of the crown ; and althougli 
he produced the chnrters and confirmation by the king, as 
the hundred was not mentioned in the latter, judgment was 
given for the crown. Hut this difficulty must have been 
got rid of; for the abbey held the hundred down to the 
dissolution. 

19. From the registers of the bishops of Exeter, so dili- 
gently searched by I)r. Oliver for the purposes of his Afonat- 
ticon, from a few old deeds, and from leases granted by the 
various abbots, we gather some scanty knowledge of the 
history of the abbey. No Cartulary, or any other important 
record of the abbey, is to be found in any public office or 
library, or, as far as I can ascertain, in any private one. 

20. In 1336 (U Edward HI.), not 1328. as stated by 
Dr. Oliver, the royal license was granted to the abbey and 
convent to crenellate the abbey. Maiisum abbatia. swv, 
Abbas ei eonvtntus de Biickelond. Perhaps the fear of the 
foreigner had something to do with this fortification. It was 
not long after this (1339), that the French landed and burnt 
a great part of Plymouth; and William, the then abbot, 
might have thought that the herds and well -stored bams of 
the monks would prove a source of temptation to the 
roving Breton, and needed protection, and the abbey was 
battlemented.f 

' Appendii E. 

t " Very few house* of any importance were built in tho thirteenth, four- 
teenth, and Gftoanth centuries without being fortiGcd ; and Ihu law roquired 
a licence from the crown before any hauBO was Blloved to bo fortified." — 
Pttrktr, The following i« an extract from a lioaac« to fortify [14S2) giTan 
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21. The monks appear to have lived a qtiiet, uoosteu- 
tattous life — not greedy of wealth, or desirous of adding to 
their possessions, not quarrelling with their neighbours, as 
monks often did, and as landowuei's sometimes do even in 
our more enlightened times, but still occasionally involved in 
disputes with reference to their rights. Indeed, ahnost the 
first mention we have of the doings of the monks is to be 
found in the record of legal proceedings taken against them 
by a servant of the Abbot of Tavistock — his forester, one 
Thomas Gyreband— who complained, that having charge 
of the wood of Blakemoreshara, and coming to a plnce in it 
called Ivyoak, he found Robert the Abbot of Buckland 
and others felling the wood and oaks there, and that on his 
attempting to prevent this, the abbot and the others with 
darts and hatchets assaulted and beat him, and with a bow and 
an arrow made of ash, headed with iron aud steel, wounded 
him in the right arm, and afterward stole from him an outer 
garment. The Abbot and Convent of Buckland pleaded 
firstly their clergy, and denied the assault and robbery. 
Thomas got the worst of the affair; for he contradicted 
himself, and the abbot and hia monks were acquitted, and 
Thomas committed to gaol for making a false accusation. 
And later in the pleadings wa find the whole history of the 
affair. Btackmoresham wood was. I expect, on the opposite 
side of the Tavy, and belonged, as the forester said, to the 
Abbey of Tavistock, bnt the Cistercians liad on the river a weir, 
and were obliged to keep it in order, and had a right to take 
from this place wood for its repair. Whilst obtaining wood, 
Thomas assaulted the defendants, and drew blood, aud 

by Mr. J. H. Porker: "Edward by the grace of God King of England ft 
^ance and Lord of Ireland, to all to whom these [iroBcnta shall come, 
greeting. Enow ye that we oonaiderin^ the good & gracioiu aervicea which 
uur dearly bolovod Bubjoct Edmund Btdingfeld Esq", hatb before these time* 
rendered to an from day to day, and whiuh ho still continuea inelinod to 
render ; of oiir special favours have gmiited and given lirmit aud by these 
prewntB do gnuit and give license, fur us and our hein, as for as in us lyetb, 
to the said Edmund, that he at bia will aud pleasure, build, make, and 
ooortruct, with stone, lime Ic sand, toiceri and valli in and about hi» nianoor 
of Oiburgh in the County of Norfolk, and that manour with such towen 
and walls to inclose, and those towers and walls to tmbatlli, temel and maeit- 
lollate: and that manour so inclosed, and those walla and tawerH aforesaid so 
embattled, kcmell'd, and machicollated, built and constructed, to hold for 
himself and his beira for ever, without perturbation. impcarJunent, molesta- 
tion, impediment. Or hindrance from na or our heirs or others wbomsoefer. 
A"d besides, of our abundant Rrace, we pardon, remit, and release to the 
aforosaid Edmund, all traDsgresirians, oBencca, misprisions, and contempts, 
by him the sud Edmund before these times, however done or porpctrated. on 
account of his enclosing such walla and towers, embattled, kemcllad, c 
oollalad, and built ai ^uasaid, in ' 



n and Qpon his said m 
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ill self-derence one of the Buckland men shot TJionms 
■with an arrow in the ai'ra, whereupon he flod, lea\'ing his 
coat, bow, aud liatchet, which Wilhain le Pye and another 
carried away, not as a robbery, but l.iecause they were left 
there. And the jury found that the defendants were rightly 
in the wood and not treapaasers. and they were acquitted.* 

22. In 1448 the monks considered themselves aggrieved for 
that the Lord of the Manor of Stonehouse, James Derneford, 
had, in defiance of the rights of the abbot and monks aa 
loixis of the hundred of Ruborough, set lip at Stonehouse a 
pillory and tumbrel, and had held a court of frank-pledge 
there. This was a usurpation, and gave rise to much trouble 
and unpleasantness. The monks would not allow James 
Derneford to use these marks of authority, and he would not 
admit that he was wrong, or remove them. At last, as recited 
in the award, the whole matter was referred, by the media- 
tion of friends, to the decision of William Hylle, the Prior of 
Plymptou, and James Chudlegh, Esq. The award waa in 
favour of the abbey; and besides removing the pillory and 
tumbrel, James Derneford had to pay £20, aa a fine for his 
encroachment.! 

23. Thirty years later we find the monks defendants in a 
case, which was apparently brought against them, on behalf 
of the Crown, for the purpose of ascertaining the rights of 
the Duchy of Cornwall in the Forest of the Dartmoors-t The 
Abbot, Thomas Oliver, was cited to appe.ar at Lydford, for that 
he did on the fourth day of October (18 Edward IV.), 1478, 
intrude and make claim upon land in Dartmoor within the 
bounds and marks of the forest, and was found culpable ; 
and the jury also found that all the lands within the pre- 
cincts, marks, and bounds of Dartmoor were of the ancient 
demesnes of the said prince, and were called the Fenfield 
and Common of Devonshire; and that all waives, strays, 
escheats, and presentments of assaults and bloodshed, plaints, 
writs of right according to the custom of the manor of Lyd- 
ford and assizes of land, were appropriate to the court of 
Lydford. As doth appear, says Westcote, by ancient record 
remaining in the castle of Lydford.§ 

24. The agreement in the muninient-roora at Powderham, 
which has been quoted by 01iver,|| proves how much the 
later Cistercians had departed from the strictness of the early 

• Oliver, p. 385. 
I The foroBt of DartziuKiT t 
ConiwaU in 1337. 
J Weitcoto'a Ottoii, p. BS. | Oliver's Monatliet 
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rules of their order. It ia dated 28th May, 1522, and is 
made between Abbot Wliyte and Robert Derkeham, and 
shows how Robert, in return for assisting daily in the choir 
and teaching four boya of the convent, and alao teaching the 
boys and any monks who inight wish to learn music and the 
oi^n, was to be paid an annuity of £2 13s. 4d., to be provided 
with a decent table, to have a furnished room over the west 
gate of the monastery, and a gown of the value of 128. every 
year ; to have the reversion of a tenement at Milton, and until 
it fell in, feeding for two cows, and a garden, he paying half 
the rent. One would have thought that this was very fair 
pay as times went for Robert's work ; but his room over 
the west gate waa cold and dreary in tlie winter, so he had 
also five ounces of bread, a quart of beer, and a wax candle 
every night throughout the year, and thirty horse-loads of 
faggots. With these and his books and organ he ought to 
liave made himself tolerably comfortable. He apparently 
appreciated them, and continued in their enjoyment fur 
some time, for be waa alive at the dissolution, and the grant 
waa allowed by the Augmentation Oiliee, 18th December, 
1540. 

25. The list of the abbots is incomplete; the following 
account contains all that 1 can glean with reference to thein. 

The names of the firat and second abbots are somewhat 
uncertain ; from Robert being mentioned in the Foundation 
charter, and as the abbot complained of in the proceedings 
by the forester Thomas Gyreband, it may be concluded that 
he was the first abbot, and, if so, it may be taken for granted 
that the second waa William, who is mentioned in a grout, 
17 Edward I., 1288, by Margaret de Ripariis, the widow of 
Baldwin, fifth of that name and eighth Earl of Devon, the 
only sou of Amicia, the foundress, by which deed she re- 
leased to William the Abbot of Bocland and his convent her 
claim of dower in the churches of Bocland and Walkhampton, 
in consideration of an annuity of £8 paid to her clerk 
William de Brenton, fur which in default of due payment 
the sheriff was to levy by writ of Jieri./aeias on the goods of 
the abbey.* Bishops Quivell and Bitton conJirmed the grant 
of Buckland Church to the Abbey. 

Galfi'idua wua the next abbot. During the time of his rule 
there were many disputes as to the injury done to the pro- 
perty of the Abbey by the working of tlie silver mines in 
the neighbourhood. The complaints of the monks and the 
proceedmgs thereupon are to be found in the HolU of 
■ Arehaot. Jaumal, loL t. p. 6S. 
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Parliament.' Thomas BittoD, the Bishop of Exeter, in an 
instrument dated 1305, appropriated the churcli of Walk- 
Iiampton to the use of the monks who were its patrons, and 
it recites the enormona devastation done ia the woods and 
lands of the abbey by the working of the silver mines by the 
crown in and around them. The late Sir E, Sinirke supposed 
these to be the silver mines of Beer, which were about this 
time worked with success, but as I do not find that the abbey 
ever liad any property on the western aide of the Tavy, it is 
rather difficult to see how their lands could be injured, and 
I think there may be aonie mistake in the identification. 

Thomas was abbot as early as 1311, and in 1316 we 
find that he and the prior of I'lympton entered into an 
arrangement (upon the intervention of the Bishop, Walter 
Stapeldon, with reference to suit and service of the latter 
at the hundred court of Eoborongh in respect of the lands 
of the priory in Old Blakeston, which was situate within the 
hundred, and it was agreed that the attcudance should thence- 
I'urtli be limited to three courts a year instead of, as I suppose, 
four, as thei'etofore. 

The fifth abbot was a second William ; he was party to aii 
agreement with Ralph de Bellworthy. also with reference to 
suit and service at the hundred court of Eoborough. He 
was succeeded by Thomas Wappelegh, John Bryton, and 
Walter, successively abbots in 1356, 13S5, and 1392, 

In 141S-19 we find, from a lease granted to William 
Pomeroy and his wife and daughter at Buttyckyewordy, in 
the manor of Walkhamptou, for 65 years, that John was 
prior. In May, 1442, William liolff. who had the protracted 
litigation- with James Derneford, of Stonehouse, succeeded. 
Of the abbots following him we know little. John Spore 
succeeded KoW, 2Sth September, 1449, and John Hylle, 
October '21st, 1454. Thomas Olyver became abbot 20th 
March, 1463, and it was against him that the proceedings 
at Lydford were taken for the monks' trespass upon Dart- 
moor forest, and during the long time that he was head of 
the monastery, we find him granting many leases of land for 
terms of years determinable on lives. He espoused the cause 
of the Earl of Richmond, afterwards Henry VII., and was 
proscribed by Richard, but lived to see the success of the 
former, and continued abbot of Buckland for several years 
after liis accession. John Brundon, the next, was abbot for 
a short time only. Thomas Whyte succeeded, and was abbot 
before 1511 and after 1527. It was with him that Robert 
■ Enl. Fu'liam; eoe also OUret's Morufticnn, p. 383. 
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Derkeliam, the oi^anist, entered into the agreement I have 
referred to. 

The sixteenth and last abbot was John Toker, or Tucker, a 
member of a Devonshire family and brother to Kobert Tucker, 
alderman, and afterwarda, in 1543. Mayor of Exeter, wlio, 
Prince saya, in his memoir of hia grandson William Tucker, 
Deau of Lichfield, " with great honour discharged the ofEce.'* 
The family was settled at Moretonhnmpstead. The later 
pedigree will be found in the Visitation of 1620. He ^^as 
bles&ed by the bishop as abbot of Buckland, 7th June, 1528, 
and just ten years afterwards he surrendered the house and 
its belongings to the king. During the twelve months, 
immediately before the suri'ender, he had granted leases (no 
doubt for a consideration) of the rectorial tithes of the parish 
church of Buckland, and of Walkhanipton, Bickleigh, and 
Sheepstor, and also of Bampton, to his brother Eobert and his 
nephews William and Hugh Tucker. 

26. At the dissolution there were twelve monks in the 
house, to all of whom pensions were granted. Ko complaint 
was made as to their conduct ; no breath of scandal or word 
of reproach rested on this or any of the Cistercian houses ; 
or indeed, as far as I know, and juilging from the pension 
lists, on any of the religions houses in the west country. 
Thus, after only about two centuries and a half, the land 
dedicated to God, and set apart for pious uses by Amicia, 
was snatched from its holders, who had so well discharged the 
trust committed to them, by a tyrannical king and his rapacious 
courtiers, aided by a compliant and time-serving parliament. 
With miserable pittances the ninnks were sent forth into a. 
world to which they were unaciiustomed, while the buildings 
which had been handed down to them, some of which they 
had erected, and the lands they and their predecessors had 
tilled and improved, were given to those who had no love fur 
the monk, who had thus toiled for the stranger who now entered 
into his labours ; while, worst of all, the church was gutted 
and ruthlessly converted into a dwelling-place for the usurper. 
Whatever opinions may be held as to the expediency of ihe 
existence of monasteries, it is impossible to look impartially 
into the history of their dissolution without coming to tlie 
conclusion that a grievous wrong was done to the people of 
England, and an injury iullicted upon the commonwealth, 
from which perhaps it has not yet rewjvered. This is not the 
place to enter upon a defence, and I do not now wish to 
attempt to extenuate, or to say anything upon the religious 
• Prince's ffaH/iiti, ed. 1810, p. 73S. 
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bearings of the subject, but the fact reroHias, that while before 
the dissolutioa these houses were sources of immense good, 
mingled perhaps with aome things that were undesirable, on 
their extinction, their belongings were sc^uandered, and no 
effort made to use them for the benefit of the people who had 
so largely profited by them in former days. It is very evi- 
dent that in such an establishmeut as that of Biickland, 
where there was no grasping after an accumulation of wealth, 
no endeavour to extend the possessions of the house, that tlia 
labours of these monks must have been productive of great 
good to the locality, and its loss severely felt by the lower 
and middle classes of the neighbourhood. 

27. The revenues of the abbey were at this time £241 
17s, ftjd. per annum, and it was easy to pay out of them, or 
out of the proceeds arising from tlie sale of the plunder, the 
pensions granted to Tucker, the last abbot, and his monks. 
The abbot had £00 per annum ; and the monks various sums, 
beginning with Thomas Mayuard, who received £5 63. 8d., 
down to John Joidan, who had only £3 6s. 8d. a year. 

28. What then were the possessions of the abbey at the 
time of the dissolution ? I have said that tlie monks were 
not avaricious. From the foundation charter, and the grants 
and confirmations, we know that it was originally endowed 
with the manors of Buckland, Bickleigh, Walkhampton, and 
Collumpton, and the hundred of Roborough, with the advow- 
Bona of Buckland, Bickleigh, and Walkhampton, and much 
later, in exchange for a part of the hundred of Roborough, 
given up to the Corporation of I'lymouth in 1464, the 
church of Bampton. We find from the Valor Ecdesi-asliais 
that at the end of the two hundred and sLxty years of its 
existence the abbey possessed very little more than is men- 
tioned in the original grants, the additions consisting only of 
a house in Exeter, doubtless for the use of the abbots on their 
visits to the bishop, worth £1 63. 8d. per annum, and a tene- 
ment in Saltash worth Ss. per annum. How these were 
obtained we do not know. 

29. Before going further, I may refer very briefly to the 
seals of the abbey. One, apparently the earliest, is from an 
impression attached to a deed dated 1310, in which we see in 
the centre, under a canopy, the Blessed Vii^in and Child, and 
below is a shield with what appears to be a lion rampant, 
probably representing the arms of the Eedvers, Earls of Devon, 
Between the shield and the canopy the word " Aniicia " 
appears. There is aronnd the margin the legend "SIGILLVM 
ECCLESIE LOCI S'CI BENEDICTI DE COCLAJi." 
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Another, of about the same date, is said to be a counter or 
private seal of the abbot ; but I am ioclined to think that it 
does not belong to Buekland, at least X can lind no abbot 
who was named Stephen, which word appears in the legend. 
The seal is from an impression in the British Museum. 

Another, mentioned by Dr. Oliver, very similar to the last 
mentioned, has a figure of St. Benedict holdiiifj the crozier or 
pastoral staff in his right hand, and a book in his left. In the 
centre, between the figure, is the name Ami-cia divided. The 
legend is "iji s. abbatie bocland sancti benedicti." 

A fourth has a right hand grasping a pastoral staff, from 
which is suspended an olive-branch. The staff passes through 
the letter A. The legend is " i{i s. COMMUNE abbis et covest' 
s'ci BENEDICTI." Tliis last seal is very similar to tliat used 
by St. Bernard himself soon after the establishment of Clair- 
vaux in H15,* and probably this device was used by many 
bouses. 

Tiie arms borne by the abbey were, quarterly, argent and 
gules, a crozier, in bend or. 

28. After the monks came George Pollard, of London, 
for whoni the former were ousted from their valley home. 
The lands, church, conventual and domestic buildings, were 
then intact, and were granted to him the year after the 
surrender, 14th December, 1539, for a term of 21 years, at a 
rent of £23 3s, 5d., reserving to the king and his successors 
all great timbers, as well as all trees and wood in and upon 
the premises being or growing. 

29, From the next document it would seem (although it is 
not so recit«d) that George Pollard must have disposed of his 
interest under the royal lease, for we fiud that May 2(ith, 
1541, the king granted, in consideration of the good, true, 
and faithful ser\'ice which his well-beloved servant, Kichard 
Greynfetd (or, as we are accustomed to call him, Greuville), 
of Bideford, knight, heretofore done to us, as for the sum of 
£233 3s. 4d. paid by the said Kichard (ireyufeld, the reversion 
of the site of the monastery, houses, buildings, barns, tene- 
ments, meadows, pastures, feedings, and also all the church, 
belfry, and burial gi-ound, and all houses, buildings, barns, 
dove-houses, orchards, gardens, pools, vivaries, laud and soil, 
as well within as close and near to the site, sept, circuit, and 
precinct of the late monastery, as fully and wholly, and in as 
ample manner and form, as the last abbot and late convent 
held or enjoyed the same, paying £2 6a 4^d. yearly. And 
thus a descendant of the Sir Kichard Grenville, who in bis 

* Soo Arc/ianl. Jvurtuil, vol. zir. p. IS, 
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devotion in 1134 had founded and erected the Cistercian 
monastery of Neath, in Glamorganshire, became a participator 
in the spoil of another house of the same order. 

30. I may mention here that it is said that the bells in the 
tower of the abbey were given to the church of Egg Buckland. 
I do not know how this could happen, as there was no con- 
nection between the abbey and this church. In the tower at 
Egg Buckland there are at present three bells, one an ancient 
one, with the inscription, ^ i^ SKoce mea tottoa Oeprllo Ctttlta 
llOtflia;'^ but this might have come from any place. The 
two others are dated respectively 1682 and 1768, but may 
have been recast from older bells, as there were three bells at 
Egg Buckland in 1553 mentioned in the inventory of church 
goods of Edward VI.* 

31. The Grenvilles did not long continue the owners of 
Buckland Abbey. In 1580 the abbey site, house and lands, 
were sold by Sir Richard and Lady Mary Grenville, after 
obtaining the royal license to alienat<3 them, in December, 
1580, to John Hele and Christopher Harris for £3,400 ; and 
nine months later the^e conveyed the property to Sir Francis 
Drake, whose descendants still retain them.t 

32. The manor and lands of Collumpton were sold to Sir 
George St. Leger, whose son sold them to Thomas Kisdon, by 
whom they were divided up and disposed of to tenants and 
others. The manor went to the Hillersdens, and from them 
to the Sweets. 

33. Bickleigh and Walkhampton, and the lands of Hele and 
Rynmore, and those in Shaugh and Sheepstor, were purchased 
by John Slanniug, September 24th, 1546, through whose 
descendants, by the marriage of daughters, they passed to 
the Heywoods, and from them, by purchase, to Sir Manasseh 
Massey Lopes, and are now held by his grandson Sir Massey 
Lopes. 

34 The manor of Buckland, with the advowson of the 
church, was sold, 12th April, 1546, to a London haberdasher, 
Richard Crymes and his wife, for £1,451. Their descendants 
continued in the neighbourliood for some time, and inter- 
married with the Coplestones, Prideauxes, Drakes, Glanvilles, 
and other Devonshire families. About 1620, on, I suppose, 
the death of William Crymes, large portions of the property 
were sold, long leases being granted; but the manor was 
retained for some years later. In 1660, however, this was 
also disposed of to the Slanuings, and from them, on tlie 

• Exch. Qu€erC» Item., T. G. 6211 N. f. 
t Appendix I. Drake pedigree. 
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marriage of daughters, it descended to the Heywoods io tba 
same way as the ISickleigh and Walkhampton properties, and 
like tliem is uow held by Sir Massey Lopes, The patronage 
of the vicarage was held by tlie Ciymes family until a com- 
paratively late period. It now belongs to the Hayne family. 

35. AVhere the houses in Saltash and Exeter were situated 
I cannot ascertain, nor how or to whom they were disposed 
of. 

36. In conclusion I have to describe the remains of the 
Abbey buildings as they now exist, but I must first observe 
that I cannot vouch for the absolute correctness of every 
statement I may make, inaauiuch as the alterations, removals, 
and additions have been so extensive as to prevent absolute 
certainty of identification. Although 1 suspect that Sir Richard 
Grenville destroyed the greater part of the buildings, reser\-ing 
only such as were useful for the purposes of his new house, 
yet innoh was left, portions of which appear to have been 
removed in recent years. 

37. The earliest drawing that 1 can find, — although it is 
very rough, is interesting aud suggestive, and to some 
extent valuable, — is in the aucient map of the Forest of 
]>artmoor, brougjit under the notice of our society at the 
last Exeter meeting by Mr. C. Spence Bate. In that map 
the Abbey Church of Buckland is represented much as we 
should have expected to find it — a long church with choir, 
nave, aud central tower. It ia always pleasant to overthrow 
the theory of another, and I am able to do so with respect to 
Mr. Bate's theory, that the map is of the date 1240 or there- 
about. But at this time the Abbey Church could not have 
been there, for the Abbey was not founded or thought of 
for nearly forty years after. I think that the map ia two 
centuries later than the date Mr. Bate assigns to it. You 
will notice the long cruciform building with low central 
tower,* no aisles, and south transept. The chancel longer 
than the nave is, I believe, the draughtsman's error, for the 
choir was always short, and there was no lady chapel, the 
whole church being dedicated to the Blessed Virgin. If there 
were aisles, I think they would have been shown, as the 
drawing is the largest of any on the map, and in the repre- 
sentations of much smaller churches, aisles are distinctly to 
be seen. The lines indicating buildings beyond, do not, I am of 
opinion, represent the parish church of Buckland Monacborum, 
but the Abbey buddings, and if so, here again the substantial 
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accuracy of the map is proved. One ihiiig in the drawing ] 
I do uot understand, the door-way shown in the transept. 
As a general rule the conventual buildings of the Cisterciana 
were on the south side of the church, but occasionally, when 
the nature of the ground prevented their being so placed, we 
find the buildings on the north, and so it was at Kuckland. 
The Cistercians, and indeed nearly all monks, loved the 
valleys, and they preferred shulter to the Ux non seripla of 
the onier. Here, on the south side of the church, the ground 
rises somewhat suddenly, and without a good deal of excava- 
tion sit^s for the buildings could not have been obtained. 
To the north, therefore, the monks went, and I think we may 
conclude that the chapter-house, the refectory, and the bulk 
of the buildings were on the north side of the cloister. 

Leland only just refers to the Abbey, and no further infor- 
aiation is attainable with reference to the buildings until 
we come to Buck's view, published in 1734, in which, 
a1thoug)i as to the surrounding scenery, and also in the draw- 
ing of some portions of the remains, there is a considerable 
amount of romance, it shown, that various alterations have 
been made, and some buildings altogether removed. Nearly 
fifty years later we have a plan of the house and its sur- 
roundings, to which the same remarks apply, many erections 
being there shown which cannot now be found. None of 
these help us in fixing the site of the conventual buildings ; 
Dor will the three important buildings still remaining, to a 
great extent intact — the church, the porter's lodge (after which ' 
I put a query), or the barn^render us much assistance. 

38. On visiting the house (for Abbey now is a misnomer), 
after passing down one of the noble avenues leading there- 
to, and resting on the high ground to the north to admire 
the niagniUcent view of the country, on the banks of the 
Tamar and Tavy, stretching far away towards the sea, we 
shall find ourselves in a narrow valley shut in on the north, 
south, and east, with the ground gently sloping towards the 
west, until the little stream we cannot fail to notice falls 
into the river some short distance below. A spot more suit- 
able for the Cistercian could not be found. Far from the busy 
town and haunts of men, and yet sufficiently near for the sale 
of wool, and for disposing of the produce of their farms, the 
monks settled down to their varied tasks, and praying and 
labouring, quickly made their little valley fertile, and caused ' 
it to become the centre of a new life. 

39. Before the monks from Quarr could take possession, it 
was necessary that a church, or at least an oratory, for wor- 
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flhip should be provided, with a refectory and dormitory for 
the monks, a guest-room for strangers, and a porter's lodge. 
With these the little community started ; and soon the more 
stately church bej^an to rise, with the domestic and farm 
buildings, the fratry, the scriptorium, the long building for 
. the coiiversi, with aleeping-rooms above, and the great bam. 
The little stream was diverted into various channels, and 
used in different ways. One channel was the common sewer 
of the monastery, auother, carefully banked' and tended, led to 
the fish-ponds, important sources of supply in a Cistercian 
house. And so the Abbey of Buckland gi'ew, and with their 
home barton of nearly 800 acres, besides a large extent of 
moorland and pasture, with outlying farms, the little band 
had soon work enough to occupy their time and thoughts. 
And so they worked until the ci'ash came, and they were 
seat forth tu live as best they might on the pensions allowed 
them. 

40. There has been found on the south side some little build- 
ing rubbish, but there is nothing to lead us to suppose that 
there was anything of consequence on this side. The cloister 
was probably on the north-east. Just inside the gate of the 
garden is an old wall, shown in Buck's view, running almost 
from north to south. At the extreme south end on the western 
side is a recess with a stone seat, and this wall may be the 
eastern wall of the cloister. West of this is a building, which 
I think may be the porter's lodge, and perhaps a part of the 
entrance gate. It is now used with the stables. The window 
in front is really a blocked-up door-way, opening into a little 
hall or porch, lighted with a window on the north. Below is 
a cellar, with a window west, and opposite the window an 
entrance (now blocked up) to some place beyond. Over the 
little hall is a small room, reached by a newel staircase in 
the turret, and over this a platform. The platform ou the top 
of the turret is reached by the continuation of the staircase. 
The whole appears to be late fourteenth century work ; but in 
the arch in the cellar, and in the archway of the entrance, from 
what I have called the little ball, to the building beyond, what- 
ever it might have been, the character of the earlier work in 
the church is imitated. This building is always called the bell 
turret, which it certainly never was. It is shown in Buck's 
view, and on the plan of 1769, but then apparently connected 
with tlie church. 

41. Opposite this building, on the last- mentioned plan, 
are shown various erections not now to be found, but prob- 
ably represented by a group of buildings which either formed 
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part of the monastery, or which were constructed with the 
old materials ; more especially a large door- way facing west 
may be mentioned, and traces of other buildings extending 
upwaixis towards the north may be seen. Notliing certain is 
known as to the situation of the churchyard, or of any of the 
important buildings ; but I have no doubt that the founda- 
tions of the latter are below the surface, and if excavation 
was permitted, considerable information with reference to 
many important matters, of which we are now entirely igno- 
rant, might be obtained. 

42. The orchards, now as formerly, are on the north side, 
west of the monastery, with a south aspect. The remains of 
three fish-ponds are easily made out, portions of the banks 
and traps remaining. The grand barn, upwards of 100 feet 
in length, with its tine door-way, remains externally much as 
the monks left it. Useful to their successors, tlie barn was 
spared the destruction and mutilation suffered by its neigh- 
bours. 

43. The noble yews and cedars will not fail to attract the 
notice of the visitor as he approaches the house, otherwise 
tlie church, which we now come to. 1 tliink we may safely 
conclude that tlie present walls are those of the original 
church, and we have a plan at once simple and unusual,* 
consisting, as I have mentioned, of chancel, nave, and south 
tmnsept. The present building is about 130 feet long and 
33 broad. The chancel is 24 feet long. The breadth of 
the transept is 24 feet, and the depth from north to south 
probably the same, consisting of two bays, the column divid- 
ing them still remaining on the east side. The south wall of 
the transept is gone, and the bay of the tower leading into 
it is walled up. The capitals of the cohmms at the junction 
of the tower and transept are clearly distinguishable, as well 
as the corbels, drawings of which I have here. These are very 
interesting, and if they are, as I believe them to be. Early 
English, Mr. Sharpe tells me that they are the earliest known 
in Cistercian architectui*e. 

44. Built into a wall over a door-way in the grounds is a 
large boss of great interest, from which shafts are seen 
spreading off, and which has evidently been the centre of a 
groined ceiling. When I first saw it I thought it was a 
mitred head, but it is clearly the head of a female. The 
upper pointed part is the head-dress, and below is a coronet, 
and whether the work is early or late, 1 have little doubt 
but that it is intended to represent the features of the 

* The plan of Grey Abbey, County Down, Ireland, is similar. 
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foundress of the abbey, the -widoweil Countess Aniicia. From 
what pint of tlie abbey it came it is inipussible to say, and it 
is equally impossible to assign a reason for its pi'eaervatioii. 

45. On entering the house we slmll find that it has liei;n 
divided into a series uf floors, and although aomeuhat in- 
tricate in its arranj;euientB, it nmkes a very commodious and 
comfortable residence. It has, however, been so interfert'd 
with and so covered with plaster and battened throughout, 
that an investigation of architectural details is difficult, and 
in many places impossible. The string course on eilher side 
of the nave can be traced here and there from end to end 
as far as the tower. The tower a|ipears to be perfect. It has 
been divided into floors. In the second from the top the 
great arches over the crossing can be traced. On tlie south 
and west these are perfect, the latter especially so, the whole 
of the stonework being uncovered and as sharp as wljen the 
workmen left it five hundred years ago. The southern aruh 
is partly built into and plastered, but no doubt perfect. The 
eastern one is entirely covered up; but I think it is of a 
different character, being one of construction only, and not ff 
ornament as well. The northern archway is formed of rubble 
masonry, and is of a different pitch, and I believe that there 
was a window here. The springers of the vaulting shafts 
remain, but I am inclined to think that the stone vaulting 
waa never completed. Below the eastern arch we find north 
and south, parts of the columns, with their capitate, at the 
commencement of the chancel. The chancel arch wns much 
lower than those of the nave and transept, but of the same 
character; and there seems to have been another arch of 
R aimilar size on tlie north aide of the choir. On the 
north side of the nave is a very curious and beautifully 
vaulted little chamber, apparently opening from the tower, 
and with openings also on the east and west, with a window- 
on the north. I think this must have been a porch or passage 
leading into the cloister, or in connection with Ihe monks' 
dormitorj', affording from thence easy access to the church, 
The church is not truly oriented, being situated E.N,K The 
Cistercians do not seem to have been particular as to this 
matter, I have only briefly mentioned these points in connec- 
tion with the ancient buildings in order to draw attention to 
them, and in the hope that some one more skilled in working 
out the details of ancient buildings may take up the snbjet't 
and give us a full architectural history of the AbLiey Church 
of liuckland. 

46. Pass we now to the more modem bouse into which the 
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Cistercian Church was converted. The hall is a. fine room, , 
decorated with panels and Jacobean carvings in oak, said to 
have been brought from the mauor-houfies of Callisham and ' 
Durance, in the parish of Meavy, by the Drakta. Some of I 
the figures are beautifully carved, but unfortunately the whola 
has been painted over. Over the chimney-piece is the data 
uoccccLXXVL Assuming this date to be genuine, and i 
it is in plaster and con-espouds with tbo rest of the plaster- 
work of the hall, 1 think there is no reason to doubt it, 
it shows that the conversion was accomplished duiing thtt 
ownership of the Grcnvilles, and thus Uisdon's statement 
that Sir Biuhard Grenville built a fair new house, wliich 
certainly he did not, is explained. There is no doubt, I 
think, that he destroyed the greater part of Ihe niunastio 
buildings, completed the house, and laid out the surrounding 
land in pleasure-grounds and gardens. 

47. Sir Francis Drake has left no traces of his possession 
of the abbey, but tlie old bowling-green is shown on the map 
of 1768. In the staircase is a portrait of Don Pedro de Valdez, 
one of the vice-admirals of the Spanish Armada, who was 
taken pristiner by Drake, and kept by him at Buckland Abbey 
until his friends had paid the i-ouud sum which Drake doubt- 
less reciuired as bis ransom ; although, as Speed says, " Sir 
Francis his souldiers had well paid themselves with the spoile ' 
of the sliippe, wherein were 55.000 ducats in gold, which they 
shared merrily among them."" The rest of the officers and 
men were detained in Plyraouth for eighteen months until 
the ransoms arrived, and no doubt the Don spent the same 
length of time with his captor. His portrait shows him to 
have been every inch a Spanish cavalier — a noble figure, with 
handsoToe features, presenting a strange contrast to the portrait 
of Drake, whose appeaiunce is the direct opposite in eveiy 
respect. 

48. In one of the floors of the tower, the second, ia a 
mantel-piece with the shield, crest, and motto of Sir Francia 
in plaster. On the left side or flank is a shield bearing the 
ancient arms of the Drakes — a wyvem displayed, quartered 
with the new grant of a fess-wavy between two polar siaia. 
Below is the date 1655 and the letters li. N. Sir Francis 
Drake, the second baronet, the great nephew of the Sir 
Francis, whose portrait is also at Buckland Abbey, was at 
this time in possession of the eatiites, but I cannot explain 

• Barrow'a L'fr of Drake, p. 131. Tlio ship wa« tha SI. Franrit, « 
mUeon of 50 unna. and with a urew of iUO nieu, dec E^glttU Ut.curif, 
Ko, fiO, July 23rd, UW. i 
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the meaning of the letters R N. On the right flank of tlie 
chimney-piece are two shields, the first apparently a bird 
naiant, and the second three mullets within as many in cres- 
cents 2 and 1, with an acorn as a crest. Dr. Drake has sug- 
gested to me that the former may be a canting coat — a duck 
c»r drake swimming upon water. The second shield is that of 
Gregorie,* of Plympton St. Mary. Elizabeth Gregorie married 
first John Elford, of Sheepstor, and secondly Thomas Drake, 
the brother and heir of Sir Francis. 

49. As every guide-book says, relics of the great navigator 
(these words seem indispensable) are to be found at the abbey. 
His drum (really there are two), and his Bible, sword, and 
shield, the two latter, most unlike what he would probably 
have used, are to be seen. In the dining-room is the well- 
known portrait of Sir Francis, and in the staircase, besides 
those of Don Pedro de Valdez and the second baronet, are two 
other family portraits, and a painting, apparently an allegorical 
subject, supposed to refer to some incident in the history of 
the Drake family. The other portraits are those of Charles II. 
in armour, and his queen, and Nell Gwynne. 

50. The translations in the Appendix of some of the docu- 
ments relating to the abbey will be found of interest. The 
names of places have not much changed, and the boundaries 
of the properties can be approximately ascertained. 

DOCUMENTS. 

A. 

The following documents relating to Buckland Abbey will 
be found as under : — 

Carta Regis Edwardi Primi. (Called **Edwardi Secundi" in 
Dugdale.) — Ibid; Dugdale, vol. v. p. 714; Oliver, p. 384. 

Carta fundationis per Amiciam Comitissam DevoniaB. Cart. 8 
Ed. I. n. 85. — Dugdale, vol. v. p. 712 j Oliver, p. 382; trans. 
App. (C). 

Carta Amicise ComitisssB DevoniaB, &c. — Ibid; Dugdale, vol. v. 
p. 714; Oliver, p. 384. 

Carta Walter! Exon Episcopi. — Reg, Exon, Epis.^ f. 96 ; Dug- 
dale, vol. V. p. 713; Oliver, p. 383; Oliver, Hist. Col., p. 71. 

Carta alia Walteri Episcopi. — Reg. Bronesc.y f. 97 ; Dugdale, 
vol. V. p. 713; Oliver, p. 383; Oliver, Hist. Col., p. 72. 

Carta IsabellsB do Fortibus Comitissro AlbemarloB. — Pat 9, 
Hen. IV. p. ii. m. 18; Dugdale, vol. v. p. 713; Oliver, p. 383. 

De Libertatibus Abbatis de Eocland. — Oliver, p. 384. 

* Az. within thrco in crescents or, as many muUets ar. 

E 
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De Damno facto abbotl de Boclaod per minerarioa et cuatodcs 
niinsrie regis. — Oliver, p, 385, 

Compositio inter abbotcni et eonventu tie Bocland et abbatt'm ft 
eonventu de Ford de eacta homiuem de Talu ad huodrtdum de 
Harige.— Oliver, p. 385. 

Indnlgentia pro adjuvautibus ad fahricum EccleHiae Cathedralia 
ExonitB conamninandum. — Oliver, p. 3fiC. 

Tiisatio et ordinatio vicariic de Walk li a mpton.— direr, p. 386. 

Cooventio inter abbatcm de Hucload et quendam Belworttii pro 
Bocti ad himdi'ediim de Uowboroiigh. — Oliver, p. 380. 

Ordinatio vieuriaj de Kickleigh et visitatio ibidem. — Oliver, 
p. 387. 

Appropriatio ecclesiie parochialis de Baunton, tasatio vicariie 
ibidem, et divereai tacultutes facta; ut conceesa; per literas papales. 
—Oliver, p. 388. 



CONFIRMATION BY THE KING OF THE tUFT TO AMICIA. 
Edward, by the grace of God, Kiiif> of Englantl, Lord of 
Ireland, and Duke of Aquitaiiie. To all to wlioni thia 
wtitint; shall come, greeting. Know ye that we have 
conceded and contirnied to Amicia, Countess of Devon, the 
manor of Buckland, with the hamlets of Columpton, Walk- 
hatnpton, and Bickeley, together with al) and singular their 
appurtenances wheresoever situate ; To have and to hold to 
the same Amicia, according to the form and tenor of the 
deeds which she had from the gift of Isabella de Fortibus, 
Countess of Albemarle, her daughter ; And if it shall happen 
that the said Amicia should wish to give and to assign the 
said manor and hamlets with aU their appurtenances wliateo- 
ever to religious men, and with them to found a new religions 
house, know ye that we for ourselves and for our heirs, will 
consider and accept that gift as acceptable, provided that the 
said house, after the decease of the said Amicia, shall be held 
(hf us and our heirs in capUe. And we faithfully promise to 
confirm it, when founded or appointed, in pure and perjietnal 
alms. In witness, &c. Witness myself at Odihaui, Sth day 
of August, in the 4th year of our reign. 

C. 

THE DEED OF FOUNDATION. 

In the name of the most glorious and nndivided Tiinity, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, Amen, and by the 

I'iivour of the most Blessed Virgin Mary and of the Blessed 

Benedict, we, Amicia Countess of Devon and Lady of the 
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Isle, trusting in the goodness of the Supreme Maker of all 
good things, who disposes the wills of both men and women 
at his pleasure, and faithfully diiects tliein though unseen. 
Hud sustains our hope by the revelation of His mind 
if we offer anything in perpetual memory to the honour of 
His name ; We found the Abbey, which we desire should 
be called or entitled St. Benedicts of Bnckland, which is 
in our manor of Bnckland, fop the perpetual maintenance 
of abbots and monks of St, Benedict of the Cistercian 
order there to dwell, for the health of the souls of the Lord 
Henry, formerly King of England, the noble Queen Dame 
Eleanor his wife, and their children, of the Lord Edward, our 
illustrious King of England, the son of the same Henry, the 
noble Queen Dame Eleanor his wife, and the children of the 
same, and for the health of the souls of the Txird Gilbert of 
Clare, formerly Count of Gloucester and Hertford, our father, 
and the Couutess Isabella, our mother, and the souls of 
Baldwin, Earl of Devon, our husband, and Isabella our 
dangliter, Countess of Devon and Albemarle, and Margaret, 
our daughter, nun of Lacock, and for the souls of all our 
ancestors and descendants, and of all to whom we are bound 
for any kindness, we set apart, and give, concede, and have 
assigned as an abode and abbey for the aforesaid abbots and 
monks, and we decree that abbots and monks of the aforesaid 
order shall dwell for ever in the same abbey. And to this 
abbey, to Brother Robert, the abbot, and for the support 
of the monks dwelling iu the same house, which have b«en 
bought by us from Quarr Abbey, and to their successors, 
for ever in honour ot God and of the most Blessed Marj', 
Mother of God, and the Blessed Benedict ; we give and we 
grant the same onr manor of Bocland, and our manors of 
Columpton, Bykeley, and Walkampton, with the advow- 
Bons of the churches, and with the hundred of Bugheherewe, 
with all service, as well of free-tenants, villiena, as of others 
belonging to the said hundred, with aU their appuitenances, 
as in demesnes and seigniories, military service, services of 
freed men, villeins and villaiiages, with their chattels suits, 
reliefs, aids, rents, heriots, heirships, escheats, aids of every 
kind, meadows, pasturages, pastures, ways, paths, woods, 
arable land, mills, waters, fisheries, moors, heaths, turbaries, 
together with all liberties and free customs acquired by ua 
for the same abbey, with all other appurtenances, named and 
not named, which belong to the said manors and hundred, or 
which can in any way belong by whatever name they may be 
known, without any reservation by us, or by our heirs, and 
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we have coafiruied tbe same by tliia present charter to the 
said abbot aud couveot niid their successors, to be heUl in 
free and fuU alms for ever, freely, quietly, well and peaceably 
for ever, without any contradiction or iinpettiment by us or 
our heirs. 

And we, the said Amicia and our heirs, will warrant, and 
acquit, and for ever defend the said abbot and convent and 
their successors to the manor, with the advowaon of the 
chui-ches and with the said hundred together with all liberties 
and free customs, aud other appurtenances, named and not 
named, which to the said manor and the said hundred in 
any way belong or can belonj; in holy, pure, and perpetual 
alms, a.9 aforesaid, against all Nations, wlietber Christians or 
Jews, And that this my gift, concession, and contirmatinu 
of this my present deed may remain Uriii and binding, we 
have caused this our sesil to be [ilaced unto this deed. 
Witnesses Hugo Peverell, William of liikella, Thomas of Pyu, 
Warren of Seccbevill, Reginald de Feri-ars, Knights, John of 
Valletort, Richard Meavy, Ralph of Lenham, Stephen of 
Stoyll, Baldwin the Bastard, Humphrey of Donesterre, and 
otheia. 



DKED OF AMICIA COUNTESS O? DEVON. 

Kuow all men, now and to come, that we Amicia Conutess 
of Llevon and Lady of the Isle [in our lawful widowhood] 
with the thought of God and for the health of the souls of 
Lord Henry, formerly King of England, and tbe noble Queen 
Dame Eleanor, his wife and their children, and of the Loi-d 
Henry, formerly King of England, son of the same Kiny 
Henry and the noble Queen Dame Eleauor, his wife aud 
their children, and for the health of the souls of Lord 
Gilbert of Clare, formerly Earl of Gloucester and Hertfoni, 
our father, aud the Countess Isabella, our mother, and 
Baldwin. Earl of Devon, our husband, and for the health of 
our soula and the souls of Baldwin, our son, formerly Earl of 
Devon, aud Isabella, our daughter, Cotmtess of Devon and 
Albemarle, our daughter, nuu of Lacock, and of all our ances- 
tors and successors, and of all to whom we are bound by any 
favours, aud of others who do or shall bestow alms or any 
favours have given and granted, and confirm by this present 
writing to Goil, and the Blessed Mary, and St. Benedict, and 
to Brother Robert and his convent taken from Quarr, and their 
successors of the Cistercian order in holy, free, pure, aud per- 
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petual alms, for building and perpetually supporting an 
abbey in honour of Mavy, most blessed Motber of God, and 
tbe blessed Benedict, the manors ol' Buckland, Bickley, and 
"Walkhampton according to their inetea and bounds ; that is 
to say, from the Lobbnpil!a, on the western part of Eocland 
ttiwjinls the north and east, through the middle of the water 
of Tavy, and from Walkhampton to the boundaries of Dart- 
moor, on the northern part of Mistor, and thence towaids the 
south by tlie boundaries of the Verderera (regardornm) of 
Diirtmoor, that is to say, by Mistorhead (Mistor panua), and 
by Hysfochres, and by Siwards Cross and Gyllesbnrgh and 
riymcrundla to the Plym, and thence by the Plym towards 
the west to Yaddabniok, and so by the bounds which aur- 
riiond llydemore and Smalacumba, that is to say, by the old 
diich to the angle of the ditch of Yllalnnde, and thence hy 
Hurtwailen to Smalacuinbacrosae and Smalacumbalak, and 
by the water course of Meavy to Olyak, and by the ditch to 
the road wliich leads from Plynipton to Schitestor, and so hy 
the stone bounds to Birieomhaford and by Crewecnmba, and 
Deucbrok, and [along] the course of the river Meavy to 
Schoilaford, and so by tlie old boundaries to Yanedonecross, 
and thence by the bounds to Stoford and Lake and Churche- 
ford, and by the divisions between Elleford and Crosaeton to 
Elfordlak and to the course of tlie river Meavy, and so to tlie 
place where the Meavy falls into the Plym, and along llie 
Plym towards the divisions of Hescombe, and to the cross 
roads beyond Purpria, and thence by passing along the way 
wliich leads from Cadaworth bridge to Plymptoii through 
the land of the Schagh towards the east as far as Shitabu!>;ii, 
and thence by old bound-stones to Haneketorr, and thence 
towards the west and north through the land of Fambill to 
Maynstonktown and Maynstoncross and Horingbrook and to 
Writ«willak, and thence by a certain footpath to Pudehel, 
including Southpudehe!, and so along the bounds towanis 
the east to Horsl'ord, and thence along the ancient luetes to 
Writewille and Horyngbrok, and so to the Plym and to 
"Wolewillebroke and to Wolewille Cross, and thence by the 
road which leads from Sutton to Tavistock at Copriacrosse, 
and thence towards the north along the ancient ditch to ■ 
Bycacmnbayoueda, and so along the ancient bounds to 
Lobbapilla. 

And the lands and villeins of Tor at Shitestorr, lying near 
to the manor of Bickleigh, with the appurtenances and wilh 
their villansges and chattels and belongings, and the hundred 
of Eoborough, and with all profits thence atieing with all 
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snits of freemen and bondmeu, and with everything which 
belongs or may belong to tha said hundred. 

We have also given, granteil, and confirmed to the same 
ablKtt and convent and their successors the lunda and villeins 
of Torr at Schitestor, adjoining the nianur of Buckeleye, with 
their chnttella and 9ui^s. 

We also have given, granted, and confirmed, to the same 
abbey and convent and their successors the hundred of 
lioborough with all pnifits thence arising, with all suits of 
freemen and villains, and with all liberties, free customs, ur 
whatever things belong to the hundred or can accrue or 
belong in any way to the same. 

We also have given, granted, and confinned to the same abbot 
and convent and their successors the manor of Coluiuptoit, 
according to its bounds, that is to say. from Colmup by the 
land of St. Nicholas of Exeter to Smalabrok, and by the 
outer bounds of the land of la Brok to the road which leada * 
to Tadokhrok. and thence by Lutteskeskell and I'onteford, 
and by the boundaries from Hillesdon to Burn, and by Linur 
and Swiiton, and Moraton and Burn to Culunip, and so by 
la Nywelond to Rotherford Bridge, and a certain piece of land 
on the eastern pai't of that water near Kyugesiuill, and thenci^ 
by Stonweya, Crundla, Waterleta, Halstrewa, Westerhays, ami 
I^ttemere, to ClifTbrigg, with the lands of Halsholte, ami 
the meadows and woods of Swenham, and with the advowsona 
of the churches of Boclond, Walkampton, and Bykelie, with 
the chapel uf Schitestorr, with all that to the same manor and 
lands, and to the same hundred belong, whether in suit of 
couit, demesnes, scignoriea, knight's fees, homage, scutage, 
service of free men, &c., without any reservation by us or 
onr heirs, To have and to hold freely of the loi-d the king 
and his heirs to the same abbey and convent, and their , 
successors, the same manor and lands, with the ndvowsons 
of the cliurches of Boclond, Walkampton, and Byklie, and 
the chapels of Schitestorr. and with the aforesaid hundred, 
with all their appurtenances whatsoever in holy, free, pure, 
and perpetual alms, free, &c. Tlicse being witnesses. Sir Henry 
of Chaumbernon, Oliver de Denham. Ilugo I'everell, &c. 



CUAHTEK OF ISAUELLA DE FOUTlBrs WITH METES AND BOUNDS. 

To all the faithful in Christ to whom this present writing 

shall come, Isabella de Fortihus, Countess of Albemarle and 

Devon and Lady of the Isle, healthiu the Lord ; Know ye UiAt 
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we have granted and coiifirmed and by thia preaent writing 
quit claim for ouraelvea and our heirs, to God and the 
monastery of the Blessed Mary and the Dlessed Benedict of 
Bucklaud, and to the Abbot and Convent, and to their 
successors of the Cistercian order serving God in the same 
monastery, and to all those who shall hereafter serve him 
(there), all {^^fts and grants which the noble woman, our 
dearest mother Lady Amicia, formerly Countess of Devon 
and Lady of the Isle, obtained and gave to the same, namely, 
the manors of Boclond, Bykelie, and Walkampton, accord- 
ing to their metes and divisions, that is to say, from the 
l^bbapilln, on the western part of Bocland towards the 
north and east, through the middle of the water of Tavy, 
nud from Walkhampton to the boundaries of Dartmoor, on 
the northern jmrt of Mistor, and thence towards the south by 
the boundaries of the Veiiierera (regardorum) of Dartmoor, that 
id to Bay, by Mistorhead (Mistor panna), and by Ilysfochres, 
and by Siwards Cross and Gyllesburgh and Plymcrnndla 
to the Plym, and thence by the Plym towards the west to 
Yad dab rook, and so by the bounds which surround Rydemorc 
and Smalacumba, that is to say, by the old ditch to the angle 
of the ditch of Yllaloude, and thence by Hurtwalleu to 
Snialacumbaci'usse and Smalacnmbalak, and by the water 
course of Meavy to Olyak, and by the ditch to the road 
which lends from Plympton to Schitestorr, and so by the stone 
1>nnnds to Eiricombaford and by Crewecuniba, and Denebrok, 
and [along] the course of the river Meavy to Schollaford, and 
so by the old boundaries to Tanedonecrosa, and thence by 
the bounds to Stoford and Lake and Churebeford, and by the 
divisions between Elleford and Crosseton to Elfordlak and to 
to the course of the river Meavy, and so to the place where 
the Meavy falls into the Plym, and along the Piyni towards 
the divisions of Hescombe, and to the cross roads beyond 
Purpris, and thence by passing along the way which leads 
from Cadaworth bridge to Plympton tlirough tlie land of 
llieSchaj;htowai'ds theeaatasfarasShitaburgh, and thence by 
old bound-stones to Haueketorr, and tlience towards the west 
and north through the land of Famhill to ]^faynstonktown 
and Maynstoncross and Horingbrook and to Writewillak, 
and thence by a certain footpath to I'udehel, including 
Southpudehel, and so along the bounds towards the east to 
Horsford, and thence along the autient metes to Wrilewille 
and Horyngbrok, and so to lite Plym and to Wolewillebroke 
and to Wolewille Cross, and thence by the road which 
leada from Sutton to Tavistock at Copriscrosae, and thence 
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towards the north along the ancient ditch to Bycaoum- 
bnyoneda, and so along the ancient bounds to Lobbaialla, 

And the lands and villuins of Tor at thitestorr, lying near 
to the manor of Bykelii;, with the appurtenances and M-ith 
their villanages and chattels and belongings, and the hundred 
of Roborougb, and with all pmfits thence arising with all 
suits of freemen and bondmen, and with evtsrything which 
belongs or may belong to the said hundred. 

And the manor of Columpton according to its bounds, that 
is to say from C'olump by the land of St. Nicholas of Exeter 
to Smalabrok, and by tlie outer bounds of the land of la 
Brok to the road wliich leads to Padokbrok, and thence by 
Lutteskeskell and Fonteford, and by the boundaries from 
Hitlesdon to Burn, and by Linor and Sweton, and Morston 
and Burn to Culuinp, and so by la Nywelond to Rotherford 
Bridge, and a ceitain piece of land on the eastern part of 
that water near Kyugesinill, and tLeuce by Stonweya, 
Grundla, WaWrleta, Halstrewa, Westerhayes, and Lattemere, 
to Clifbrigg, with the lands of Halsholte, and the meadows 
and woods of Swenham and their appurtenances. And the 
. land of Lygh with its appurtenances in Sampford Spiny. 
And the advowsons of the churches of Bocland Walkampton 
and Bykeliewith tlie Chapel of Scitestorr, And all things which 
belong to the aforesaid manors and lands, and to the aforesaid 
hundred whether in suits of courts, rights, seignories, military 
service, homage, scutage, services of freemen, bondmen, with 
their services, chattels and suits, wards, marriage rights, 
reliefs, aids, rents, heriots, and escheats of all kinds, with mea- 
dows, pastures, pasturages, ways, paths, woods, arable land, 
mills with their dams and tolls, dove cotes, wal«rs, fisheries, 
iish ponds, alder beds, moora, wastes, heaths, turbaries, strays, 
waifs, together with all liberties and free customs, and all 
other things, and appurtenances named and not named, which 
belong to the said manor and land, and to the said hundred or 
which from them to us, or to our heire may accrue without any 
reservation or demand ; to have and to hold the aforesaid 
manors, lands, hundred and advowsons of churches, and the 
aforesaid chapel with all their liberties, possessions, and ap- 
purtenances, by whatever name known, of our lord the king 
and his heirs, to the aforesaid abbot and convent, and to their 
successors of the aforesaid order, freely, quietly, entirely, ab- 
solutely, well, and in peace, without any exaction or demand, 
actions, or hindrance from us or of our heirs, in free and pure 
alms for ever. 

And we the said Isabella will for evar acquit and defend 
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to the said abbot and convent, and their succesaora, the said 
manors and landa, odvowsons of churches, and the said chapel, 
and the aforesaid hundred with all their liberties, things, and 
appurtenances, named and not named, against all nations, 
Jaws or Christiana. In witness whereof we have aflixcd 
our seal to the present charter with these witneaaea. Brother 
Richard, prior of Christ Church, Twynham ; Brother Thomas, 
prior of Brommor; Sir Richard, Fitz John, Richard of Aft'eton; 
Hugo of Peverell; Gilbert of Knovile; Reginald of Ferrers 
Knights ; Ralph of Lynham ; Stephen Stoil ; William of 
Stapeldon; Simon of Trav ail es worth; William of Budekeaide; 
Robert of Coleford; and others. Given at Brommor, the 
Feast of St Edmund, King and Martyr, 1291. 

F. 
AWARD OP TUB PKIOK OP PLYMPTON ADD JAMES GHCDLEIGH. 
THE PKIOR OP PLYMPTON, ETC. 
To all the faithful in Christ to whom the present lettfirs 
indented shall come. We, William the Prior of Plympton 
and James Chudleigh, Esq., send greeting in the Lord ever- 
lasting. Whereas divers suits and discords have been moved 
between William the Abbot of the House aud Church of 
the blessed Mary of Bokelond of the one part, and James 
Derueford, Esq., of the other part, at length, by the interven- 
tion of friends between the parties aforesaid, peace hath been 
obtained in this manner ; viz., that the parties aforesaid have 
submitted themselves to stand our judgment, ordinance, and 
award in the premisses, whereupon the aforesaid abbot by 
his council hath declared to us that whereas he and his 
predecessors from time to time, to the contrary whereof the 
memory of man is not, have held, and of right ought to 
have, the hundred of Roweborgh and a court of view of 
frankpledge, to be holden three times in the year at Rowe- 
borgh, and all which to view of frankpledge pertains, and also 
chatties of felons, fugitives, and escapes, of thieves, tumbrel, 
gallows, and pillory, with all the suit of free men and villeins, 
and with all liberties, free customs, or whatsoever things which 
to the hundred do pertain, or in any manner may accrue or 
pertain, as of the right of his church aforesaid. Nevertheless 
the aforesaid James Demeford hath caused to be set up a 
certain pillory and tumbrel at Estonhouse, and hath caused 
a certain court to be holden at Estonhous, within the pre- 
cinct of the bimdred aforesaid, and there hath caused to be 
presented in his court aforesaid by his ministers the assize of 
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bread and ale there levied, and effusion of blood and of arms 
and injuries done against the peace, and other articles which 
ought to be presented in ttie view of frankpledge at the 
hundred aforesaid; and hath refused the bailiffs and ministers 
of the said abbot to levy nmerciaments and distress at Eston- 
bouB of himself and his tenants tliere, and hath caused such 
and so many injuries to them that they are greatly impeded 
about the business of the said abbot in exercising liis olfice 
there, so that the same abbot hath lost the profit of his 
hundred aforesaid for five years past, which he ought to have 
received within the precinct of his visne of the manor of 
Estonbous aforesaid duriug the same time ; whereupon the 
aforesaid J. Demeford being summoned before us, the afore- 
said arbitrators says that he does not claim any right in the 
premises, or any parcel thereof, as against him is declared, 
nor hereafter intends to claim, but sujiposeth himself to be 
thereof not guilty. Therefore we the arbitrators taking upon 
ourselves the burthen of the arbitration, having heard the 
proofs thereof and mature deliberation thereupon had, do 
arbitrate, order, and adjudge on Thursday next after the 
. feast of Saint Barnabas the apostle, in the 2G'^ year of the reign 
of King Henry VI. at Boklond Monochorum, that the afore- 
said pillory and tumbrel and every of them, together with 
appurtenances and supports, before Thursday next coming, 
shall be deposed, destroyed, and removed, and thereafter not 
erected, nor the same or any other be there used by the afore- 
said James Derneford, his heirs, or assignes, or by any other 
by his procurement. Also we arbitrate, order, and adjudge 
that the aforesaid James Demeford and his heirs shall 
not hereafter hold any court with view to frankpledge at 
Estonhouse aforesaid, nor on any manner intromit himself, 
nor delay the said abbot and his successors concerning any 
articles which to view of frankpledge pertain, and he and his 
heirs shall permit the bailifi's and ministers of the said abbot 
and his successors at Estonhous aforesaid to collect, levy, 
and distrain the amerciaments, fines, executions, and other 
emoluments whatsoever which in the court of tlie hundred 
aforesaid so come, or in anywise hereafter may come, and 
to make siuumouses and executions, and also distresses and 
attachments there, and the distresses and attachments to 
there made to lead, drive, and carry away, and to retain in 
their custody without the contradiction, impediment, or distur- 
bance of the aforesaid James Demeford and his heirs, tenants, 
servants, ministers, or other whomsoever by his abatement or 
procurement in any manner. Also we arbitrate, order, and 
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adjudge that the aforesaid James Derneford shall pay to the 
aforesaid abbot and his auccessora, before the feast of St. Michael 
the archangel next coming aftflr the date of presents, £20 for bla 
costs and expenses which he hath sustained against the said 
James Derneford by occasion of the disturbance of the ministers 
of the said abbot in exercising his office in Estonshous aforesaid, 
and by reason of the execution and levying of the pillory and 
tumbrel aforesaid to be paid in favor of the said abbot by our 
award. Also we arbitrate, order, and adjndge that the security 
of this our award may for ever remain secure and be unbroken 
and be also secured in law as by the advice and counsel of 
Henry Fortescue and Wm. Hyndeston before the feast of St. 
Michael the archangel next coming shall and may be desired. 
In witness whereof we the aforesaid prior and James Chudleigh 
to these indentures have set our seals, dated the day, year, and 
place above said, and hereupon the aforesaid Henry Fortescue 
and Wm. Hyndeston on Thursday in the feast of the behead- 
ing of St John the Baptist, in the 26'"' year of the raign of 
King Henry VI., at Bokelond Monachorum, have advised and 
given council npou the award, order, and judgment aforesaid 
that the aforesaid abbot, or some one of his successors of the 
house and church aforesaid do.or ought to, prosecute against the 
aforesaid James Derneford, Esq., an action of trespass according 
as the law on that behalf demands and requires concerning 
the matters whereof the aforesaid award, order, and judgment 
are by the aforesaid arbitrators made and rendered. And the 
aforesaid James Derneford, in his proper person or by his 
attorney, in the same action ought to plead, have, and defend 
himself according to the advice and counsel of the aforesaid 
abbot or his successors, at the costs and expenses of the said 
abbot or his successors ; so that after judgment in the action 
aforesaid given, the damages, costs, and expenses by the said 
abbot or his successors recorded to the aforesaid James bis 
attorney, be released, and in nowise levied. 
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LIST OF THE ABBOTS OP BUCKLAND. 



Name. 



1. Robert. 

2. WiUiam. 
8. GeoflFiy. 

4. Thomas. 

5. William. 

6. Thomas Wappelegh. 

7. John Bryton. 

8. Walter. 

9. John. 

10. William Bolff. 

11. John Spore. 

12. John Hylle. 

13. Thomas Olyver. 

14. John Brundon. 
16. Thomas Whyte. 
16. JohnToker. 



AuthoritiM. 



Pleading in Ojrreband'B complaint. 
Named m grant by Margaret de Bipariis. 
Rolls of Parliament. 
Proceedings in claim upon the Priory of 

Plympton. 
A^peement with Ralph de Bellworthy. 
Oliver. 
Oliver. 
Oliver. 

Lease to William Pomeroy and others. 
Proceedings against Demeford. Epis. Reg. 
Oliver. 

Episcopal Registers. 
Episcopal Registers. 
Oliver. 

Leases. Agreement with Derkeham. 
Episcopal Registers, &c. 
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PEDIGREE OP THE EEDVEH8 FAMILY. 
Airiigtd from Olivir and Pitman Jonei Pedigriti of llu Ceurlnfiy Fainilia, 



> Settrt BaA 



BaliictH = Alici Sle 
4Ui Eirl. dm. of Mh Eul 
d.Lp. Bjilpli d.i,p. 



William = MaUlia Matilda 
deVeroiu. 1 orLuoT' m. Ralph 
eth Bu-L Arecia ! 

d. 10 Sept., 
HIT. 

'AarJ = Siama Baliiein ^ Mn'garrt JoAanii 



Bal^Bhi = Amitia,ii\. 
TthEuL I 



laisf" 



1391. Earl of 



niiiam Ji,Si, 



=/iaipHaaaEedvon Marfm 
ixK of Albeinajla Laood 



tbo aiXtXet loiuept 
tbc Isle oF WinLt, 

clwmta by the 

CrDVD)doaccnd^ to 

Sir H ugh Court<!iULj. 

Knt, ^-'^rundHou 

of Va^, i^- of 

8[b Bui of DeioD. 

uid wlfa of Bir 
Robert Couj1«nay. 

SdmuHd FlanlOftml ^ 



ind KID HentT II 



•#;:*■ 



I.— DRAKE PEDIGREE. 



NoTS.— Tlie earlier pedigree and the connection of Sir FnnoiB Drake with the Drakaa of 
Aah is being worked out by Dr. Drake.--8ee Arek, Joum., toL xzx. p. 869. 

John Drake of Otterton « 

I 



Edmund Drake =1 
Srd son 
"Vicar of Up- 
church, Kent. 
Willprored 
16 Jan., 1566. 



John 



I 
Mary Newman =s Francis = Elisabeth 



lot wife 

m. 8 July, 1569 

d. bu. 25 

Jan., 1583-8. 



Drake 

b. 1541 1 

kntl581 

d. 1595 

8.p. 

Thomas 

his 
brother 
inheritd. 



Sydenham 
2nd wife 
da.&hcireaa 
of Sir Oeo. 
Sydenham, 
mar. set 
dated 10 
Feb.. 1584. 
Surrd. Sir 
Francis, ft 
afterwards 
wife of Sir 
Wm. Oour- 
tenay. 



John Edward, Joeeph, JoJm, Thomas > 



[Besides these Edmund Drake 
had four other sons.] 



Eliiabeth 

da. of 
Oregoria 
ofFlymp- 

tonSt. 
Mary. 

Married 
flrstJohn 
Elford of 

Sheepa- 
t(n-,2ndl7 

Thomaa 

Drake 

d.5Mar. 

1681, bat 
Sheepator 



Jane, da. of 
Sir Amias 

Bampfyide, 

Knt, of 

Poltimore. 

Bet dated 

22 Sept. 1602. 

1st wife no 

surriTing 

issue. 



Francis 
created 

Bart.2AuR 

1622. M.P. 

for Deron. 

d. 11 Mar., 
1687. 



Joan, da. of 

SirWm. 

Strode, of 

Kewnham. 

I*oet-nup. set. 

dated 17 Jan., 

1627. 2nd wife: 

survived, and 

afterwards married 

John Treftisis. 



I 



Elisabeth = John Bamfleld, Eaq. 



Issue 



Francis = 
SndBrt 
M.P.for 
Devon. 
m.1640. 
d. 6 Jan., 
1662. 
s.p. 
foooeeded 
by nephew. 



Dorothy, da. of 
SirJohnBamp- 
fvlde, Bart, of 
Poltimore. 1st 
wife. Postnup. 
set dated 80 
Aug., 1678. 



t William JosexOi 
of Nether- 
ton. 



n 



Dorothy 
da. of John 

Pym, of 
Brymore, 
00. Somer- 
set 



Thomas = 



Susan 
da.Wm. 
Ciymes 

Bet. 

dated 

21 July, 

1641. 



John : 
of Ivy- 
bridge. 



Johanna 



Anne,da.ftoo-h. 

of Thos. Boon, 

of Mt Boon, 00. 

Devon. 2nd wife. 

Set dated 

25 Oct, 1680. 



Francis, 
8rdBart 
M.P. for 
Tavistock. 



Elisabeth, eldest da. of Sir Henrr 
PoUezfen^ Knt, of Nutwell Court, 
Lord Ghief Justioe Oom. Pleaa. 
Set dated 17 Feb., 1689. 8rd wilis. 



Oertrude = 



Henry Dorothy Franoee 
PoUex- 

fcn, of [It is doubtfiil whe- 
Nutwell ther these three 
Court daughters were the 
children of the first 
or second wife.] 



Francis Henry 

4th Bart 
b. 
d. 26 Jan., 
1739-40. 



Anne, da. of 
Samuel Heath- 
cote, Esq., of 
Hunley, uanta. 



I I I 

Oeorge, 2nd son = Sophia Bugden Henry ElLabeth 

I 8rd8on. 

A son, who died unmarried, 
and two daughters. 



Thomas Martin, 

Esq., one of the 

Welsh judges. 



Gertrude 



SthBart 
b. 26 Aug. 1722 
d. 19 Feb. 17M 

when the 

estates passed 

to his nephew, 

the 2nd Lord 

Heathfleld. 



Stands William 
of Hillingdon, 
00'. Middlesex. 

Yioe-adm. of the 

Bed. bapt 22 

Aug., 1724. 

d. 



Two daughters. 



Elisabeth 
da. of 

Sir Wm. 

Heathoote, 

Bart. 

m. 1763. 



Francis Samuel 
Bear-adm. m. 
1788. Created 
bart. 12 Aug., 
1782. d. 1789. 
s.p. 



Pooleyda. 

Geo. Onslow, 

Esq. 



I 



Anne Pollexfen 



= Sir Qeorge Augustus Heathfleld, created 
Baron Ueathflcld 6 July, 1787. 
d. 1790. 



Francis Augustus Eliott 
2nd Lord Heathfleld. d. 26 Jan., 
1813, and the title became ex- 
tinct. Succeeded to the Drake 
estates on the death of his uncle. 
Sir Francis Uenrv Drake, the 

4th Bart, 19 Feb., 1794. 



Anne Eliott 



John Trayton Fuller 

of Ashdown House, 

Sussex. 



Augustus Eliott Fuller 

b. 7 May, 1777. 

m. 1801. vd. 1857. 

s. fth. 



Issue 



Clara, eld. 
da. & oo-h. 
O. P. Me V- 

rick, of 
Bodorgan, 
Angleeea. 



Francis John 
Capt. 20th 
Dragoons. 

d. unmarrd. 
2nd son. 



I 
Thomas Trayton = Eleanor 

8rd son. Assumed only da. 

surname and arms of Jas. 

of Eliott and Drake. Halford. 
Created Bart. Esq., of 

22 Aug., 1821, with Lale- 
rcmu lauure male ham, 

issue to his brothers Middle- 
William Stephen sex. d. 
and Bose-Henry. 18 Sept 

b. 8 Feb., 1785. 1841. 

m. 5 Aug.. 1819. 

d. 6 June, 1870. s.p. 
Succeeded by his 

nephew, the present 

Bait. Became entd. 

under set. made by 

Sir Francis Henry 
Drake, 5 Bart. 



I I i 

William Stephen Bose-Henry=Margaretta Bobert Fitiherbert=nr8ula,da. 



4th son. 

Capt B.N. 

d. 10 Sept. 1815. 

s.p. 



Capt B.N. 

b. 1789. 

m. 1831. 

d. 1860. 

5th son. 



da. of Sir 
Robert 

Sheffield, 
Bart 



In holy orders. 
6th 6on. 



of Sir 

Bobert 

Sheffield, 

Bart 



I I I I I 

1 £lisa=Jno Hamilton 

2 Sarah Maria 

3 Cordelia Eleano.a 

4 Louisa 

5 Charlotte 



Issue 



Frands George Augustus Fuller Eliott Drake 
b. 24 Deo., 1839. m 1861. Succeeded his 
uncle as second Bart new creation, 6 June, 
1870. Late Capt Bojral Horse Guards. Took 
by royal license, 3 Oct, 1870, additional siir- 
names and arms of Eliott and Drake. 



Elixabeth, daughter of Sir Bobert 
Douglas, Bart, of Glenbervie. 



Jane Elixa Anne Pollexfen 
eld. da. m. 8 April, 1866. 



Bev. Bobert Briscoe, 

D.D.,Bectorof 

Nutfield, Surrey. 



J 



I 

Eleanor Halford 

m. 7 Aug., 1856. 

d. 21 Oct, 1858. 

s.p. 2na. da. 



Charles Eales 
Esq., of East- 
don, Deron. 



Son bom 
15 Oct, 1867. 



Son bom 3rd Not., 
d. 1873. 



1871. 



I 
Elizabeth Beatrice. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATES. 

I. a Plan fixmi Aislabie's map of the estate, hanging in the upper 
corridor at Buckland Abbey, referred to par. 37. 
b Ground-plfui of the remains of the Church ^approximate). 
II. a and b Door-ways in the Turret of the building (plate YI.), de- 
scribed in par* ^0. 
e The Abbey Church from the Perambulation Map, slightly enlarged, 
par. 37. See also Tranaaetiont Devonshire Aeeociationy vol. v. 
p. 512. 

III. e Capitals of columns. 

IV. Western Arch of Tower, showing springer of the Vaulting shafts. 
y. a Boss Head of the Countess Amice (P) par. 43. 

b and e Corbels in Transept. 
VI. West elevation of building referred to in par. 40. 
VII. Seals and Arms of the Abbey, described par. 27. 
YIII. Plaster Chimney-piece in the second floor of the Tower, with the 
arms of Sir Francis Drake, granted him 20 June, 1581, and 
the double motto. On the flanks, are the shields mentioned in 
par. 50. 
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BrcKLAXD. — Concluded. 



51. In my search for documents connected with Buckfast 
Abbey, I liave met with a few relating to Buckland, wliich 
may as well be given, with a few additional quotations and 
notes, as a supplement to my former paper. 

52. First as to the Abbey of Quarr, Quarrera, or Quar- 
reria, in the Isle of Wight, from which Buckland was colon- 
ised, see par. 17. The pedigree of Buckland was as under : — 

SavifiTiiy, 

Quarr, 



Buckland. 
Quarr in the oldest deeds is called Quarraria, probably from the 
neighbouring stone-quarries. It was one of the first monas- 
teries of the Cistercian order foimded in England, and was, 
as I have before shown, begun by Baldwin, Earl of Devon, 
who, in the 32nd year of the reign of Henry I. gave the 
Manor of Arreton to GeofFry, Abbot of Savignv, for its 
building. The earliest charter now remaining is that of 
Englor de Bohun, who bestowed Haseley upon the monks, 
probably soon after Baldwin's donation. This deed was 
.executed in Nonnandy and witnessed by Serlo, Abbot Geof- 
fry's successor, and ouier Norman Bishops and Abbots. This, 
with other benefactions to the abbey, was confirmed by Bichard 
son of Baldwin, whose deed without date must have been 
executed in tlie reign of Henry II. Most of the lands of tJie 
abbey appear to have been given in the reign of Stephen. 
There is also a grant from Henry, Duke of Normandy, of a 
place called Locwelle, in Normandy, for the monks of Quarr 
to build an abbey there, and a grant of confirmation from the 

G 



ii 



THR CISTKRCIAJI HOD8K8 OF DEVOS. 



same Henry n« King of Knglnnd. Tliis, Sir Ricliard W'oralojr 
conjeotoreis to have been an set of gmtitudo in Henry to 
Earl Baldwin for espousing the cause of Matilda. Among 
the persons of consequence known to have been buried liere 
are Earl Baldwin the founder, Adcliza liin countc««, and thoir 
Bon Henry. Witlinm de Vemun lte<]ueathed £300 for U>o 
erection of a tomb here for himself and hiH father ; the chapel 
also contained a monument to the Lady Cicely, oeeond 
daughter of King Edward IV, (See DugdaWt ilonattieon. 
Hut. hie of Wii/ht, p. 177, jwte.) 

53. Id ine foundation deed of Aniicia Countess of Devon 
mention is made of her daughter Morparet, described as 
K nun of Lacock. Ldtcock Abbey was in *Viltiihire, found«<l 
in 1232 by Ella daughter of Wifliam Earl of Salisbury and 
widow of William Longs[>ee, a natural son of Henry II. by 
fair Rosamond, and, in right of his wife, Earl of Salisbury'. 1^ 
this abbey Amicia gave the manor of Hhorewell in the Isle of 
Wight, and also her heart. In all probability the body of 
Amicia was buried at Auckland, and her heart certainly waa 
at Lacoek. Her obit was kept at the latter place, on the Feast 
of St Andrew, down to the Dissolution, and in the VaJor is 
an entry: — "To money distributed to the poor on the feast 
of St. Andrew the Apostle for the soul of Amicia Countess of 
Devon, four bushels of com worth Ss, 8<i., and on the eve and 
day of that feast to three poor persons in bread drink and 
meat to each of them daily 2d. worth, 3a. S<V' 

54. Of the documents, the lirst is from the Koll, Placita de 
Quo Waranto, Edw. I,, whereby it appears tliat Amicia was 
called upon to show by what auUiority slie held the hundreds 
of Wonford, Tiverton, Harrige, Boborough, and Axminster, 
and view of frankplefige, &c. in Tiverton, CoUumpton, ana 
Exminater, without licence, &c. 

Arnica Comitissa Devon' sum' fuit ad respond' dno R^gi de 
ptito quo war'to tenet hundra de Wonford Ttvkbton Har- 
bigg' Bubekog & AxEHENisTRE que ad Ooronam dni Regis 
ptinent, Et quo waranto dam' hre visum francipleg' fiircas 
emendas assis' panis & c'vis fracto in Titebton, Uolohp- 
ton' & ExEMiNiBTBE sine licentia, &c. 

Et Amicia p' attor' suii venit, Et dicit qd non debet dno 
Regi ad hoc bre responde quia dicit 3d non tenet int«gre 
pdca hundra eo qd Abbas de Bi^ioland tenet inde hundra 
de Harrigo & HtiBKROo' at petit judm de bri. 

Et Will's de GyselVm qui scquit' pdfio Rege dicit qd 
licet pdcus Abbas tencat pdca hundra pdcta Amicia t^ietur 
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responde diio Begi de ten&ncia suo quo ad ftlJa hundrs et 
niBi inde respondeat petit judiciu de ip'a tanq'm de iiidefeiiHa. 
D'lBB dat' est ei coram diio R'a die Po^'h in unu meosem 
ubicunKj' &c. de audo judo ano &c. — Rot. 37. (Piacita de 
Quo Waranto Edw. I. Ed: Rec. Cora, fol 1818, p. 168.) 

55. The nest is from the Assize Roll, 1281 : Robert of AtEsttot. 
Bucklaod, who was the first abbot, is charged with unjiistly 2^"i'* "Iff: 
dispossessing the Prior of Plympton of certain land ; — Eiiwarri I, 

A.D. 128L 

§ Assisa venit recogii si Robs Abbas eccie Bci Benedci de 
Boclannd frat Rogus Iverlesboclond WiBs le Forerf Tliom 
de Wythye Giibs le Brewer WiSs de Wyrk*m Wal?u8 de 
Eckewortb Robtus Gosee Rics do Crowei Witts de Elleswitt 
Rofus de Fyleeh'm RoPus Seiner Wal?us le Provost Witts 
Russet Robs de Alwistofi tto^us Upperig" Witts le Knyht Rics 
de Legh Rog'ua Orig' Gilbs de la Buro Thorn do Colewitl 
Thoih le Fotnr Gilbs de Crewile Witts Altwy Wal?us 
tJppehuS Ricus Bulymer Waitcrus Webbe Witts le Pyl 
Gaifrs Aylmer Edwardus de Uptoii Petr de Wobhuti Robs 
do la Yo Gilbs le Rede Robs de la Hole Ricus Berey Rogua 
Lond Godef 'rs de Bikecumb et Rogus do Hamme injuste Ac. 
disaois Priore de Plumpton de llbo ton aiio in Plympton post 
pm tc. Et unde quer* qd disS eum de quinq'ginta acr Pre 
cnm ptin. Et Prior veii et re' ae de bri suo Ido pdcna Abbas et 
alii inde sine die Et Prior et pi sui de pS in mia scitt Gaifrs 
le Frere et G'va3 de Crymel Postea covenit in? eos od pdcs 
Abbas cogn pdcas quin^nta acr tre eii ptifi in HetfeM 
jnxa Pudele ee jus p<lci Prioris et eccie sue de Plympton et 
illas ei redd tenend pdco Priori et succ suis imppet Et p liac 
?c. pdcs Prior cocessit qd tenetes ipius Abbis in Pudet heant 
communa in eisdem teii tempe apto ad omnimoda avia etc. 
(Assize Roll, M. 1, 34.— 1 Memb' 29d.) 

56, The next is from the Do Banco Roll, William charging 
Thomas the Abbot, and Brother John Bryton, monk of the 
abbey, and John Spenser, with breaking into the house of 
the said William at Collumpton and carrying off goods and 
chattels to the value of £10. The defendants did not appear, 
and we do not know the result. 



Will's Couta p all suu op' se iiij" die 9su3 Thoma Abbem 
de Boklond et frem Johein Brytoii comonacu ciusdc Abfiis et 
Jotlem Spenser de plito quare vi et armis domu ipius Witti 
spud Colomptoii fregunt et bona et cal sua ad Valencia dece 
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librae ibidm invent copunt ct asptavimt et alia enormia ei 
intiilcrunt ad g"ve (Ian)|)nu ipius W itli et eont"" pace Reg etc. 
Et ipe non veri Et huer inde die vstj} ad liunc die scitt a die 
Pasclie in tres sept'ias p essofi suu postqam attach etc. I'oi>rec 
est vie qd distr eos p ornes 1?r ete. Et qd de exi? etc. Eit qd 
habet corpa eox hie a die sci Alietiis in xv dies etc (De 
Baneo Koll. East, 3S Edward III.) 

57. In the Taxation of Pope Nicholas, 1291, we find some 
of the Abbey j)roperty mentioned : — 

Abbas de Bokland) Bokland qVl tax' . 
h't Man'ria de | Bikeley q d tax' . 

Walhampton & in Derte- 

more, q'd tax' . 
Colompton q'd tax' 
Item apud Bikeeumbe q'd tax' 
S'ln*" . . . . 39 13 5 
Dec"- . . . 3 19 4i 

(Pp. 146-153.) 

There are also two or three other scattered references. 

58. The next, in Nonnan-French, from the White Book 
of Tenures in Cornwall, is a direction, that in consequence 
of the poverty of the Abbey it should be relieved from the 
payment of charges connected with the Forest of Dart- 
moor : — 

Pur la iiiai«<)ii Comewaillc. ft'ever Mar). Ian Dengt xxx E. etc. Afire 
'Ifn^inhV"''* «^ vadlet Robt de Eleford nre seii de Corn et Devene^ salu). 
P()rceq3 iio^ avons entenduz q la poure maison de nre dame 
de Bokland est durement mult aninentie p la charge et *3venue 
des forests de nre foreste de Dertemore Sur quei no^ 
desiri-ant} la relevacion de la dite maison Vous maundons 
cj vous meismes sveic} q ele ne soit chargee ou grevec p' les 
flit} forests ou aut^s autrement q ele ne doit estre de reson, 
et ne soeff'rez q labbe de la dite maison ou ses gent) et tenant) 
soient empeschc} ou endama'gc) p les dit) forest^s autrement 
q nad estee vseo einz ces heures ou q ils deyvent estre de 
bon foi. Don etc. a londs le xiij iour de ffever Ian etc. p t 
levesq) de Wync. 

niiite hook of Tenures in CornivalL— 25-39 Edw. III. 

59. The last document is a complete copy of the Ministers' 
accounts, 31-32 Henry VIII., so far as they relate to Buck- 
land, carefully transcribed from the original. It gives fiill 
details as to the property of the abbey at the time, the 
rental, and the names of the various tenants. 
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BucKLAND Abbey, co. Devon. 



Comp'a Oim et singulox Balliuox Si>o§ Cott firii 
Ministro^ Computabit Oim et Singlox Dnioj Maflio 



Cott firmar ct at ;"P*^',*>°»«'^'-' 
)ios ierr et 
tent Hector peneon et porcon quaxbumq^ tarn Spuat qam 
Tempat Dni llcgf Deo nup Moii ptinen sive spectan viz. a 
fFcsto sci Michis Arctii Anno Rogni Henr viij" Dei gra Angt 
et fFraunc Rf fidei DefenS Dni hibn ac in terr supmi Capitf 
Ecctie Angt xxxj™° vsq} idm fsm sci Michis Arclli Anno 
eiusdm Dni Rf extunc pxim sequen scit p vnu annii Integr 
put inferius pt 

CoMP'us Georffii Pollerde firmar ibm p tempus Scit' d'ci imp' Mon' cg terr 

j5j-jj^ ^*' *^ r D'uicar eid'm p'tinen'. 

Nutt put in pede vltimi Compi Anni px pcedefi plenius Arrcraj:. 
cont'. 

Sm"^ — nutt. 

Sod r de — xxiij li. iij s. v d. de firfh Scif ifcm cu Orf pomar ffi^n^'- 
Gardiii terr prat pasc & pastur voc Calses pke Barne pke 
Dedeh^'m Quarry pke cQ duob) pvis pra? eidin Annex le 
Oonygcr Wj-ndemyll pke long pke cii 1 pvo praf adiac Long- 
land vynfens Oxenh'^in Southefelde Penmlshe pke Ookewell 
Higher Byckh**"m Lower Byckeh""m Haylebello Longpke 
Ruggemytt pke Cansey mede & Shepewaysshe cu S ptiii eidni 

?mi< 




virginis 

Archi equatr viz. p ij hnioi festis infra temp^ hui^ Compi 
acciden ut supra. 

Sm"' — xxiij li. iij s. v d. 

Sm"' Toflis firm pdce — xxiij li. iij s. v d. q lifcavit Thome 
Arundell Milit Rec Dni Rf ifcm de exit firme pdco huius 
Anni sine billa sed tm ex Recognicicon sua sup hunc compm. 

CoMP'us Rofeti Toker Batt ifcm p tempus pdcm. Mauin de 

Nutt put in pede vltimi Compi Anni px pcedefi iilenius Colomptoii ( u 

«^«i.r tr w r I ^g^* tCIT* 111 

c^nt- ^ ^ Exofi. 

Sm — nutt. Arreraj;.* 

Sed r de — ciiij s. vj d. de toto Redd lifcoi Tcnen ifcm p Redd' lib'o' 
Annu sot ad fm Sci Michis Arch tm put p Compm de Anno Tcnen'. 
px pceden sup hunc Compm exeunt. 

Sm — ciiij s. AJ d. 
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Rfidd' Cnst' Et de — Ivj li. vij 8. xj cl. de toto Rodd Custum Tenen ibm p 

Teneir. Aiinu cu xvj s. vj d. re in? Tenen ifem p quodm redd voc ]e} 

guldage rent p Annu sot ad iiij"' Anni tnilos principat equis 

poreion put in Compo de Anno px pceden ad larg annotaT 

plenP cont^ 

Sm"' — Ivj li. xij 8. xj d. 

Terr* in Exofi. Et de — XX vj 8. viij d. de Redd 1 Ten infra Civita? Exon in 
tenur Joh*nnc Chubbe vid p Annu sot ad tmios ^dcos. 

Sm"" — xxvj a. viij d. 

pViuw'Cur'. Et do — xs. ixd. de pquig cur ibm hoc Anno ten? put p 
Rollas ea^dm sup hunc Compm ostens et examiaf ultra 
xlj 8. V d. de diviJ Amciam illevabit ct pdonal rone Act pliam 
do gcirali pdonac Dni Rf inde edi? et pvig. 

Sm"^ — x 8. ix d. 
Sm"' Totlis Re?. — Ixiij 1. xiiij s. xd. 

D quib). 

ffcod' et va<r. ISm compu? in food sive vad sui ipius compu* Baft ifem ad 
Ixvjs. viijd. p Annu sic sibi conccsS ac Wittmo & Hugon 
fit S p tmio vito ooi p tras paten Dai sub sigillo nup conven- 
tuat ifem xx"^ die ffebruarij Anno rr Henrici viij^ xxv*° sot 
ad fes? Annuo bte Marie virginis & Sci Michis Archi equis 
poreion put in eisdm tris paten plcni^ cont' viz. in Altone 
timoi virtute trara pdict p hoc anno — Ixvj s. viij d. Et in 
food Johis Edmond Decennar ManSij pdci ad xx s. p annu 
sic sibi Silit ConcesS p rmio vite 5 p tras paten nup Abfeis ^ 
conven? ibm dat xx™® die Aprit Anno xxix^o JJ^ ^Jci sot ad 
fm Sci Michis Archi tm viz in Attone hmoi virtute ea^dm 
trarx paten p hoc anno — xx s. Et in feed Anthonij Harvye 
subsefi Manlij pdci Ac Maflij do Bauntofi ad xxvj s. viij d. p 
Annu sic sibi concesS p rmio vite g p tras pateii dci nup prior 
& conven? da? vj^ die Octobr anno xxx™° Diii Rf pdci sot ad 
fes? pdcm viz. in Attone hmoi Virtute trax j5dcai p hoc anno 
xxvj 8. viij d. Et in Stipend ctici Auditor scriben hunc 
compm put Cticis Audit Dri Rf Ducat g lancastr AUocar 
Cong viz. in Attone hmoi put Alloc est in Annis pceden — ij s. 

Sm*^ — cxv s. iiij d. 

Kxpen' Sen'. Et in Expeii Sent Ctici Cur & At Officiar ibm cxisteri p 
cur supMicf hoc anno tenend put p Rotut eaxdm sup hunc 
compm ostcng & examia? — xx s. ij d. 

Sm"' — XX 8. ij d. 
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Et in Denar pdcm comp*n? Hba? Thome j Lib'ac' denar' 

Arundell Milif Kocept Dni Rf ibm de exit ( i • i • 

oi^ ^ I. • A • • I'M. 1 r / iv] I. XIX 8* 111) a. 

othc 5 huius Anni sine bin sed tm ex j "^ •' 

Recognic S sup hunc compm . . . / r' Rec*. 

Sm*^ Alloc et Hbac pdict — Ixiij. H xiiij s. x d. 

Que quidm Sm"" correspondot sume Totlis Re* Bdce. 

Et sic Eq,. 

CoMP'us Wal?i Langesforde Baft j^^^^e wi:ik^^^^^ 

ibm p tempus pacm. ^ ^ cert* ten-' in Saulteaysshe. 

Nutt. put in pede vltimi compi Anni px pcedeii pleni^ Arrerag*. 
cent"". 

Sm""— nutt. 

Sed r de — lix 1. xij s. xj d. ofe de toto Redd t*m lifeox q*m Redd' Asais'^ 
custum Tenefi ifcm p Annu sot ad iiij °' Anni rnios principat ^° Bucklond'. 
equis pore put in compo de Anno px pcedeii ad larg Annotal 
pleni^ cont'. 

Sm*^ — lix 1. xij s. xj d. ofe. 

Et de — viij 1. de Redd Assis in Haylo cu xx" de Redd Rowburgh & 
cuiusdm Coie de Rowburgh pdca sot ad tmios pdict put p ^ayle. 
dcm compm de Anno px pceden. 

Sm*^ — viij I. 

Et de xxj 1. xiiij s. viij d. ofe de Redd AssiS Custum Tenefi WalkeMm- 
cu iiijs. jd. ofe. de Redd Guldag ifem p Annu put p3 p compm *^°*- 
pdcm. 

Sm"^ — xxj 1. xiij s. viij d. ofe. 

Et de Ixij s. xj d. de toto Redd AssiS Teneii ifem p Annu Shittistor & 

sot ut sup put p3 p comp pdcm. Rynmore. 

Sm"^ — Ixij s. xj d. 

Et de viij s. de Redd j Ten ifem p AnnO sot ut sup p3 p Salteaysshe. 
compm pdcm. 

Sm"" — viij s. 

Et de — xxiiij s. ix d. de pqui§ cur ifem hoc Anno ten? cu P'quis' cur', 
xxj s. de quod'm redd voc Measure wheighte & watche sot p 
xiiij" decennar ifem ex Antiq cong put p3 Rotut ea^d siid 
hunc Compm ostenS & examiaf ultra xlviij s. iiij d. de divg 
AiSciam illevabit & pdonal rone Acf pliam.de genlali pdonac 
Dni Rf inde edit & pvis. 

Sm*"— xxiiij s.ixd. 

Sm"" Toflis Re? — iiij " xiiij 1. ij s. iiij d. 

• D quib3. 



&I in tillo redd 
xiiij s. X d. alb ad 
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ffeod' k rnit' Idm Comput in feod BiveBeg&rd sui ipius Cumpu'' Bait ibm 

^Kspen' ad xls. p Arinii sic sibi conceaS p Smio vite 3 p tras pateii da? 

' " * sub Sigilt Dup Conventuat ifim xxvj"' die Api'it Anno rrf 

Henric viij xxx™ sot ad fm sci Micliis Arotli tm put in eiadm 

tris pateii ad larg rro' pleni^ Anparet viz. in Aftone llnioi 

Virtute tras ptlicl p hoc Anno — xl &. 

Et in Stipend Clici Auditor scriben hunc compm put Alloc 
eat in Ann pceden— ij s. 

Et in Expen Son' Ctic Cur & at Officiar ibm existen p cur 
BUp*dicl hoc anno tenend put p3 Rotut easdm sup hunc coropin 
ostenS & exainia! — iiij s. iij d. 

Sm"^ — xlvj B. iij d. 

Dctim' Recid', Et in defecl Eedd j Teii in Salteaysshe bud oiuat in ticlo 

666 ad vin's. p. Annfi & duo^ Ten nup^m te" Johis v" 
oldm' & Johis Broke iiijs. xjd. supi"- "■ 
lie dimua' ^' Assis MaSlij pdoi infra Sumatn Iviij '. 

^nT&lJ^ept'' '" ^" "J ''■ P ^>""' Et qd diet Tea totlr in decaS aunt & exJBl 
vac ac in nulU^ te' p totii t«mp^ liui^ compi ex sacra dei 
compute vij. in defecf hmoi Redd 5 tonip^ pdcm xvij s. xj d. 
Sin'"— xv-ij s. xj d. 

lih'iw' Deunr' Et in denar p Conipntf li W Thome 1 

Arondeil Mili't Rec Diii Rf ibm de ...-, 
r" Hec'. exit officij 5 huius Anni sine biti sed j ^ 

tm ex Recognic s sup hmic Compm ) 

Sm"* Alloc et libac pdicl — iiij" xij li. ix s. vj d. 

Et debt xxxij B. X d, q Alio'' ei ut de tot Den p ipm Bolut 
p diVS Repac fact & impoil bud Di^s Ten & Cotag infra 
Ma^iii pdcm hoc Anno masie EuinoS ut in empcioii Tegui 
find Clav Calc & aren ao at ad hec necesBar put p bitt de 
pticlis inde sup hunc compm ost^nS & examia!. 

EtEq,. 

Byckeleieh&Shaghp'coIl'Man'ii CoMP'UB Johis Stephyii Batti bm p tempUB 
lie BDcktund' p'dict" pdcm. 

AtTorag. Nult put in pede Vltimi Compi Anni px pcedeii pleni^ 

conf. 

Sm"" — nuS, 

Kwid' ABBin'. Sed r de xxiiijl. iiij s. vijd. de toto Redd t'm lifeos q'm 
CuBtum Tenenc ibm p Aniiii sot ad iiij"' Anni ?mfus principat 
equia pore put in Compo de Amio pS peeden ad larg Annotat 
plenius eont'. 

Sm'^ — xxiiij li, iiij a. vij d, 



si. 



iij d. [?1 
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Et do iiij 1. vj s. viij d. de firm j Molend ifem p Annu sic ffirm' Molend. 
dim Thome Boroman p Indefi ut Ass^it' sol ad festa pdca ut ^® By<^J^el«JR»» 
P3 in Compo de Anno px peeden. 

ISm — luj 1. VJ s. viij d. 

Et de xxvij s. vij d. de pquis xiij" cur ifem hoc anno tent P'quis' Car'. 
cii ix* de hiett vij s. v d. de Redd cenS J xj s. ij d. de At 
pquis put p3 Rotut ca^dm sup hunc compm osteng % examial 
ult**" xxixs. vd. de divs Amciam illevabit *? pdonat rone Ac? 
pliam de gcfiali pdonac Dni Regf inde edit i pvis. 

Sm"" — xxvij s. vij d. 

Sm"^ Totlis Re* — xxix li. xviij s. x d. 

D quib). 

Idm Compu? in feod sive Regard sui ipius compu' Baft ^^^* * ^*'^'- 
oim & singles Dniox Manlio^ Terr & Ten cii omibi eox Mem- 
bris in Byckleigh Abbottesrowe & Shagh ac vis fr'unc pleg 
Manlij de Buckelond voc Holme Balin ad xxvj s. viij d. p 
Annu sic sibi concesS p tmio vite 3 p tras paten dat suB 
Sigillo nup conventuat ibm ix^^ die Aprit Anno rrf Henrici 
viij ^ xxx™*^ sot ad f 'm §ci Michis Arctii tantii put in eisdem 
tris paten ad larg rro* ploni^ liquet viz. in Attone hmoi vir- 
tute trax pdic? p tempus huius compi — xxvj s, viij d. Et in 
feod sive Regard cuiusd^ra Simon La wry Decennar oTm & 
single^ Dnio^ sive MaSio^ P^^^^ ^ ^i ®' ^V) ^' P -A.nnu viz. 
in Attoae hmoi caug excic officS huius Anni put Alloc est in 
Ann pcedefi — vj s. viij d. Et in Stipend Ctici Auditor scriben 
hunc compm put Alloc est in Ann pcedefi — ij s. 

Sm"' — XXXV s. iiij d. 

Et in Denaf p dcm compu** solu? p expefi sen^ Ctici Cur & Expen* Sen''. 
At OflSioiar ifem existen ad Cur sup*dict hoc Anno tenend 
put p3 Rotut ea^dm sup hunc compm osteng & examla? — 
xlj s. j d. 

Sm"' — xlj s. j d. 

Et in Denarp dcm compu* lifeat Thome \ Hb'ac' Denar'. 

Arundell Milit Rec Dni Rf ifem de exit I .... , , 

^^ ., . A • • u-«. 1 r ' ) xxmj 1. XIX s. nil d. 
omc SUI huius Anni sine bin sed tm ex | •^ ^^ 

Recognic g sup hunc compm . . ) r* Rec*. 

Sm*^ AUocae et lifeac pdic? — xxviij 1. xv s. ix d. 

Et Defet — xxiij s. j d. q Alio"" ei ut do to? den p nov fcur* 
j pinfald Dni Regf ifem p Salv Custod Catait p dco Dno 
Rege district in eodm pinfald ponend hoc Anno sine bitt sed 
7m ex sacro dci compu^ Et Eq^. 

H 
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niu-kelomlc 

Uortor*. 

Arrera^'. 



rtirm' Keotor*. 



r' Heo\ 



Sup". 



CoMp'rs Rot)ti Tookcr firmnr ibm p tenipiis pdcm. 
Idm o^ lie — xviij li. de arr vltinii compi Anni px pccden 
put ibm pleni^ cont"^. 

ISin"'— P3. 

Sed r de — xviij 1. dc firm 01m Decim Garb Rect pdict 
eu Ofnib) At Comod oidiu ptin sic dim pfa? Coinpu' Wittino 
& Hu^ron fil s de (juinriuen in qiiiiu[iienniu duran tiiiio Ix Ann 
p Indeii Dat (juinto Die Octobr Anno rrf Honrici viij^ xxvij"*° 
sot ad fm sei Andrec tm put in eadm Indcfi ad larg irro* 
plenius eonf. 

Sm'"^" — xviij 1. 

Sni*^ Totlis ffirmo pdict eu Arr — xxxvj li. Do qib) libavit 
Thome Arundell Milit Hoc Dfii Rf ibm de exit firm g pdict 
hoe Anno sine bitt sed tm ex Reeognic S sup hunc Conipm — 
xviij 1. Et debt — xviij li. . . . . . Totu. 

Ij3m Comi>u**^ de Arr firm g huius Anni eo qd het Die 
Soluc inde uxsa fm §ci Andreo px futur post ClauS hui^ 



Compi put p Inden dci firmar 



• •• 1 

XVUJ 1. 



ffirni' RectV 



liect de Walkh-mton & CoMp'us dci Robti TookcF firmar ibm p tempus 

Shittistor'. pdcm. 

Arreraj:.. Idm o"" de — vij 1. X s. de Arr Vltimi Compi Anni px 

peedeii pleni^ co^t^ 

Sm"^— P3. 

Sed r de — vij 1. x s. de firfii deciiii Garb eiusdm Rector ac 
de iij''"" Ten in Byeklei^h eu omib) at Cofhixlit eidm Rector 
ptin sic dim pfut Compi Wittmo & Ilugon fit 3 p Pmio Ix 
Annop p ludefi supius in Compo px pcedefi specific sot ad fm 
§ci Andree pdict put p bulen pdicl. 

Sm"^ — vij 1. X 8. 

Sm"^ Totlis flSrme pdict — xv li. q libavit Thome Arundell 
Milit Rec Dfii Rt* ibm de exit firm pdict hoc Anno sine bitt 
sed tm ex Recognic 3 sup hunc Compm — vij li. x s. 

Et debt — vij 1. X s. 

Sup Ipm Compu*" de Arr firm g hui^ Anni. Eo qd hot 
Die ut sup — vij I x s. 

CoMr'us sup'^dci Robti Tooker firmar ibm p tempus pdcm. 
Nutt put in pcde Vltimi Compi Anni px pcedeii plenius 
cent'. 

Sm"' — nult. 



Kect' dc 

Bampton*. 

Arrerag*. 
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Sed r de — xl H. do firm Rector ifcm cu Mane dom Clausur ffi"n'. 
terr Ten necnon fruct deeim oblacion & At pfic quibuscuq^ 
eidm Beet ptifi sic dim pfaf Compu* de quinquefi in quinquen 
duran rmio Ix* Annex p Inden da? xxiiij**^ die Julij Anno rrf 
Henrici viij^^ xxvj^** sot ad ffesf Pasche & Nat Dni p equat 

E)rcion cu xxl. p pone Vicar ifcm xls. sot Epo Exon & 
ccafi & Ca{)itlo ifcm p penciofi S Ac xv s. ix d. sot Archno 
Exon p Sinod & pcur Omib) At oSib) pochiat & Capett §ci 
Luce put in eadem Inden acl larg irro^ pJenius cont^ 

Sm"^ — xl li. 
Sm"^ Totlis ffirme pdict — xl li. 

D quib). 

Idm Compu? in Denar solut Vicar ifcm p pencion § ad Penc' & Pore' 
xxl. p Annu sic-sibi & Succ suis coneesS p quandm CompoS ^? Sinod' & 



conccsi}. 



inde mr die? Vicar ac nup Abfcem & Convon? ifcm confec? viz. ^ 
in Altone hmoi p tempus huius compi — xx 1. Et in Consilib) ^^^^j^^r 
pencion Ann** sot Epo "* & Decano ^'^^ & Capiflo Exon 
exeunt ex* Rector pdic? ad xl s. p Annu viz. in Altone hmoi p 
tempus huius Compi put ab Antiq Allocar ConS in Ann 
pceden — xl s. Et in Denar solut Archno Exon p Sinod & 
pcurac p Annu put omino Allocar Con§ — xv s. ix d. 

Sm""*— xxij 1. XV s ix d. 

Et in Denar p pdcm compu*® lifcat ] lib*ac* denar'. 

Thome Arundell Mi^ Kec Dni Rf ifcm de ( .. , i 

exi? firm pdce sine biit sed ?m ex Recognic I ' j . j . r. ec . 

S sup hunc compm . . • . . ) 

Sm"" AUocac et lifcac pdict — xl 1. Que quidm Sm"" corre- 
spond sume Toflis firfh pdict. 

60. In 1553 we find the following monks still alive and 
enjoying their pensions : — 

John Tooker, Abbot 
John West 
Thomas Hooper 
William Gye . . 
William Alford . 
Benedict Lonege 
William Milford 
William Ebsworth 
John Jordayne . 
Thomas Maynard, Robert Troope, Hugo Harvey, and 
Simon Rugeway having died in the meantime. 

61. The enlargement from the old Dartmoor Perambulation 
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Map accompanying my first pa|>er is incorrectly engraved. 
On reference, I find my drawing is right, but the litho- 
grapher has taken liberties, and on tlie riglit-hand side of the 
tower and transept has inserted an uj)per row of windows, 
giving the appearance of a clerestory, which is altogether 
wrong. Tlie engraver has* also made the buildings above, 
more distinct than thoy are in the original drawing. 

61. In connection with Sir Francis Drake, I may mention 
tliat after our last meeting Captain Swann, of Honiton, was 
good enough to write me, asking if I had met with anj 
boxes on wliieh were carved or engraved the arms of Sir 
Francis Drake, and describing one in his possession. 
Curiously enough, his letter reminded me of a box which I 
had seen, which, as far as 1 could recollect, corresponded 
with the descrii)tion given by Captain Swann. Of course, 
when wanted, the box could not be found, and it was sup- 
iK)sc(l to have been altogether lost Fortunately, within the 
last few weeks it has been recovered. It bears the inscription, 
John Brisset fecit, 1712. The arms of Drake appear in a 
shield, A fess tcavy between two polar stars; above is a helmet 
and the crest, a ship under niff^ drawn round a terrestrial globe 
with a cable rope by a hand out of tlie clouds. The letters 
A. D. stand for the crest motto. Tlie motto, sic parvis 
nia^/na, is below the shield. At the toj) are the words " Sir 
Francis Drake," and below the ship the words, " Tlie Adven- 
ture — Europe, America [ ? Hispanial, Asia, Africa." The 
mantling is very good and the work delicate. 

There is a box similar to this in the British Museum, and I 
have heard of others, and it would seem that there are many 
in existence of various sizes. 
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62. The Abbey of Bulfestra, the name by which we find 
it called when we first leam of its existence, occupies a site — 
within the hundred of Stanborough, the Deanery of Totnes, 
and the parish of Buckfastleigh — which is not so t}T)ical of a 
Cistercian selection, nor so secluded, as are many of the houses 
of the White Monks. It is situated, it is true, in the deep 
valley, close by the river, selected originally more for use 
than pleasure, with the hills surroundmg the retreat, and 
protecting the pasture land ; but still, beautiful as the position 
is, and charming as is the scenery (and those who know 
Turner's exquisite engraving will not say that the painter has 
exaggerated its loveliness), there is not that sense of repose, 
that feeling which comes over the visitor of distance and 
apparent estrangement fi'om the world without, which is 
so characteristic of many abbeys of the Cistercians. I must 
assume my hearers to be acquainted with the facts relating to 
the general history of the order contained in my first paper, 
pars. 1 to 14. 

63. Throughout this paper I shall use the convenient word 
" Buckfast " in speaking of the abbev. We find the spelling 
varying from time to time in the different documents relating 
to the house— Bulfestra, Bulfestre, Bugfasta, Bocfasta, Bus- 
sestre, and Buckfestria, are instances. In the earlier deeds 
the last syllable has ordinarily the '* r," which was dropped as 
time went on. The spelling Bussestre is evidently a mistake 
of the scribe or copyist mistaking the letter "f" for a 
long " s." 

64. Unlike the abbev to which my two preceding chapters 
have been devoted, which was one of the latest mediaeval 
monastic foundations in England, the early history of the 
Abbey of Buckfast is lost in remote antiquity. 
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65. It is one of the common errorB, which, like the vtdgar 
belief that all raonk^ were and are prieate, I suppoBe will 
never bo eradicated fi'ora the mind of the or dinarv English- 
man, that monasteries had their rise in and only Souriehed 
during the middle ages. In spite of all tliat has been written 
ajid aaid, it is forgotten by many, that from tlie first institu- 
tion of Clu'istianity, to say nothing of the earlier dispensation, 
livoa of seclusion were found necesaary for the welfare of 
many souls whose lots were cast in the midst of a world 
steeped in heatlien widtednoaa. And Britain from the first 
had monks, and the fury of the English vented itself upon 
them, and upon their priests, tlieir altars, and tlioir churcoea. 
The story of the massacre of the monks of Bangor will recur 
to everyone, and scattered throughout the [t&ges of the earliest 
clironiolers are references to places which, if not monasteries 
in the sense in which we use the word, were placea of retire- 
ment and religious asceticism. If these facte are forgotten, it 
ia not much to be wondered at that the early histoiy of the 
Abbey of Buckfast should have been lost sight of by the 
casnal reader. 

fi6. In all |>robability the abbey was in existence before 
the coming of the North-man, and it is an unquestionable fact 
that monks were settled in the pleasant spot on the banks of 
the Dart long before the Norman Conquest The account 
will therefor© carry us far back through tlie story of England's 
history. 

67. There appears to be no good reason for doubting tlie 
claim, rather proudly put forward by tlie Buckfast monks in 
the reign of Edward I., where the jurors affinu that tJiey, 
the monks, said thai the Abbey held a certain manor called 
Sele Monachorum, by the gift of King Cnnt, — 

" Dicunl quod Abbaa Bucfestrie tenet quoddam maneriwn 
quod vacatur Sele jnonacliorum in perpetuam elemosinam rf« 
doTto regit Vnud." — Rotuli Hundreaorum, Edw. I. 

There can be little question that that spacious monarch 
was interested in some way in this part of hia kingdom of 
Wessex. You will recollect Lyfing was his companion on 
his pilgrimage to Rome, and to him, the then Abbot of 
Tavistock, ancrwards the famous Bishop, the King entrusted 
that remarkable letter to his English people which contains 
so much kingly wisdom, and snows so much anxiety for 
the welfare of hia subjects. Cnut, during his reign, did 
mnch for religion, and conferred many a gift upon the 
monks, and Ely and St. Edmundsbury, Glastonbury and 
Winchester, among other places, benefited by his bounty, 
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and long cherislied his memory, and the Church, during the 
years of peace which he gave to the country, fostered 
literature, art, and, to some extent, science, and spread 
throughout the land " great buildings and busy schools." 

()8. From the list of their possessions after the Conquest, it 
is not rash to assume that the monks of Buckfast received 
something more than the manor of Sele from the Danish 
King. In the possession of tlie Dean and Chapter of Exeter 
is a charter of Cnut, confewing land upon Burhwold, the 
Bishop of St. Germans, in which I think may be recognised 
the names of places in Devon, and on the death of Burhwold 
the King assented to the request of Lyfing, who was then 
Bishop of Crediton, that the sees of St. Germans and 
Crediton might be united, and to this king and the once 
Abbot of Tavistock, and to his successor Lcofric, tlie esta- 
blishment of the see of Exeter, as we now have it, is due. It 
is in our time, after a union of nearly nine hundred years, 
that the ancient sees of Devon ajid Cornwall are again to be 
separated. 

69. From the death of Cnut, 1035, to the date of the 
Domesday Survey is but fifty years or thereabouts, and in the 
Great Survey we find clear evidence of the existence, and a 
list of the possessions, of Buckfast Abbey. Whatever the 
foundation of the Abbey might have been, Domesday Book 
shows us that at the time of the Survey Abbot Alwine and 
his monks were not only settled at Buckfast, which was the 
head of the abbacy, but had considerable possessions in land 
and other property in the county. The entries are interesting 
and valuable, and ftirthor on will be found translations which 
I have made from the Exeter and Exchequer books. The 
former, belonging to tlie Dean and Chapter, is supposed to 
have been the groundwork of the Exchequer book (the one 
intended to be preserved as the permanent record), and, as 
is apparent on comparing the two, much more full in its 
information. Thus, in 1086 it is clear that tliere was a 
religious house at a place called Bulfestra, that it had con- 
siderable property, and was apparently in a flourishing con- 
dition. There can be no question that this place was Buckfast 
Abbey. 

70. It has been always stated, that in some way or other 
this house was dissolved aft;er the Conquest, its possessions 
confiscated, its inmates scattered, that this was probably the 
work of the Conqueror, and that the land was given to 
the Pomeroys. But this could not, I think, have been tlie 
case. Because, to a great extent, the troubles of the Con- 
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qneat were oTer, the land had been apportirined, William 
had rewarded bis comjianious, and among the great lords 
whose lands arc enumpnited in Domesdaj- tbe Abbey of 
Bucktiist apiiears witli Baldwin de Redrers, William de 
Pumeroy, and others, as holding large domains Domesday 
BiKik was (.■ompleled only a short time before Willtara met 
his deatli in the streets of Mantes, and yet within 6fty yenrs 
the abbey in said to have been dissolved, its possessions 
divided, and a new bouao founded in the same place- If snob 
were the case, how did it happen, and what w«re the reasons 
for sueh n spoliation ? A conjecture might bo hazarded that 
the Red King fuund the abbey lands conveniently near his 
hunting-grounds in the Forest of the Dartmoors, and took 
possession of tliem with the nsnal disregard of the rights of 
the Chnrch shown by him, but there is no evidence to support 
such a theory, and I think, although the contrary' has always 
been stated, that I shall he able to adduce good grounds for 
believing that the monks of Buckfast continued to hold tbe 
lands tikat belonged to them at tlio time of the Gtreat Sor^'ey 
uninterruptedly for five centuries after. 

71. The oidy evidence as to tho supposed dissolutioi] and 
re-foundation of the Abbey is the unsupported statement of 
Leiand, who says that Efhelwardus Jiliue GuU Pomerey erat 
jyrimua fundator. Coll. Heame, vol. i. p. 80, ed. 1770. Dug- 
dale, with more caution, following him, says, that Ethelward 
iasaid to have been its founder, and Pole, Weetcote, and Rlsdon, 
wishing to convey the same information, but making utter 
cionfusion of it and copying one anotlier, tell ns in tlie calmest 
way, that Duke Alford erected a fair abbey of tJie Order of 
Cistercians, Pole and Risdon saving that this happened 
before the Conouest. It is, I thinK, evident that the Duke 
Alford of tlie last mentioned writers is tlie Ethelward of 
Lcland and Dugdale. It is also very evident that the addi- 
tional statement of Pole and Risdon, " before the Conquest^" 
cannot be true, simply because it is certain that there were no 
Cistercians in existence anywhere for more tliaJi thirty years 
after tlie Conquest, and that there was no Cistercian house in 
England until the year 1128. 

72. An examination of the case with reference to Ethel- 
ward also in<luces us to believe that the claim made for him 
that he was the founder rests on no substantial foundation. 
His name is not mentioned in any deed or charter relating to 
the Abbey, and ho is not in any way referred to in the royal 
confirmations of Henry and Richard, which are dated not 
longafter 1137,thedateof the alleged foundation. Again, the 
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greater part, if not the whole, of the lands mentioned in 
Domeaday can be tracod as being in t]ie possession of the 
abbey at tlie end of the twelfth and the beginning of the 
thirteenth centuries; and even supposing that tliej had in 
some mysterious way, scattered as they were throughout the 
county, come as a whole into the hands of Etiielward do 
Pomeroy, it is not likely that they woiilti have been granted 
in their entirety to the monks of Buckfast. But there is 
another fact of greater weight. In the deed of King Henry, 
which I shall refer to presently, and which was given before 
1161, all the lands and tenements, and so on, belonging to 
the Abbey were confirmed to the monks, as they held them, 
" act mei." Henry died in 1135, two years before the alleged 
foundation by Ethelward. We have Uierefore to suppose 
that tlie land continued in the possession of the Abbey trom 
tlie date of Domesday until some time in the reign of Henry I. 
and then it passed somehow to Ethelward, who in course of 
time established the monks airesh in the same locality, and 
endowed them with the same lands. In the tinsottlea state 
of the country during the reign of Stephen, the monks did 
not, ax far as wo know, trouble tlieniBelves to obtain a confir- 
mation from that monarch ; but, as soon as Henry's kingdom 
was firmly established, a charter confirming them in their 
possessions was obtained from the king. 

73. Doubtless Ethelward was a benefactor to the Abbey, 
and on this account he and his descendants were held in 
grateful remembrance by the monks for many a long year, 
and on several parts of the ruined buildings, before their final 
destruction, the crest or badge of tlie Pomeroys, the red lion 
rampant, was to be seen, and there can be lilUe question but 
that the story of Ethelward being the founder of the abbey 
arose from tJiis fact 

74. I tliink, therefore, we may conclude, as far as the 
evidence goes at present, that tliere was no dissolution of the 
Abbey, and that Ethelward was not the first founder. 

75. We have no cine whntover as to what the original 
foundation of the Abbey was, but in all probability it was 
Benedictine, and we know that it liecame a daughter house 
of Savigny, which sprang from the hermitage, aftenvards 
the abbey, founded by Kaoul de Fugeres and John de Lan- 
dere in 1112, and which in 1148 was united to the Cistercian 
Order. Whether Buokfast became Cistercian at the time 
that Savignv and many others did, cannot be ascertained : 
probably it did not, as the confirmation charter of Henry II. 
i^ut 1161, speaks of the monks " giie sunt online Savignif," 
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whicK seem to show that Bui-kfast did not pass in 1148, when 
the foarth Abbot of Savigny gurreaderod his liouse and its 
<IependeiioieH into the hands of St. Bernard. Leland says, 
" Canobium de Bukfett oNm incepit per fratreg quot appeU.O' 
bunt GrytcBOi, deitide admisit Bemardinos.^^ Collfctanea, voL 
3^4) p. 152, ed. 1770. 

76. Here he says that the monastery of Buekfast was com- 
menced by brethren called " Grysffios," afterwards admitted 
Bemardines. " Grysseos " stands for the " grisoi monachi," 
the moiiIiB of the order of Savigny, This extract from 
Leland I have never seen quoteil ; perhaps, from tlie sentence 
being curiously inserted in a list of manuscripts belonging 
to the Abbey, it has been overlooked. Lcland's statement is 
confirmed by that in the charter of Henry XL, to which I 
have just relerred, " monacMe de Bugfasta qui sunt de ordine 
de Savineio." 

77. "What led Dr. Oliver to make the statement that 
Buekfast was colonized from Waveriey I cannot imagine. 
There is not the slightest evidence, so far as I am aware, of 
diere havine been any connection between Waveriey and 
Buekfast, iDr. Ohver seems also to have been confused as to 
Waveriey itself, for he says that it was a daughter of the 
Abbey of St. Mary at Savigny, the fact being that it was a 
danghter of L'Aumone. 

78. There is no foundation charter of the Abbey. The 
earliest document I can find relating to it, after Uomesclay, 
is the patent of Henry II., of which I have before spoken, 
confirming to the monks of Biigfast the church and abbey of 
Bugfasta and all the lands and tenements, &c., belonging to 
them, as tliey held them in the time of King Henry, " avi 
mej." The deed contains no names of places, or particulars 
as to the property of the Abbey ; but it is interesting, and 
must have been granted some time before April, 1161, as 
among the witnesses are Theobald the Archbishop and 
Thomas the Chancellor, the famous Thomas Becket. 

Henry King of England and Duke of Normandy and 
Aquitaine and Count of Anjou. To the Archbishops 
&e. health. Know that I Irnve granted in perpetual 
alms to the Monks of Biigfast, who are of the order 
of Savigny, the Church and Abbey of Bugfast, with 
all lands and tenements and churches and other pos- 
sessions to tlie said church belonging, so well and in 
l^eace, &t!. as if the aforesaid abbacy ever, &c. held in 
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the time of King Henry my grandfather, &c. These 
being witnesses : 

Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Thomas, Chancellor. 

Humphrey of Bohun, Steward. 

Roger de Nov ant. 

Warren son of Gerald, Chamberlaine, & 

William the son of Hamo. 
At Worcester. 

(Patent Rolls, 1 Edw. IV , p. 2, m. 4.) 

79. I have also obtained another copy of a charter, which 
is apparently the same as this, but differing slightly in the 
wording, and more full and precise in the description of the 
benefits conferred. It speaks of the monks of Buckfast as of 
the order of Cistercium (at least the word appears to be this) 
instead of Savigny, as in the other. The charter is nearly 
illegible at the edges, and many of the words are obliterated. 

H. [illegible] Sciatis me p di amore & p salute anie mee 
& p aniab} onium antecessor;^ mo^ Qcessisse & in ppetuam 
Elemosina c'firmasso do & Monachis de Bugfasta de or Jine de 
Custerc 5nes rras & Tenuras suas q'^s Racionabilit habnt libe 
tenendis cu socha & sacha & Thol & Them & Infangenet & cu 
onib} aliis libtatib) & Hbis c'suetudinib} [Q^'re?] volo & [firmit ?] 
pcipio qd ipi & hedes eo^ hant in pace libtates suas & quietan- 
cias do Seyr & hundr & placitis & ouerel & Murdr & hidagiis & 
Scutagii8& Geldis &Danegeldis [illegible] & c'suetudinib) de 
Moris & oni seclari svico & exaccoe sic mea Elemosina pp^. 

T. Thorn Cane: etc. (Cartas Antiquaj. Y.) 

80. But before the date of this charter, we have mentioned, 
in 1143, the Abbot of Buckfast, Eustachius, who was wit- 
ness to an agreement bet>veen the abbot of St. Martin's-in- 
the-Fields and the Chapter of the Cathedral of Exeter in that 
year. This is the first Abbot of whom mention is made, after 
the English abbot Alwaine or Alcuin, whose name occurs in 
Domesday Book. 

81. There is also a deed, which may possibly he earlier 
than the confirmation deed of Henry 11. , being a grant to 
the church of Buckfast by Henry de ISovant, for the healtli 
of his soul and that of his wife Elizabeth, of the land of 
Scirhull, which he and his father granted to the monas- 

terv. 

82. The date of this document is uncertain. If the grantor 
is Henry de Novant, son of Roger de Novant, to whom largo 
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gTHTits of land were made by Henry I., it is the earliest deed 
we have relating to the Abl>ey- There waa a R«'ger, a grand- 
son, aiid he had also s son called Henry, but Pole, Coll., p. 
llid, says, tliat the wife of tliis last- mentioned Henry was 
Isabel Bulbek, whereas the name of the wife of the Heniy 
Novant of the deed is Elizabeth, It is to be notified that, if 
the earlier data is the correct one, we have another piece of 
evidence against the destruction and resuscitation of the 
Abbey after the Conquest, for it shows that in the reign of 
Henry I. it was flourishing. 

Notn sit oibus &c, qd ego Hen. de Nnnaiit p salute 
anime mee ot spouse niee Elizab' ded'i et concessi Eccles' dc 
Bokfasta onine ter' de Scirbuli &c, qua pater nieus Roe' et 
^o prius conces' Priedict. Monaohis. Test. Witl'o fil Stepliani 
Johe Longo Ac. H. 2, Pole's M,S,, p. 182. (Add. MSS. 
(Brit. Mus ) 28,(i4£t, p. 394.) 

83, In 1189, Nov. 18, about two months after his acces- 
sion, and not long before liis departure for the Third Crusade, 
Ilichard I. confirms to the monks of Bucktust, by the band 
of hifi newly nominated Chancellor, the famous Bishop of 
Ely, William Longchamps, tlie possessions which they then 
held, and apparently confers ujwn tliem further privileges. 
As in the former deeds, the words are general : — 

Ricardus De! gratia rex Aiiglise, Dux Normannie et Aqui- 
tanie, comes Andegavie, ai'chiepiscopiis, etc. ealutem. Sciatis 
nos pro Dei amove et pro salute anime uostre et omnium 
autecessorum et suecessorum nostrorum concessisse et pre- 
senti carta confirmasse Deo et ecclesle beato Marie de Boc- 
fosta et nionachis ibidem Deo servientibus omnes donationes 
que eis rationabiliter facte sunt in terris et tenuris et tene- 
mentis in libernm et puram et pcrpetuam elemosinam. Quare 
volumus et firmiter precipimus quod predicti monaohi habeant 
et teneant omnes terras et tenuras et teneraenta eis ration- 
abiliter data in bosco et plauo in viis et semitis in agnis et 
molendinis in vivariis et stagnis in pratis et pascuis in 
homagiis et serviciis et releviis in grangiis et virgulis infra 
burgum et extra cum soch et sach et thol et theam et iufau- 
gcnethef. 

Concedimus etiam eis et hominibus suls quietanciam de 
theloneo et passagio et ponlagio et de sehirie et hundredis et 
de omnibus placitis el querelis et de pecunia que ad murdrum 
et latrocinium pertiuet. 
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Preterea concedimus eis et hominibus suis quietanciam de 
heiiifi^ita et de flemeniswita et de blodwita et ae girthwita et 
de liidagio et scuta^io et geldis et danegeldis et de operacioni- 
bus castellorum et de essart et de waste foreste et de rewardo 
et plaeitis foreste et de auxiliis vicecomitum et de miserieordia 
comitatus et de omnibus auxiliis et de elifwardis et de consue- 
tudinibus et de moris et de omni seculari servicio et exactione. 
Concedimus etiam eis pasturam in moris per totam annum 
ad omne genus peeudum suorum. 

Prohibemus etiam ne quis predictos monaehos gravet vel 
eis aliquam injuriam aut molestiam aut gravamen faeiat, nee 
eos in placitum ponet de aliquo tenemento nisi coram nobis 
vel eapitali justiciario nostro. 

Testibus : Hugone Dun, Johanne Norwic, Huberto Sarum 
episcopis. Rogero le Bigot, Waltero filio Robeiii, Galfrido 
filio Petri. 

Dat' apud S. Eadmundum, Nov. 18, per manum Willielmi 
Elien. electi, cancellarii noslxi A. R prime. (Cartas Anti- 
quae, S. No. 19.) 

84. We have another glinapse of the Abbey in 1196, when 
we find William, Abbot of Bukfestria, witnessing the execu- 
tion of the foundation deed of the Premonstratensian Abbey 
of Tor by William Lord Bruiere, in that year. 

85. Early in the thirteenth century we find Nicholas 
Abbot at Buckfast, he granting to John Lambrith lands and 
houses at Exeter, in what was then and still is the High 
Street there. 

Omnibus fidelibus ad quos presens scriptum pervenerit 
NiCHOLAUS, Abbas de Buckfesti, et ejusdem loci conventus, 
salutem in Domino 

Noverit universitas vestra nos concessisse et dedisse 
Johanni Lambrith totam terram et domus nostras que 
fuerunt Ailmari Atlekin in Exon, scilicet duos sellas in 
regno vice cum introitu ejusdem domus versus magnum 
vicum Exonie, et omnes domes et terram retro, cum solario 
et pertinenciis sicud paries domus Ricardi Stukard' rectH 
linea ducit in cimiterium sibi et illis quos inde heredes con* 
stituere voluerint, Tenendum de nobis inperpetuum jure 
hereditario libere et quiete reddendo inde annuatim nobis et 
successoribus nostris unam libram piperis ad pascha et domui 
hospitalis Sancti Johannis decem solidos per manu nostra ad 
Quatuor annis terminos. Et nos tenemur warantizare pre- 
dictas sellas et domes et terram predicto Johanni et here- 
dibus suis adversus omnes homines. 



62 THE CISTERCIAN HOUSES OF DEVON. 

Et 81 predieta tenementa prefato Johaniii et herecltbus 
suis warantizare non possumus faciemus Bibi vel heredibua 
suis ratio Dabilo exficambium. 

Pro hac autem eoiicessioiie et donatioite nostra dedit nobis 
predictuB JohaimeBviguid et quijique martSas argenti. Qaod 
Qt firmum permaiieat Bigillo nostro present! scripto appoglto 
coufirtnavimus. 

Hiis Testibua : 

Magistro Willielmo Paz. 

Bamsone et Hogero filiis Hourici tunc preposids, 
Waltero filio Turberti. 
Willielmo Hasteinend. 
Johanne Caperum. 
Martino Toton. 
Johanno Puddin. 
Johanne filio Waheri filii Tuberti. 
Boberto Tabernar. 
Waltero le Gyawe. 
Hare et niuJtis aliis. 
Original in posseasion of the Dean and Chapter of Exeter. 
—{Oliver's Monast. Sup. pp. 33, 34.) 

8fi. Bv tliis deed one pound of pepper ia resen-ed annually 
tn the abbot and his auccesaors and iOs. to the houae of the 
hospital of St. John, Exeter. That the Abbey of Buokfast 
was intereated in, and helped to aupport thia hospital, 
formerly that of St. AJexius, it is certain, but, so far, I have 
not been able to ascertain what tlie nature of the connectioii 
between them was. From an entry in the register of the 
hospital, now in possession of tho Coqwration of Exeter, Dr. 
Oliver thought that Abbot William granted an annuity nf 
30s. to the master and bretliren of the old iioapital, to issue 
from certain estates, llie names of which are given as 
Lanienecote and Emilde, of which we know notln'ng now. 

87. In 1207 a thirteenth part of the goods of the Church 
was demanded of the biahops and clergy by King John. 
The Ciatfircians were exempt from this demand, John being 
a friend of the order : " Ad quam coKigendam misit nUnutroi 
»uos per Hniversoi comitattis Anglic; at hac exactione liber 
/uit ordo CitterdensUy — (Annales de Waverleia Ann. 
Monast. ii. p. 258.) 

8S. About this same timo we find the abbey received 
furflier gifts, llichard de Baiizan, whose pedigree I have 
not been able satisfact g ily to make out, gives aU his land of 
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, to the abbot and convent of 



oine, with the appurteni 
Bufkfiist. 

Sciant preaentes et futuri qmxl ego Ricardus Bausan dedi, 
coiit^i^si, flt hoc presenti carta niea conlirDiavi abbati et cou- 
ventui de Bnfeatre, Deo et beate Marie servieutibuB, in puram 
ot perpetuam elemosinam, pro animabus patria mei et matria 
mee et fratris mei Stephani Bauzan, totam terram meam de 
Holna cum omnibus portJnentiis tmis ut in dominiciSf villena- 
giis, bascis, turbariiB, boinagiis, et serviciis liberorum, vide- 
licet E^tephani Mugge, Michaelis Mugge, Wimandi Sele, 
Osberti Oorbyn, et Wariiii de Budditone, et omnibus atiis 
pertioentiii) tenendam ot habendam dictis abbati et conventui 
et corum successoribus vel cui earn assignare volueriut, de 
ma et heredibua meis, libere, quiete, iutegre et pncifice jure 
hereditario im perpetuam in viis eemitis, &c. faciendo inde 
niihi et heredibus meis ipsi et successores sui vel eorum 
assignati triTOSBimain partem feodi unius mlliti» pro orani 
serviciu, querela, domanda, acta et exactioiie. 

Hiis testibus: Gilberto de Umfranvill, Hngone de Cardi- 
nan, Martino de Fisacre, Gilberto filio Stepbani, Pbilippo de 
Bodrigan, Waltero Bomas, Nicholao de Ferariia, et aiJis. 

89, Lysona states tliat " the Manor of i^outh Holne was 
given to the Abbey of Buekfastleigh by Reginald de Valletort, 
in tbe early part of the thirteenth century," Devon, p. 277, and 
goes by on to say that another manor of Holne was given them 
by Stephen Bauzun, which is manifestly a mistake. I have not 
been able to verify the statement tJiat the Valletorta were 
donors to the abbey either of lands in Holne or eWwhere, 
and if, as seems to be the case from the deed I have just 
given, from the information given by the Hundred Roll, and 
from tlie fact of the arms of the Abbey being still to be seen 
upon the screen in the clim'ch, the monks held lands there, 
they must in some way have disposed of them before the 
Dissolution, for the ministers' accounts contain no mention 
whatever of property thero Of course the statement of 
Lvsons, that the church of Holne was appropriated to the 
Abbey of Buckfast, is a misUUce. It belonged to the see of 
Exeter, and was granted by Bishop Orandisson to Bt. John's 
Hospital in tliat city. 

90. There is an order, dated in 121ft from King John to, 
among others, the Abbota of Ford and Bucktast, for the 
dehvery of whatever vessels, jewels, &c might be in their 
ooatody, handed them for safe keeping. This appears to be 
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one instance of tiie ordinary deposit oi' valuables with the 
officers of a religious liouae tor their preHe^^'ation, and not a 
dejjosit to secure tlie repayment of a loan due to the honse, 
an instance of which we shall find further on, 

91. In 1225, among the Feet of Fines, there Is an entry 
of the final proceedings on the eale to the abbot of seven 
acres and a half of meadow land in Sele, which I give, as it 
enables nie to add the name of Abbot Michael, the first of 
some abbots whose names have not hitherto been recorded, 
which I have the pleasure of adding to the list contained in 
the Monasticon. 

Hec est 6nai conoordia fea in curio Dni Heg apd Exoii 
Die Sabfci px" post octaft trinitatis Anno Regn Reg Henr fit 
Regis Johis Duodecim Coram Thofii de Mulel Robto de 
LexinI Rado Muaard & Jordaii Oliv Justic Itib}antib3 & aliis 
diii Reg fidelibj tiic ibi psentib3 Int Simone Lampreie 
petetc & Michaele Abfem de Buifesfr tenente de Septem acris 
p'ti & diiuid ou ptiii in Sele. Un aaSa mortis ancessor 
suraonita fuit int eos in pfeta curia Scilicet qd pdcus Sim 
remisit & quietu clamavit dc so & hedib} suis ipi Abbi & sdc- 
cessorib} suis & ecctie sue de Bufiestr itn^pm totu Jus & claniiu 
quod huit in toto pdco p'to cii ptin. Et p h'c remissioe 
quieta clamaucia fine & cocordia idem Abbas dedit pdco 
Simon Septe marcas argiiti. 

Feet of Fines, Devon. Henry III. No. 107. 

92. Tlie friendship of John for the Cistercians did not last 
long. Afler his excommunication, he continued his exactions 
from ttie Church The ohronicter of Waverley tells us : — 

Idem rex coUecto multo esorcitti in mense Junio trans- 
fretavit in Hibominm, ubi hostibus ad volum subactis dimisais 
ibi episcopo Norwicensi, Jobanne de Grai, et Willelmo Mares- 
callo mense Septcmbri minus infestus omnibus riris Cister- 
ciensis ordinia retliit. Convenernt enini eos antequam trans- 
fretaret, sieut et cseteros, de auxitio ipsi pnestando contra 
iminicos sues; et quia fdem Cisterctenses pecuniam el ad 
libitum suum contra libertatem ordinis sui dare noluerunt, in 
immensum eos afilixit, ct a singuhs domibus brevissimo 
temporis spatio indulto, multe valde oausum ita ut summa 
xxxiii m et ccc marcatnm collectio ilia excederat, violenter 
extorsit, Ipsi vero per diversas domos monachorum et cano- 
nicorum dispersi sunt Waverleia vero, omnibus focultatibus 
Huifl distntctis el ablatis, taota similiter dispersione mona- 
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obomm et oonversonim eircumquaque per Angliam, regis 
irani patienter sastinnit. Abbas ejusdem loci Jntiannes ter- 
tiua timore regis peterritua, domum suum reliquit et de nocte 
latente aufugit. Acta sunt [hjec] circura festam beati Mar- 
tini. Frohibuit etiam rex ut Diillus de ordlne Ciaterpiensi 
transfretaret, aut de alienis in Angliam veniret. 

Annalos de Waverleia. {Ann. Monaat. vol. ii. p. 265.) 

93. Letters resigning their property were also extorted 
from tlie Cistercians and others, and under Henry III. both 
monks and Jews Buffered, In the year 1225, when the 
King confirmed tlio charters, a fifteenth of all movables in 
the kingdom was granted to him to enable him to recover the 
English possessions in France. The annalist from whom I 
have quoted says : — 

" Monachi vero Cistcrciensis ordlnis, tam pro lihertatibue 

3 nam pro gratia et benevolentia regis habenda, dedenint ei 
uo milia marcas argenti, Judsei autem existcntes in Anglia 
dederunt ei eodem tempore quinque milia marcas argenti. — 
Ann. Waverleia ii., p. 300. 

Were the Jews richer than the monks, or were they more 
patriotio ? 

94. In 1236 the abbot and monks became members of the 
Merchants' Gild of Totnes, On the back of a roll of the gild, 
in the possession of the Corporation of Totnes, is written a 
covenant between the abbot, probably Michael or Howell, 
and the Convent of Butfestleigb, 20 Henry III., and the 
burgesses of Totnes, to the effect that the latter have ad- 
mitted the abbot and monks into the guild, so that they 
might make all their purchases in tlie same way as the bur- 
gesses, all sales, however, being excepted " nomine tabernse " 
by way of trading. Third Report, Hist. MSS. Com. p. 343. 
To go forward a little, twenty-four years later, we find tlie 
Abbot of Buffestie second on the roll of the gild, then 
numbering about two hundred members, following the Abbot 
of Tor. 

95. Id 1243 we have entries on the Assize Rolls relating 
to disputes with the convent in respect to various properties. 

Plac' Corone et Assise, 

28 Hen. Ui. Devon. 
AeSa venit rec Si Prior de Pliimtoii ini^te etc. disB Abbeni 
de Buffestre de Commima paste sue i Walleworth que liUnet 
ad libra ten buu in ead villa pt p'ma etc. 
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Et Prior vefi & iiich die qr assa remaneat 

Jur dnt qd pdcs Prior di»S pdcm Abbem de pdca comuna 
ini^te etc. sic bre die. Et lo Consid est qd Abbs rec seis suam 
1: Prior i mia. p pt Walti de Batti. 

Danipn. ij §. 

« » « « 

» « « « « 

Witts Swonge & Isab vx ci^ petut. 9 Abbem de BufFestr 
dim fcrling t^re cu ptin in NjTifeud ut Jus & tieditatem ipius 
Isab & 1 qua idc Abbs no ht ingTm n' p Sobm de Waleworth 
(jui no n' custodiam in huit du pdca Isab fii* inl^ etatc & in 
custodia sua etc. 

Et Abbs vefi & voc indc ad war Hen? de Altariis qui psens 
est & ei war & deflbnd Jus suu qn 'Ic & tale ingrm & die qd huit 
ingf m I eand t'ra p Wittm from from* ipius Henr. Et qd ita 
sit pouit se sup priam. Et Witts & Isab sitr. Et ido fiat 
inde Jurata. 

Jur dnt qd pdcs Abbs huit Ingrm i pdcam ?ram p pdcm 
Robm de Waleworth du pdca Isablla fuit il^ etatem & i 
custA)dia ij5ius Robti DicQt & qd pdcaf carta q* Abbs pfert de 
feoifamento pdce l?re fca fuit ptq pdcs Robs eidc Abbi dimis 
pdcam t^ra. Et To conS est qd Witts & Isab rec seis suam. 
Et Henr in mia p pt W^itti do Muthecumb & Robti de 
Avayngnes. Et fac escamb pdco Abbi ad vatn pdce tre etc. 
Et Abbs in mia p magna t'^nsgr. 

Plac' de Jur' Coron' &c. 

33 Hen. III. Devon. 

Ad de Broth qui tulit bre nove disSie vs^ Abbem de Bucfestr 
& alios in bri de Libo ten suo in Totton veil & ret^xit se. lo 
ipc & pleg sui de ps' in niia scitt Hugo de Corndon Eics 
Doulclegh de Brenta. Pleg Ad do mia sua. 

Assize Roll 1 M-2 

32j 

96. Tlie same year, on the Feet of Fines, we have an 
entry relating to another purchase by the convent of eight 
ferlings of land in Englebiu-n in the parish of Harberton. 

Hec est final eoncordia fca in Cur Dili Reg ap Exon In 
c^stino See Trinitatis Ann Regn Reg Henr fit Reg^Joh 
vicesimo octavo Cora Ro^o de Thurkelby Gilbto de Fston 
Johe Abbe de Shyleborn & Robto de Bello capo Justic 

* Sic. his. 

t It will be seen that no charter is btforc mentioned. 
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ItiSantib} & aliis dni Regf fidelib) tuc ibi prosentib) In? 
Abbem de Buffestr que? & Thorn de Reyny & Johanna ux 
ejus inped de Octo filing tre eu ptin in Engeleburfi Unde 
plac War carte sum fuit in? eos in eadem cur Scitt qd pcdi 
Thorn '\ Johanna recognovut tota pdcam rra cu omib} ptifi 
suis esse jus ipius Abbis T Ecctie sue de Buffesfr ut ilia ^ 
idem Abbas % Ecctia pdca hent de dono pdcox Thorn 1 Johe 
Habend 1 Tenend eidm Abbi T succ suis *! Ecctie sue pdce de 
pdcis Thorn T; Johanna % hedib) ipius Johe in lib^am T; ppetua 
Elemosina. Reddendo in p annu unu par Cyrothecaru albaru 

!")cii sex denr T; sex denr ad festu sci Mich et faciendo in 
brinsecu 3vic qd ad pdcam t'ra ptinet p 6i svico T; exaccde 
Et pdci Thorn t Joha % h^edes ipi^ Johe Warantizabut pdco 
Abbi T; succ suis 1 Ecctie sue pdce tota pdcam rra cu omnib) 
ptin suis in lib^am T; ppetua elemosinam sua p pdcm 3vic 
cont* oms homies inppetuu. Et p h*c recognicoe War fine 
1 Concordia Idem Abbs dedit pdcis Thom T; Johe sexaginta 
'\ dece marcas argenti. — (Pedes Finium Devon. Hen. III. 
No. 369.) 

97. From the collections of Sir William Pole in the British 
Museum I have gleaned some little information relating to 
the Abbey, and some of its abbots The first is dated the 
Feast of St. Lambert, 1246, and another William, hitherto 
unmentioned, is named in it. 

Wiitus Abbas de Bukfastr et ejusd. Loci Convent Salut 
Nov Cum aliquando mot esset Placit inter nos et Wiito de 
S*® Stephano de 24 Acris terre in La Dene una pax et Con- 
cordia facta fuit in Curia Dni Reg inter nos et idm [sicl 
Wiitum de S*** Stephano ilan suu de Dene Ded. Priori et 
Convent de Plympton nos dicta conces. confirin. Tesf Dno 
Tho : Arch. Totton, D^^ Wito de Widworthy et Galfrido de 
Prideas Milif. Galfrido de La Ya, Robto le Peyterin alijsq^. 
Daf in festo s^^ Lambti 1246.— (Add. MSS. Brit. Mus. 
28,649, p. 381.) 

98. In 1247 Howell was abbot, and Durandus, Dr. 
Oliver says, was probably his successor, and in his time it is 
likely that those strange proceedings which occurred on the 
deatn of Bishop Blondy were investigated, and, as the abbot 
seems to have taken an important part in the inquiry, and as 
the inquiry was conducted in the chapter-house at Buckfast, 
I have thought it well to refer shortly to tho matter. Bishop 
Blondy was consecrated Dec. ist, 1245. He died 26 Dec.y 

k2 
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1257. He was a prelate of piety and learning, and con- 
acientiouslj- discharged the duty of his high office, but liis 
biographere have confomided him with another of the same 
name, his opposite in every respect. Soon after hia death 
his enemies traduced his memory and accused him of allow- 
ing his servants to forge collatious for their personal benefit. 
This, of course, soon came to the knowledge of his successor, 
Walter Bronescombe, and on the IJIth of March Walter of 
Loddeswell, the Chancellor, and Ricliard of Totnes, a notai-v, 
appeared before the Bishop and the Abbot of Biickfast in 
the chapter-house of Buckfast, and confeasod to them that 
on the night of the late Bishop's death they entered his 
chamber and found several persons engaged in drawing up 
and signing letters for the disposal of benefices and the appro- 
priation of the eSeoU of the Bishop, who then, if not actually 
a-corpse, was m extremw, and tliat after the parties were fiiUy 
satistied of the death of tlie Bishop many other letters were 
written and signed. Fuller details of the affair will be found 
in the extracts fi-om Bishop Bronsco mho's Regist»r, given in 
the Lives of the Bishops by Dr. Oliver," 

99. In 1268 I can add the name of another new abbot, 
Henry, his name appearing in the following extract : — 

A" Hcgni Regis H. fit Johis 53 Facta fait hsec concordia 
inter Hen? Abhm de Bukfast et ejus[d] Loci convent et 
Ricfi filiii Aluredi do Dodeworthy a ccmuni pastm'a in Mail 
de Brent. Tes? D"" Witto Probo {le. Prous] Johede Niveton 
Johe de Boyvile Witto de Killbury WiBo de Ohiverston 
Johe de Davayly Petro de La Ya et mult, alijs. — (Add. 
M8S. Brit, Mu8. 28,(J49, p. 381.) 

100. In the episcopal registers, where we frequently find 
similar entries, tJiere is a record of Simon being blessed as 
abbot by the bishop on the Feast of the Nativity of St. John 
the Baptist, 1272. 

101. The conveyance of the land in Hohie pariah by 
Richard Bauzan is said by Dr. Oliver to have been ma^ 
in the time of tliis abbot. My impression is that it is of 
earlier date, but as I before said I have not been able satis- 
factorily to make out the Bauzan pedigree, and the learned 
doctor probably, although he does not give any ei-idence, 
satisfied himself as to the correctness of his statement 

102. I now come to the entries in the important documents 
known as the Hundred Rolls, which contain the results of 

• Lires of the Biabops o( Exoter, pp. 37, 98, and 39 
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the smrey made by special comniissioDers appointed by 
Edward I. to ascertain the state of the demesne liinds, the 
revenue of the crown, the variima tenures by which lands 
were held, and so forth, 

103. We find from the roll relating to Devon that the 

Sroperty of the Abbey hhd not much increased since Domes- 
ay. Curiously enough Holne, said to have been granted by 
Richard Bauzan only a year or so before, is mentioned as 
Sutholn, the gift to the Abbey of Richard Bareyn. The 
commisBionei's made their returns, and, as it was necessary 
for the (Jourt of Exchequer to have in one view such parts of 
them as affected the crown and its rights, a selection fi'om the 
fullar returns was made containing the entries relating to 
these matters. Tliese latter rolls are called extracts, and tliey 
are valuable, as the fuller rolls of some counties are altogether ' 
lost. Fortunately both the rolls relating to Devon are in 
existence, and I give here tlie return of the commissioners, 
and the extract therefrom as well, relating to the land of 
Buck fast : — 

Rotuli Hundredorum, Edward I. Printed ed. 1812. BMif^t 

Hoc e' vered'em xij jura tor' Hundr'i forins' de Er- 
my'lwne. 

Jurati Walt' de Fentoii Joft de la Porte AlveUr' de Ponte 
Wills de Karswitt Bic de Leg' Joh' de Collaton Ric de 
Colamor' Rob' de Gudeford Rand' de Bahecumb' Rob'" de 
Wonigwill Walt' de Longeh'm Joh' de Bosco p' sao'ment' 
suu diet. 

It' Battekesbubne Hetfbll & EssA tenet' fuer 'de (Tnieo 
foron de Regb) pdecessorib) Reg' q' nc c E In capite & 
tenet m" abbas & dom^ Bufestle in pnra &. ^pet' eleinosinl a 
q" tpr ignorat, p. 69. 

It" abbas & doni^ Bulestr' hnt' furcas in manor' de Hbt- 
FELL & assis'ra senis' ibidm & ap' Battekbsbuhr a q' tpr' 
& q" war' ignorat'. p. 69. 

It' Bacbkesburhe Hetfell & EasA fu'nt de dnico corone Extrmt' 
pdec R & tenet niodo abbat Bufest'e in pura & ppetuam 
elemosina a quo tpe ignorant, p. f)0. 

It' abbas Bufestr' liabet furc' in mawio de Hetfell & Extrmt' 
ass'm cvisie ibide & apnd IIattekesburh a quo tpe &. quo 
waranto ignoranL p. 91. 

Vered'em Hundr' de Schefbeare. 

Et Abbas de Bufest'a het apud Pat'chstowe furcas assis'in 
cy\& & alias libertales regias & het war' sed de quo Rege 
ignorant, p. 78. 
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Kxtracf. & Abbas de Buffestria tit apud Patrichestowe fiirc' & 

assias cvisie and alias libertat' regias & habet war' de quo' 
Rege ignorant p. 94. 
Verwiictir xij It' q^ clamant ret*"nu vl ext^etu breviu & q*, tenent placit^ 
jiirMe Hundr's j^ naumeo vetito vl clamant here wrecku mar. 
I (' . tan ur^' . D'^^^f^ qj nutt scd .... & man'iu de Brentb & 
:Chiircht<)we.l man'ia de Buffestr' q» sut abbat' de Buffest' . . . . & 
maniu de Thurestowe ten} abbas de Buffest' & tint furcas & 
assis' pan' & s'vic & in q** manlio est novu' burg' q* respondet 
p' se p^ vi. mr & tenent mcatu die VenMs & tenet placit' 
assis' pan., & s'vis q** waranto ignorant p. 79. 

It' de his q* hnt Hbtate p Reg. Angl' concessas. 

Dicut q^ abbas de BufFesf* clam' here libtate q* q'eti sint de 
hid' inurdriis & aliis q'ib) guldis quo warranto ignorant, 
p. 79. 

It' de ppresfis fcis. 

Dicut q^ abbas de BufFesf' & convent' fecunt pprest'am de 
qod magno waste 9munis mora in austMe pte de Dertemore 
ad nocumentu' toci' pat»e q' in tepe H. Beg' p'tis d'ni E' Reg' 
q* nuc est Howaldus abbas de BifFest"^' and convent' predict' 
wastu' sibi appropmut & tent & vendut carbon' t'** & past'as 
de anno in annu & capiut inde redd' quo waranto ignorant 
ad darnpm annuatim- xl*. p. 79. 

It' dicut' q'd Rog's Mirabel tenuit t'ram de Sciredon de 
d'no Reg' in capit' p' s jantiam t^'u sagitta^ quandocuq' d'ns 
Rex cVret in foresta de Dertemore q' fee' feloniam p' a* 
utlagiat' fuit & tuc' predeam t^ram accidit in man' dni Reg. H. 
. pat's dni Reg' Ed q' dedit illam magro Walto Medico & mode 
ten5 Joh' de Boy vile & Dyonis' ux' sua fil & hes' predci 
Walri & ptea duo ferling' rre in Kyngdon ptin predce s'ganc 
de Sciredon alienata est de novo tepe isti' lieg' p' Nichm de 
Kyngdon libe tenent' predce rre de Kyngdon q' dedit illam 
abbat' & convent' de BuiFeStre & val) p' ann' x sol', p. 79. 

Veredictu' Hundri' de TejTigebrugg*. 

Dicut & q' manSia de Kingdon Sekiredon & Hokneton 
fu^unt in manu' dni R. H. pat's dni Reg' nuc tanq* eschaet' 
sua p' fellon' cuj*dam felonis Rog;' Mirabel & ilia manlia 
dedit Walto do Skiredon p s'vic' iij* ad festu Sei Michis & 
t'um sagittal q'^ndo dris R voliiit venare in foresta de 
Dertemore. Que qkl mania p mortem pdci Walti decendebant 
cuidam Dionis' filie sue q'^m Johnes de Boy\'ile ht in ux' & 
idm tenent mania p'dicta mania de dno R p' s'vic pdcm 
excepto uno ferlingo tre q' abbas Buffestr' m® ten} p' 
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a^enacone Nichi de Kingdon tenen* dci Johnis de Boyvile 

J*m fee' eidm abbti & valent mania pdicta p' annu xl*8 unde 
LiNGDON valet viij s. p. 81. 

D' hiis qui Clam' returnu' vel extract' breviu' &c. 

Dnt qd qd Hugo de Ferrar' & Witts de Chiv'ston apud Hund* de 
Tluirleston, Gilbo de Cnoviit Lodeswdl Abbas de Buffestria ^^^^^^^''g' 
apud Brente & Buffestr' Johes de Boyvill apud Seiredon ^^*'*^*- 
prior de Plimton apud Den Abbas do Sco Donmel' apud 
Rastriwe Nich" fil Martini apud Derlington Rog's de 
Mules apud Dupeford et Johcs de Besillis apud Alfington 
hut flirc' & assisas c'visio set [sed ?] nesciut quo waranto. 
It* Abbas Buffest'e in man'io de Cliurestorwe habet fur' et 
assias panis & e'visie in quo man'io est novo burg' qui res- 
pondit p' se p' vj jur' & tenet m'eutu die VeSis & hnt assias 
panis & c'\nsie 83 nesciut quo waranto. p. 91. 

It de hiis qui*h'nt libertate &c. 

D'nt q'd abbas Buffestrio clam' hre lib' qd quiet' est de Extract, 
liidag' murdriis & aliis comunib) gildis 83 nesciut quo war' 
& man'iu de Dertigton et Dupeford quiet' sint d'coib3 

fildis & de turno vie' S3 nesciut quo war'. Et sei^ q'd 
fichs fil Martini tenet man'iu de Dertigton Rog's de Mules 
man'iu de Dupeford & Gilb' de Conevill man'iu de Lodes- 
well, p. 91. 

It de hiis qui de novo appropriav'int chac' &c. 

Dnt qd man'ia de Dupeford Derlington and L 

clam' hre warenna & hut 83 a quo tpe vl quo waranto 
ignorant. 

D'nt q'd abbas de Bufiestria & convent' fec'int purprestura 
de quoda' magno vasto comun' more in australi p'te de 
Dertemore ad nocumentu' totius patrie q' in t'pe H. Reg' 
p'ris d'ni Reg' nuc (nup ?) HewaJdus abbas Buffestrie & (Sic). 
convent' p'dcs vastu sibi appropriav'ut & tenet & vendut 
carbones turbas & pasturas de anno in annu & capiunt inde 
redd quo waranto ignorat ad dapnu annuali XL. sol. p. 91. 

Hund' de Colrig'. 
D' feodis dni' Reg' & tenentibu3 ejus &c. 

D'nt q^ Rog's de Valle Torta tenuit baronium de Hurberton 
cu membr' de d'no Rege in capite p' s'viciu duo^ militu' ad 
bellu quando diis Rex h'uit necesse v'l qHuor armigeru' & 
eadem baronia est nuc in manu d'ni Reg' p' morte d'ci Rog'i 
de qua baronia Abbas de Bufest^a tenet Sutholn p' donu 
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Riei' Bareyn qui feoffat' fiiit de baronia de Hurberton et dedjt 
eide abbati t'pe H. Reg' p'ris dni R.' niic xl. q'nto. 

K d'nt q'd abbas de Bufest'a tenet centu' acr' bosci apud 
Sutboln in man'io de Hubertoii que boecu elemoslnavit Rads 
de Valle Torta fra't dci Rog'i nu[)er defuncti d'co abb'ti 
tpe ejusde' H. Reg' j/ris dni R. nuc XL. sodo. p. 89. 

104. In conseqaeiice of tlie returns of the commissioners 
it is supposed that the statute of Gloucester was enacted, and 
various holders of laud were called upon to answer " Quo 
Waranto " such tilings had or had not been done, and in the 
Rolls of the Pleadings in answer we find tliat the Abbot of 
Bnckfast was called upon to defend the then possessions of 
the house, inasmuch as he claimed to have a view of Jrank- 
pledge, assize of bread and boer, and free warren, and a 

fallows in Buckfast, Churstow, Heathfield, and Balteburg. 
1ie abbot by bis attorney pleaded that he claimed no free 
warren, and that as to the gallows he produced the deed of 
Richard I., which gave him the rights he exercised, and as to 
the otlier matters he pleaded tliat the crown had no right to 
question him, for the |>laces where they were exercised were 
within the precincts of' the hundred of Roger de Moles and 
Richard, the Lords of the Manors of Sfan borough and 
Ermington respectively. On behalf of the liing it was alleged 
in reply, Uiat privileges of that kind especially pertaineu to 
tlie King, and, as the abbot showed no warrant from the 
crown, judgment was demanded on its behalf. As far as I 
know there is no account of the termination of the case, 
which was tried at Exeter. It frequently happened that pro- 
ceedings, up to a certain point, were carried on, and then 
dropped, eitlier because the King's advisers knew they had a 
bad case, or because it was not thought worth while to dis- 
turb the holders, or, which perhaps happened as frequently as 
either of the others, that unmolested possession was retained 
by judicious bribes. 



m fiiJt ad respond dno Regi de pto quo 
War clam hre visum f^nei pleg emend aSs panis & cvig fete & 
furc in BuR'estf Thorestowe Hecfeld & Batteberg & libom 
Warenti in dnicis Vris suis ibidm sine licenc etc. 

Et Abbas p atorii suu veii Et quo ad libam warenh die qd 
nutlam warenn claih in pdcis vitl Et quo ad furc die qd dns 
Rics Rex concessit ei Infaugenethef & Itfangenethef in omibj 
pdcis vitl p cartam suam q'm p¥t & hoc idm testat' I6 inde 
sine die Et quo ad visum fnci pleg emend asS panis & evil 
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f*cte in Buffestr & Thorestowe die qd sunt infra pcinctum 
Hundri Ro§i dc Moeles de Stanberwe Et quo ad Hecfeld & 
Battebergh die qd sunt inf* pcinctu Hundri Rici fit Stephi de 
Ermingtoii in quibus Hundr niefa pot accsce dno Regi Et pe? 
judm. 

Here, in the later entry mentioned below, follows : " Et 
petit Judm si dns Rex accoem tieat ad pdcas libtates petendas 
que sunt in alienis Hundris." 

Et Witts de Gyselh*m qui sequit' etc. Die qd huj^mod 
libtates spalit ptinent ad Coron diii Reg Et desic nullu aliud 
ostend war lo ad judm. 

Dies dat^ est coram dno Rege a die Pasctl in unu mensem 
ubicua etc [de audo Judo etc. Et Abbas po lo suo Walrm de 
fiyrsedon, added on the Roll in tlie note.] 

Ml 
Assize Roll. Devon 1 >Memb. 20 d. 

34j 
M| 
A similar entry in the Assize Roll 1 > 3 on memb. 37, 

33j 

with, here and there, a trifling variation in the Record. The 
names of places are written : " in BufFestre Thurescowe Het- 
feld & Batteburg & libam warennam in dnicis suis ibidem sine 
licencia etc." This last-mentioned entry will also be found in 
the Placita Quo Waranto. ed. Record Com. fol. 1818, p. 168. 

105. Of Robert, who was confirmed abbot in 1280, we 
have nothing to record. He did not, I tliink, continue abbot 
long, for I have found that Peter, whom Oliver mentions as 
occurring in 1306, was abbot at least as early as 1290, and 
his name appears again in 1295-6, as will be seen from the 
following ex^acts : — 

A° Regis E. 19, facta convene, inter Petru Abtem de 
Buckfastre et ejusd Loci convent ex vna pte et Johe de 
Hubernford ex alf. p terra in Brenta. Test Witto de Kil- 
berry Witto de Boyvill. P. 9. (P. 381.^ 

Convencio facta 24 E. inter Petr. Abb. de Buckfastr etc. 
et Johm Welbrok p ?ra in Brenta. Test. Pho de Botorford, 
Hen le Norreis, Hug do Corndon, Rico de la Forde, Rico de 
la Forde, Rico de Hubernford, 24 E. 1, p. 10. (Additional 
MSS. Brit. Mus. 28,649, p. 380. 

106. In Abbot Peter's time the Survey for the Taxation of 
Pope Nicholas was taken. In 1288 this Pope gave to Edward 
L the tenth of all the revenues of the churches in England, 
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Scotland, and Ireland, in aid of the war in the Ho^^ Land. 
The survey was not made till 1291 and 1292, as the King did 
not immeciiately avail himself of the benevolence of the Church. 
The entries relating to this abbey are as follows : — 

Taxatio. Decima. 



Decanaf de Cadebur. 

Abbas Buftestr' p'cipit de ecclia de Donne 2 

Ihcavatus de Chamlegh. 

Abbas Buffestr' p'cipit de ecclia de Sele 

Decayiatns de Totton, 

Ecclia de Brenta ..... 
Vicar' de eadem ..... 
Ecclia do Birfestr' .... 
Vicar' de eadem .... 

DecanaV de Wodlegh 

Pens' alibi I Abbas Bufestr' p'cipit de 
bnfic I Ecclia de Thurstonde* 

Arch'uUaconat'' Tottoji\ 

Maniu de BreUt q'd tax' 
Maniu de Northonf q'd tax' , 
Apud Donfestr't q'd tax' 



4 



2 13 4 5 4 



6 


13 4 


13 4 


1 


10 


non ex 


5 


6 8 


10 8 


1 





non ex 



13 4 1 4 



Abbas 
Buftr'^^ 
het 



9 
6 
3 
4 
2 
2 
2 
3 
I 



15 4 
6 8 

14 4 

8 
13 

4 8 

9 4 
10 

15 8 
8 



Apud Hedfelle § q d tax' 

Apud Bankesburgh || q'd tax' 

Apud BodrikesnotlT q'd tax' 

Apud Sele q'd tax' 

Apud Dymm'** q'd tax' 

Apud Trisnia q'd tax' 

Apud Uobrok and Hyndon q'd tax' 
Sfua . . . 37 5 
Dec' . . . 3 14 6 

Taxatio Eeclesiastica, P. Nicholai, pp. 144, 
146, 149, 151-153, fol. 1802. 

107. In 1297, April 8, Edward I. visited the Abbey, pro- 
l)ably on his way to Plympton Priory. Ho was in Devon- 
shire fourteen years before, and spent some time at Exeter 
with Queen Eleanor, and the Court kept Yule-tide in the 
Bishop's palace. 

108. Abbot Peter was one of the witnesses to a deed with 
the Abbot of Tavistock and the Priors of Plympton and 



♦ Churchstow. 
t Notoiic. 
t Bnckfastleigh. 
^ Hcathfield. 



II Bntishorough. 
^ Vetroc'kstowe. 
*• Donne. 
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Totnes, whicli was an undertaking by the Burgesses of Ash- 
burton to provide a maintenance for a priest and necessaries 
for divine worship for the Chapel of St. Laurence, at Ash- 
burton. A transcript of this deed will be found in the Lives 
of the Bishops of Exeter, by Dr. Oliver, from the Registers 
of Bishop Stapledon, p. 69. Robert, Stephen, and John de 
Churstowe succeeded Peter, 1 Aug. 1316; 24 June, 1330; 
and 1 Nov. 1332. I have not found a single entry relating 
to acquisition of land, disputes leading to legal proceedings, 
or to any event in the history of tlie Abbey dunng the time 
of these three abbots. 

109. William Giffard was confirmed 6th* June, 1333, his 

Predecessor having been abbot for only about eight months, 
le seems to have been more than once involved in contro- 
versy as to the rights of his Abbey. I have not been able to 
trace in the Year Books tlie particulars of the dispute between 
him and the Stoners, the Uien Lords of the Hundred and 
Manor of Ermington, mentioned by Dr. Oliver ; and 1 have 
in other cases been unable to verify the learned doctor's 
references to public records, which in two or three instances 
I particularly regret 

110. On the death of William Giffard early in 1349, 
Philip was admitted, 21 May, 1349, and in the following 
year he obtained from the King, a grant to his Abbey of 
a weekly market at Buckfastleigh, and a yearly fair at 
Brent, the former on Tuesday, and the latter on the feast 
of St. Michael and the two preceding days, to be held on 
Brent Down. I believe this fair is now represented by the 
Brent September fair. How long tlie Buckfastleigh weekly 
market continued I do not know, but an unsuccessful attempt 
to revive it was made early in this century. 

Grant to the Abbey of Bucfaste of a weekly Market 
AT Buckfastleigh and of a yearly Fair at Brent. 

^ eisdem* sattm. Sciatis nos de gra nra spali concessisse pro abb'e et 
1 hac carta nra confirmasse ditcis nob in xpo Abbi 1 Gonventui conuentu de 
de Bucfast in Com Devon qd ipi T; successores sui imppetuu ^"*^^*^*' 
heant vnu mcatu singlis septimanis p diem Martis apud 
Bucfastenlegh 1 ^^lam feriam singlis annis apud Brente in 
quadam placea vocata Brentedoune p tres dies duratiutim 
vidett in die 5ci Michis in mense Septembr T; p duos dies px 
^cedentes nisi mcatu illud T; feria ilia sint ad nocumentu 

* ArchiepMs Ep^is Dncib* Comitib' Baronibus Jostle' vice commitib' pre- 
positis Ministris et om'iba* Ball's et fidelib' snis. 

2l 
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vicinox meato^ T vicinai feriax Quare volum^ ^ fermit' 
pcipini" p nob 1 heredib) nris qd pdci Abbas ^ Conventus T; 
successores sui imppctuQ tieaiit dca mcatu 1 feriam apud 
loca pdca cum ' omib} libtatib) T; libis eonsuetudinib} ad 
huiusmodi mcatu 1 feriam ptineiitib) Nisi mcatu illud '^ feria 
ilia siiit ad iiocumontu vicinoi mcatox T: vicina^ feria^ sicut 
pdcm est Hiis tcstib) veSabilib) prib) J. Archiepo Ebos 
Aiigt Primate Cancellario nro W. Epo Wyntoii TheS firo 
Henr Duce Lancastr Witto de Bohun Norht *l Thoma de 
Bello Caiiipo Wampo Warr Comitib) Barttlo de Burghersstl 
seniore Jotie do Grey de Retherfeld Senescallo liospicij nri 
T aliis. Dat p maim iiram apud Wyndesore xxiiij die Aprilis. 

p ipm Kegc nunc Witto Mugge. 

(Charter Boll 25 to 27 Edw. III. m. 7.) 

111. Philip was not abbot long. He was succeeded by 
Robert Simons, wliose name I find frequently occurring in 
legal documents for nearly forty years. As early as 1358 he is 
mentioned, and as late as 1393. Whether it is tliat he was 
particularly litigious, or that his predecessors had been lax 
in their care of the rights of the Abbey, I do not know, but, 
besides the cuse of the Abbey against the Dean and Chapter 
of Exeter with reference to the iSshery of the Dart,* I have 
found references to several other cases in the Assize and De 
Banco Rolls, some of w^hich I give. 

112. The first relates to a claim made against the abbot 
by Richard Avery, who complains that on the Thursday after 
the Feast of St. Dionvsius in the 30th year of Edward III., 
the Abbot vi et armls, at Trusham, carried off the goods and 
chattels of the said Richard, labour horses [jutnenta]^ oxen, 
cows, heifers, calves, pigs, and sheep, besides com, hay, straw, 
and other things, and alleged that he was injured to tne extent 
of £100. The abbot in person stated, in reply to the charge, 
that he ought not to be called upon to answer, inasmuch as 
Richard Avery w^as his villein, belonging to the Manor of 
Trusham, the property of his church of the Blessed Mary of 
Buckfast, and sought judgment accordingly. Richard said 
that he was a free man and not a villein, but the jury upon 
their oaths were satisfied that poor Richai'd was nativusj and 
the abbot had judgment. This document therefore is valu- 
able, showing that at this time, 1358, the villein had no rights, 
at all events against the lord of the soil. Professor Stubbs 
eloquently describes the position of the natinis after tlie Con- 

* Oliver's Monastiron, p. 371. 
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(juest, and shows that, although it may seem a hard one to us 
at this time, it had many advantages. " Under a fairly good 
lord, under a monastery or a college, the villein enjoyed im- 
munities and 'securities that might be envied by his superiors ; 
he had a ready tribunal for his wrongs, a voice in the ma- 
nagement of his village ; he might with a little contrivance 
redeem his- children and start them in a higher state of life. 
His lord had a peremptory claim on his earnings, but his 
lord had a lord, whoso claims on him were as irresistible, if 
not as legally binding. He was excluded from juries and 
assizes touchmg property, but by that exemption he was freed 
from the risk of engaging in quarrels in which he would be 
crushed without pity by the more powerful neighbour against 
whom he might have to testify. If he was without political 
rights, so were also the great majority of his superiors."* 

Robtus Simon Abbas de Buckfestre attachus fuit ad res- At Exeter, 
pondend Rico Averay de ptito t^nsgr p billam Et unde idem 32 E<1. III. 
Kicus in ppria psona sua quer* qd die Jovis px post fm sci ^^^' * 
Dionis anno regni Reg E' nunc Angt tricesimo vi ^ armis 
videlt glad '^c apud Trussume bona '\ catalla ipsius Rici scilt 
tria Jumenta pcii quadraginta solidoi sex boves pcii quatuor 
libra^ quatuor vaccas pcii quadraginta solidorum duas Ju- 
ventas pcii sexdecim solidox duos bovettos pcii di m'^rc tres 
vitulos pcii sex solidox quinque porcos pcii qndecim solidox 
nonaginta bidentes ^cii sex libr 'I sexdecim solidorum cepit 
T; abduxit ^ quinq^ q'^rxia fr septem quarria siligis quatuor 
quar^ia aven duodecim trusses de feno sexaginta trusses 
stramiSf quatuor coffr una caruca T: ij hcias de fcrro 1 viginti 
clayes p i fald ad valenciam decem libra^ cepit '\ asportavit 
cont"" pacem '^c. unde dicit qd detioratus est 1 dampnu het 
ad valenciam centu libra;^. Et inde pducit scctam. 

Et ^dcus Robtus Abbas in Wa psona sua venit ^ dicit qd 
pdcus Ricus responder non debet quia dicit qd idem Ricus 
est nativus ipsius Abb^is de Manlia suo de Trussume Et idem 
Abbas T; ^decessores sui Abb^es loci ^dci sciti fuenmt de ipso 
Rico 1 antecessoribus suis ut de nativis suis Mari!ii sui pdci de 
jure eccte sue be Marie de Bokfast % petit judiciu etc. Et 
^dcus Ricus dicit qd ipse est liber homo '% libe condicois 1 non 
nativus ipsius Abbtis put idem Abbas vsus eu ptitando allegat 
T; hoc petit qd inquirat^ p priam. Et ^dcus Robtus Abbas 
similiter. I'o prec est yic qd venire fac coram ^fatis Justic hie . 
die M*^cur in prima septia quadragesime xxiiij®"^ tam milites etc, 
Et qui nee etc. ad recogn T;c. Quia tam Ic. idem dies datus 

♦ Stnbbs, Const Hiat. toI. i. p. 430. 
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est ^tibus pdcis etc. Ad qucm diem coram Jiistic hio veii ptee 
Sdce in ppriis psotiis suis Et Jur ven qui do consensu ^icot 
Bica Averay '"I Robt! Simon Abbtis ad hoc eici triati \ Jur 
dicunt sup oacrm suuni qd pdcus Ilicus Averay eat natims 
ipiua Riibti SimOD Abbtis (Lc maiuio rug ddco put idem Abbna 
Bupius allojrat. I'o cons est qd pdcne Ricus uicliil capet p 
billa sua set nit in inTa p injuata queret Bua Dt pdeija Hubtus 
Abbaa quietus sine die. 

Mj 
Aaaize Iloll. 1 8 Memb. 4". Devon. 
34' 

113. In 1364, in the White Book of Tenures in Cornwall, 
WG have an order for the delivery of a tun of wine to the 
Abbot of Buckfast. Tlio Carmelites of Plymouth at the 
same time obtained five tune. I have printed t)ii9 elsewhere." 

114. In 13G(S there was a dispute with the Vicar of 
Harbeiton, and in 1367 the abbot had occasion to take pro- 
ceedings against John Frestcote and Mattliew Kelly, who 
liad destroyed trees to the value of ten pounds. 

Dies datus eat Abbi de fiuckfaaf que? p Johem Wonard 
att suum T QalfTo vicaf eccHe de Hubertoii p Johem Wilby 
alt Buu de ptito t'nsef hie a die see TrinitaE in xv dies pee 
nciu sine eeBon^c. (l)e Banco Boll, 41 Edward III. Hilary, 
m. 424.) 

Abbas de Bukfast d Johem Preatceoto attorn suii op so 
iiij*" die vsua RiPm Asshclef;tl '\ Matheu Kellygh de plito 
qiiare vi 1 armis arbores ipiua Abbis ad valeuc decc Iibru 
apud Bukfast nup crescent coinbussenint 1 alia enormia 
'\c. Et ipi non veii et pdcus Ricua fuit attach p Johem Udo"l 
Johem Hert I'o ipi in mia Et 5c est vie qd distr eum p omnea 
t'ras'lc. et qd de excitibalc. Et qd heat corpus eius hie a die 
Pasehe in trea septias p Justic 1c. et de pdco Matlieo maod 
vie qd niehil bet ^c. I o pc est vie qd cap eum si '\o. et salvo 
1c. Ita qd heat corpus eiua hie acl pfatum fmin 1c. (Da 
Bunco Roll, Hilaiy, 42 Edward III. ra. 163d.) 

115. The next document is from Rj-mer's Fcedera, It 
must not be supposed that John Beaumont was the Abbot of 
Buck'aat in 1372. Doubtless tliis proclamation was issued in 
the time of trouble following the victory of the Spaniards 
over the Englisli off Eot^helle, when the Earl of Pembroke, 
the aon-in-Iaw of the King, was taken prisoner. 

■ Eccl«9iulicBl Hi£l. Old PiTmontb, Appendix, p. 88. 
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Rot. Front 
46 Rdw. III. 

i[. TniT' I,OE 



De bohdubcs ad arma in comitatu Devon' arraiandis. 
A.D.1373. 1 Rox venerabili in Christo patri Thorate, 

"■ ' eadem grittia, episcopo Eson' ae dilectis 

et fi deli bus suia Hugont de Courtenay 
comiti Devon', Jobanni de Clieverston, 
Theobald! Grenevllle, Ricardo de Stapuldon, 
Johann! Beaumond abbati de Bukfast, Johanni Daumarle, 
Wdlielmo do Bvkeburr, et Martino Ferrers, salutem. 

Sciatia quml nos, de fidebtate et circnmspecdoDe vestris 
plenii'is confidentea, aBsignavimns vos, eonjuDctim et diriBim, 
ad omnes homines defonsabiles comitatits Devon', infra 
libertates et extra, exceptis iiomlnibus, qui nobiscum in 
obsequium nostnim sunt protecturi, cum omni feetatione 
arrairi, ot ipsns, videlicet, quenilibet eorum juxta statum et 
facuttates Buaa, armis competentibua muniri, faciendum ^ et 
ad ipsos, sic arraiatos et numitos, videJicet, illos qui terras vel 
tenementa juxta coflteram maris habent, ad morandtun super 
eisdem teiria continue cum tota famjIiS sufi, et alios, terras et 
tenementa super eosterum pnedictam non habentes, juxta 
pTEemunitionem vestratn, et cujuslibet vestrum ad costeram 
prEcdiotani quociens necease iuerit, et periculuin aliquod 
iminuerit, viis et modia quibus melius espedire videritis, 
venire compellandum, ibidem quamdiu indiguerit auper salvd 
oustodid terrae maritimse continue moraturoe, ad resistendum 
malitife inimicorum nostrorum, si qui regnum nostrum 
invaderc pr»sumnserint. 

Et ad omnea illos, quoa in bac parte coiilrarios inveneritis 
aeu rebcllcs, areataudum, et priaonia nostris mancipandum, in 
eiadem moraturos, quousque de eorum punitione a) iter 
duxerimus ordinandum. 

Et idefl vobis et cuilibet vestrflm distrietiiis quo poterimus, 
mandamus, firmiter injungentes, quod circa pnemissa, 
omnibua aliia prstermissie, cam omni diligeatia et solicitudine 
qoibuB potentia, eftectualiter intendatis, et ea f'aciatJs ct 
exequamini in formS, prralicta: et vos ipsi et qualibet veslrr'nn 
ad terras et tenementa vestra, coateKe pnedict* propinquiora, 
cum omni featiuatione voa trahatia, ibidem auper aalv& 
custodia terra; maritima;, cum tot4 fiimilia vestra continue 
moraturi. 

Damns aulem vicecomiti nostro comitatfis prscdicti, ac 
nniversis et aingulis aliis fidelibus nostris eomitatiis prsdicti, 
tam infra libertates quani extra, tenore prseseutium in 
mandatis, quod vobis, et cuilibet vestrikm in prfemissis 
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pareant, obediant ct intendant, quociens et quando per vos, 
sou aliquem vestrum, super hoc ex parte nostrd fuerint 
prajmuniti. 

In cujus. 

Teste Rege, apud Westm' xx die Julii 

Per ipsum Regem et consilium. 

[Kymcr's Foedcra, vol. iii. p. 2, p. 956, ed. 1830.] 

116. In tlie Year Book, 50 Edward III. 1375, is 
mentioned the ease of the Abbot of Bukfast versus the Dean 
and Chapter of Exeter, John Wyllyot, and Robert Davy 
[see ft'. 10b and 11], and in the Liber Assisarum, 47 Edw. 
III., the Dean and Chapter of Exeter and Jolm Wiliot, 
clerk, were attached to answer to Robert, abbot of Bukfast, 
of the plea, "quare ipsi cum Thomas Bail de Staverton, etc. 
injuste & sine judicio levaverunt quendam gurgitem in 
Staverton ad nocument' liberi ten' sui in Bukfast post 
primara, &c" The abbot used to take fish to the value of 
40/. per annum, and now cannot take more than to the value 
of lOs. a-ycar. Arguments upon verbal omissions and 
technicalities followed, but nothing apparently was done. 
The last words are '' Et sur ceo adjornatur." 

117. The following relate probably to the same matter, and 
are taken from the De Banco Roll : — 

f)evMu. Jur^intAbbem de Bukfast quer T; Rofetm Sumpter Decanii 
ecctie beati Petri Exofi T; Capitulum eiusde ccctie T; Johem 
Wyliot cticum de eo si pdcus Abbas pendente bri suo \?sus 
ipos Decanu T; Cai)itulu T: Johem impetrato supponendo qd 
ipi siml cum Thoma Baillyf de Stavton iniuste T; sine indico 
levaverunt quendam gurgitem in Stavton ad nocumentu libi 
ten ipius Abbis in Bukfast pstravit gurgitem pdcm p quotl 
idem Abbas bre suu vltius vsus pdcm Jolim manutenere non 
debet sicut idem Johes dicit vel non sicut pdcus Abbas dicit 
Et eciam si die impetracois bris pdci Abbis scilt decimo die 
Nov anno regni Regis nunc Angt quadragesimo pdci Decanus 
1 Capitulu fuerunt tenentes vt de libo ten soli in Stnvton vbi 
sup[)onit" nocumentu pdcm fieri ad nocumentu libi ten ^dci 
Abbis in Buckfast p qd ipi vt tenentes soli illius ad excepcoem 
allegand in Cassacoem bris pdci admitti debeant sicut ijdem 
Decanus \ Capitulu Dicnnt vel non Immo pdco die impe- 
tmcois bris pfat Johes Willyet fuit tenons eiusdem soli vt de 
libo ten sicut pdcus Abbas dicit j)onit"" in respcm hie vsq^ a 
die Pasche in xv dies nisi Justic dni Regis ad assias in com 
^dco capiend assign p forma statuti etc. die M^cur px j)ost fm 
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§ci Matliie Apli apud Exon prius venlint p defcu Jur quia 
nullus veil. I'o vie heat corpa etc. — (De Banco Roll, 48 Edw. 
III., Hilary m. 169 d.) 

Jut* in? Johem Welyet que? 1 Rofetm Abbem de Bukfast Devon. 
T; fratre Johem Skyredoii f rem Bactm Middelworthy f rem 
Kcbm Cok* ^ frem Walterum Morchard comonac eiusde 
Abfcis de ptito t*n8gr ponit"" in respectu hie vsq) a die Pasche 
in tres septias p Justic nisi Justic dni Reg ad asSias in com 
pdco capiend assign p forma statuti etc. die Mercur px post 
festu sci Mathie Apli apud Exon prius veflint p defcu Juf 
quia nullus veii. I'o vie heat corpa etc. Ad que die ven ptes 
etc. Et vie non mi§ bre. I'o Jur* ^dca ponit"" in respcm hie 
V8q3 a die see Trinitatis in xv dies p dei'cu Jur quia nullus 
ven. I'o vie heat corpa le. Ad que die * * 



Further put in respite to Michaelmas, then to Hilary. 
(Apparently here the Record stops, but the writing is so bad, 
small, and close, that it is difficult to say positively). — Ibid, 
m. 263. 

118. In 1377 we again find Abl)ot Robert in legal mire, 
prosecuting James Audeley for interfering with the river 
Dart and the fishery at Dartiugton, Staverton, and Little 
Hempston. No decision upon the^ case can be found. It is 
repeated de novo in subsequent Rolls. 

Jacobus de Audele Cliivaler sum fiiit ad respondend Rofcto Deron 
Abfcti de Bukfast de ptito quare ipe injuste 1; sine judicio 
levavit sex gurgites in Dertyngtoii Staverton 1 Hemmesioii 
Arondel ad uocumentu libi ten ipius Abfctis in Bukfast 1 
Ayshpertoii post p^'m T;c Et unde idem Abbas p Thomam 
Spyrweye attorn suu die qd ubi idem Abbas het T; here debet 
ipeqj'^ omes pdecessores sui Abfctes loci pdci a tempo quo non 
extat memoria huerunt in villis de Bukfast 1 Aysnperton in 
quadam aqua vocata Derte quondam gurgitem de quo quidem 
gurgite pdca aqua de Derte currit usq3 ad pdcas villas de 
Dertyngtoii Staverton Hemmestoii Arondel 1 a pdcis villia 
iisq3 ad altum mare extra portum de Dertemouthe de quo 
gurgite idem Abbas here debet ipeq} T; omes pdecessores sui 
Abbtes ejusdem loci a tempo cuj^ cont"^rii memoria non existit 
huerunt quandam aperturam latitudinis sex pedu in aqua 

Elsewhere (in preyioos Bolls) Choke, 

H 
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pdca in medio majoriB cursus 1 pfundita! ejuadein aque in 
amib; loeis 1 dniis int ^cks villas de Bnkfost T AysLpertofi 
1 altu mare extra portu pdcm ex quacumq, pte ubi m^orc 
eursu 1 pfuntUtat ejusdem aque in aineo *uo foro contigit p 
qiiam quidem aptnram salmunes trutes pcks % bHi pisces 
maris natare solebant 1 potuerunt ab alio man extra portQ 
pdcm usa ad gurgite ipiua Abfetis finp"'dcam pdcuB Jacobns 
levavit ^(tcos sex gurgiles ex f^nsvuo ejusdem Aqiie T pdce 
apture in eadem aqua de Dertc in pdcia villis de Dertyngton 
Staverton T, Heromeaton Arondel inr gurgite ipius Abttis 
pdcm t altu mare T portu sup^dcm p quos quidem gnrgites 
in eiadem villis de Dertyngtoii Stavertnri '\ Hemmeston 
Arondel sic leva? aptura pdca est obstructa ita qd pisces "Ic 
natare non possunt ab alto mari usq, ad gurgitem ipius Abbtis 
pdcm fiicut solebant p quod ubi ipe Abbas solebat 1 jKituit 
cape pisces in gurgite suo pdco ad valenciara quadragintn 
librari p annu ante Ievaeoeni'\obatrucc6em snp'^dcas'^ modo 
non potest cape pisces nisi ad valenc decern solidoa p annu 
et sic ad nocumentii etc. unde die qd deter est '\ dampnu bet 
ad valenc mille libra^ Et inde pduc sectam et^. 

Et pdcuH Jacobus p Juhem Bozouti att suii von Et pet 
indn visu heat ^ Dies aatus est eis hie a die sci Miofais in xv 
dies p JustJc Et in?im Ic. 

De Banco Roll, Trinitv, 

Hio. II.' m. 210. 

119. In 1377 a brief somewhat similar to the one before 
mentioned (par. J 15) from the King and hia Council, is 
directed among others to the Abbot of Buckfast 



De mora facienda, buper if\'asione Gallicorcm, 

*■»■ j^T^- I Rex venerabili in Chriato patri Tli. eadom 

61 Edw. m. i gratia episcopo Exoniffi, salutem. Quia 

Roi. CIaii«. ■> pro certo intelleximns quod inimici nostri 

!n T^: tiir ^ i Franciie, et alii sibi adUrentcs, magnam 
multltudinetn navium gallarum, et barge- 
arum, cum homnibus ad arnia et armatis, congregArunt, et 
infra regnum nostrnm Anglife, ad eitii'ia quo [Kitenint, ap- 
plieare, et nos, et dictum regnum nostrum, ac totam linguam 
Anglican am destniere et del ere proponunt, nisi eorum 
maiitiie mauu forti resiatatur : 

Nub volentea hujusmodi dampnis et pei'iculis, quee nobis et 
dioto regno nostro, ex subitis dictorum inimiconim noatrorum 
aggrossibuB evenire possent prfeoavere, vobis, districtius quo 
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poterimus, firmiter injungendo mandamus, quod vos, cum omni 
festinatione, ad terras et tenementa vestra, villae de Dert- 
mouth propinquius adjacentia, personaliter divertatis, ibidem, 
cum homiiiibus vestris, et tota familia vestra, fortiori modo 
quo poteritis, super defensiono villae praedietaB, et partium 
adjaeentium, contra hostiles agrossus, continue moraturi. 

Et homines et tenentes vcstros ibidem, videlicet, quemlibet 
eorum juxta statum et facultates suos, arraiari, et moram 
continuam ibidem, fortiori modo quo poterunt, hujusmodi 
periculis iminentibus, facere, et ipsos ad hoc celeriter facien- 
dum, per districtiones bonorum et catallorum suorum, et alios 
vias et modos qui bus poteritis, compelli et distringi faciatis 
indilate ; et hoc, sub periculo quod incumbit, nullatenus 
omittatis. 

Teste Rege, apud West'm xiv die Mail. Per ipsum 
Regem et consilium. (Hymer's Foedera, vol. lii., part 2, 
p. 1078, ed. 1830. 

120. In the following extract, 1378, the abbot seeks to 
recover from John Suddon and Margaret his wife a mes- 
suage and land in Potrockstowe, which Robert Goding held 
of William Giffard, the former abbot, and which the then 
abbot claimed, as reverting to the Abbey on the death of 
Goding. 

Robtus Abbas de Bukfast petit vsus Joliem Suddon J Devon. 
Mar^iam uxem ejus unu ferlingu rre 7 tres acras pti cu ptiii 
in Petrokystowe que Robtus Godyng^ tenuit de Witto memb. 289 a. 
Giffard nup Abbe de Bukfast pdecessore nunc Abbis et que 
ad ipm nunc Abbem revti debent tiinq"^m escaeta sua eo qd 
pdcus Robtus Godyng^ obiit sine her ?c. Et unde idem Abbas 

Thoma Spirwey att suu dicit qd pdcus Robtus Godyng^ 
uit seit^ de ten pdcis cu ptin in dnico Suo ut de feodo 7 Jure 
tempe pacis tempe dni E nup Reg Angt Avi dni Regf nunc 
capiend inde explec ad valenc ?c. ? ea tenuit de pdco Witto 
^dco ?c. p homag *? fidelit It scutagiu diii Regf cu accederit 
ad quadraginta solidos decem solid qn ad plus plus qn ad 
minus, minus ?c. ? p svicia sex solidox p annu ad quatuor 
anni t'mios principales solvend, vidett ad festa sci Michis 
Natat Dni Pasch ? Natat sci Johis Bapt do quib) sviciis idem 
Sdecessor ?c., fuit seit^ ut in jure ecctie sue see Marie de 
Bukfast [blank] p manus pdci Robti Godyng ut p manus 
veri tenentis sui vidett de pdcis homag *? fidelit ut de feodo J 
Jur *? de ^Ico redditu in dnico suo ut de feod o ? Jure Et que 
ad pdcm nunc Abbem reverti debent tanq'*"m eschaeta sua eo 
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qd etc. Et inde pducit secta etc. Et pdci Jotles t Margeria 
p Johem Copleston atl suu vefi Et defend Jus suu quando 
etc. Et dicunt qd ipi nichil hent in ten pdcis nisi ex 
dimissione Johis Hopere ad vita ipojj Jotlis Sudden J 
Margie tantu revsione inde ad pdcm Johem Hopere J her 
SUDS spectante sine quo noii possunt pdco Atti inde res- 

Eondore 7 petunt auxiliO de ipo Johe Hopere beant eu 
ic in Crastino sci Martini etc. Idem dies dat^ est pdcis 
ptib) p attorn suos pdcos hic 7c. ad que diem pdcus Johes 
Hoper sum fecit se esson de malo veniend vsus pdcm 
Abbem It de pdco ptito et huit inde die p Essoii suu hic ad 
hunc die scitt a die Pasche in tres sepKas extunc px seqn 
put patet rotio Esson sexto Idem dies dat^ fuit ptib} pdcis 
hic *?c. Et modo ad hunc die ven tam ptes pdce p attorn 
suos pdcos q"^in pdcus Johes Hoper p Johem Copleston 
attorn suu ven Et idem Johes Hoper se jun£:it pdcis Johi 
Suddon I Margie in respondend vsus pdcm Abbem de pdco 
ptito etc. [Hereupon a day was given to the parties, as well 
y® Abbot as John Suddon or Margery and John Hoper, now 
joined, from Michaelmas to fifteen days ; at which day come 
the parties aforesaid from Hilary to fifteen days ; at which 
day come the parties aforesaid from Trinity to fifteen days ; 
at which day come the parties aforesaid to the morrow of St. 
Martin; at which day come the parties aforesaid from 
Easter to three weeks] in statu quo nunc sal vis ptib) etc. 

De Banco Roll, Trinity, 1 and 2 Ric. 11. 

Here, too, the termination of the case does not appear on 
the Rolls. For some reason or other it would seem to have 
been dropped, a compromise being effected, or one of the 
parties not being sm'e of his success, allowing the other to 
take or retain possession of the land in dispute. 

122. The next extract I have during Abbot Simon s time 
relates to his claim against Walter Kosere and William 
Buriman, whom he charged with carrying off his villeins, 
Christina Barry and John Barry, of Downe St Mary, and 
the abbot claimed that he was injured to the extent of 20Z. 

Abbas de Bukfast p Johem Lacche at? suu op se iiij^** die 
^sus Waltum Rosere *? Wittm Buriman de ptito quare vi ? 
armis Cristina Barry *? Joham Barry nativas ipius AfelSis in 
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Abbis vi^nti libra^ J con"^ pace dni E' nup Regis Angt 
avi ?c. Et ipi non ven Et pc ftiit vie qd capet eos Et vie 
nichil inde fecit nee bre misit I'o sicut prius capiant' qd sint 
hie a die sci Michis in xv dies p Justic. 

De Banco Roll, 8 Rich. 11. Trinity [1384]. 

123. In the next, of the date 1393, the abbot is the defen- 
dant, being called upon by William Beaumont to deliver to 
him a box, with writings and documents in it It appears 
that the box, with its contents sealed up, was handed by John 
Beaumont the father of the claimant in his lifetime to John 
Warre, Episcopus Cumogensi, [? Le Mans] and that on the 
death of John Beaumont the same should have been handed 
to the son. And afterwards the bishop died at the Abbey of 
Buckfast, and the box with its contents came into the posses- 
sion of the abbot, who would not give it up, by which William, 
the heir of John Beaumont, was much injured, and claimed 
redress and satisfaction. The bishop appeared by his attorney 
John Lack, to whom he must have been a good client, 
admitted having the box, and in effect stated that he was 
only desirous of doing what was right with it. He produced 
it in open court, and said that he had received it from the 
deceased bishop to take care of; that there was another 
claimant for the box, a certain John Brightricheston, and 
which was the right owner he did not know ; and asked that 
John Brightricheston might be protected. The court thought 
it necessary under these circumstances to give John an oppor- 
tunity of proving his right, and a day was fixed for him to 
appear. On the day named he did not come, and eventually 
the box with the deeds and muniments were handed over to 
the first claimant, tlie plaintiff William Beaumont. Here we 
have, among other interesting matter, the apparent fact that 
an Englishman was a bishop of a foreign see, if Le Mans is 
meant, and that he died, and was probably buried, at Buck- 
fiEist Abbey. 

Following this are three other extracts from the same roll, 
relating to litigation initiated by the abbot in respect of tres- 
pass committed on the abbey lands. 

Robtus Abbas de Bukfestrie suih fuit ad respondend Witto Devon. 
Beaumount de ptito qd reddat ei quandam pixidem cu cartis 
scriptis % aliis munimentis in eadem pixide contentis quam ei 
iniuste detinet *?c. Et vnde idem Witts p Thomam Hertcscote 
attorn suu die qd cu quidam Johes Beaumount pal^ ipius 
Willi cuius her ipe est die lune px post fm Sci Andr apli anno 
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regno^ dni Regis nunc quarto apud ExoH libasset cuidam 
Johi Warre Epo Cumogeiisi* pixidem ftduim sigillatADi cum 
cartis ecriptia 1 alijs munimentis cla traa 1 ten que eidem 
Willo post mortem pAc'i Jotiis Jure hereditar descenderunt 
tangencia in eadem pixide contentis salvo custodiend et eidem 
Johi vel Iier suis cu iude requisitus fuiaset relibtuid Ac 
postmodum pdcus Epus in Abbia Bukfesrie obijt post cuius 
mortem pixis pdea cu cartis etc. ad manus pdci Abbis deve- 
nerunt. Idem tamen Abbas licet aepius requisitus pixidem 
pdcam pdco Johi Beaumount in vita sua iiec eciam eidom 
Witto fit T; her ^dci Johis Beaumount noudu libavit set illas 
ei bucusqj Hbare cont"" dixit 1 adhuc cont"'dieit vnde die qd 
detrioratua est 1 dampnum het ad valeiiciam ceulu libro^. 
Et imie pJuc sectam Ic 

Et pdcus Abbas p Johom Lacche attorii suu ven Et pfert 
hie in cur pixidem ^dcam cu cartis ?c. patain ad reddend cui 
cur Regis Lie consrdera?it die qd pixis ilia cu cartis ?c. p 
ptatu Epm eideut Abbi libatu fuit salvo custodiend et eni de 
Jure libari debet deliband Et die qd quidam Johes 
Bright riches ton darn |)ixtdem pdcain cu cartis Jc. eidem 
Johi Brightrlchestoh de Jure bbari debe set an pixis pdca cu 
cartis la. pia> Johi Brighlricheston an ^fato Witto cie Jure 
libari defaeat nee ue die qd ipe oinio ignorat Et pet qd 
pdcus Jobes Brightricheston pmuniatur to, I'o prec est vie 
qd p pbos ^e. scire fac pfeto Johi Brightrichostoii qd _ sit hic 
in Oetab 5ci Michis ostenS si quid p se heat vel dice seiat 
quare (lixis pdca cu cartis ?c. pf'attJ Witto libari non debeat 
si '?c. Idem dies datus eat ptib} pdcis hie %. Ad quem 
diem ven tani pdous Wittua q'ln pdcus Abbas p attorn suoa 
pdcos Et pdcus Jobes Brightrieheatoil iiij"" die ptiti 
Bolempniter exactus non ven Et vie modo tnand qd scire 
fecit oidein Johi Brightrtcliestoii esaend liic ad liunc diem 
ostenS in forma pdca p Nichm More Johcm Toune ^ Rohm 
Feryby I'o conS est qd pdcus WiHus heat libacoem pixidis 
pdce cum cartis etc. extra pasaeasionc pdci Abbis Et sup hoc 
pdcus Abbas pfert hie in euf pdcam pixide cum cartis Ic 
parata ad reddend pfato WiJio quequidem pixis cu cartis 
et«. ptato WiHo hie in ciir liberat'' I'o idem abbas de eadem 

fixide cii cart i a Tic. exoSet"^ ?c. — De Banco Itoil, 17 Rich. 
I. Trinity. 

Robtus Abbas de Bukfast T. frater Edwaiiius Stele 1 frater 
Henr Haredoii % frater Robtus Asslie T frater Stephus 
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Roulande oomonacos eiusdem Abbis ? Ricus Koke in mia p 
plur defalt. 

Dies dat^ est Johanne que fait px^ Joliis Jaycok quer p 
Johem' Jaycok attorn suu Et Sdeis Abbi Edwardo Henr 
Robte Stepho ? Rico p Johem Lacche attorn suu de ptito 
t*n8gr hie in Octab sci Hillar pc^pcium sine essoii etc ad que 
die ven ptes pdce *?c. Et sup hoc dies datus est eis hie a die 
Pasche in tres septias pee pciu sine esson ?c. 

Mem.— On this Roll (230 d.) Robert, Abbot of B. v. 
" Joham que fait vxor Johis Jaycok'' who ** clausn fregit" 
and cut down the abbot's trees, depastured lands, &c. She 
does not come. Sheriff ordered to distrain her through all, 
&c., and have her body here from Hilary to fifteen days. No 
writ. Order for Easter as before. — Ihid, 18 Rich. II. Mich. 

Tlie next two extracts refer, one to a defaulting bailiff of 
the Abbey at Battochsburgh, who was not to be found, and 
the second, to a claim for the recovery of land and houses at 
Buckfastleigh. 

Robtus Abbas de Bukfast p Johem Lacche attorn suum op' j),. 
se iiij^ die 9sus Johem Weryng de South lodebroke de ptito 
qd reddat ei ronabilem compotu suu de tempe quo fait ballivus 
suus in Battokysburgh % receptor denario^ ipius Abbis Et 
ipe non ven Et pcept fait vie qd capet eu Et vie modo mand 
qd non est inven? ?c. I'o pcepl est vie qd capiat eu si 7c. Et 
salvo ?c. Ita qd heat corpus eius hie in Octabis §ci Hillar ?c. 
— De Banco Roll, 18 Rich. II. Mich. m. 250. 

Abbas de Bukfa.st p Johem Lacche attorn suu pel 9sus Devon'. 
Johnam Jaycok T: Walrum Deghere vnu toftum cum ptiii in 
Bukfastlegh Et vsus Johnam que fuit vxor Johis Jaycok 
septem mesuag duas acr rre 1 \Tiam acr p"ti et dimid cum 

Stin in eadem villa Et 9su8 Walrum Deghere de Bukfastlegh 
uo mesuag vnam acr rre T: dimid T; vnam acr p**ti cum ptin 
in eadem villa vt Jys T:c. p bre Regis de forma donacois Ic. 
Et pdci Johna Jaycok WaTPus Deghere Johna que fuit vxor 
Johis Jaycok \ \Val)?as Deghere de Bukfastlegh p Johem 
Jaycok attorii suu ven Et s^atim petunt inde visum heant 
T;c. dies da? est ei8 hie a die Jrasche in quinq^ septiraanus Et 
in?im ^c.—lbid. m. 333 d. 

124. I have not been able to find any account of the case 
referred to by Dr. Oliver which he calls the valuable cause of 
the fishery of tlie River Dart at Buckfastleigh against the 
Dean and Chapter at Exeter, but only a short reference Xa) it. 
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In Hilary term, 1376, a verdict having already been given 
in favour of the Abbey, apparently at the assizes, the matter 
came before the Court of Common Pleas on demurrer. Davy, 
one of the defendants, had never once appeared. The words 
showing the finding are '' Sur que quant a les auters " [Davy 
not having appeared] " qui averont pled' al enquest trove fuit 
p' nisi prius que le Dean & le Chapitre n'averont reens en le 
frank tenement, & auxi Fabbot n'avera abatu le Gorce pen- 
dant le brc, coe." 

125. While hunting for the Dart case another important 
fishery case turned up, which is very fully set out in the De 
Banco Koll. It is too long to produce at length, but a friend 
who has helped me in transcribing documents for the 
purposes of this paper has prepared a full abstract of the 
proceedings. The dispute arose as to the right of fishery in 
the Brent River, the Avon, and the action was brought by 
the abbot, still Robert Simons, against Richard Knight, 
Vicar of Brent, and others. The case was tried, apparently, 
at Exeter, when a verdict was given in favour of the abbot. 
There was an a]>peal, and the verdict was reversed on technical 
grounds. 1 have given the judgment and some otlier parts 
of the proceedings as they appear on the Roll. 

The King (Richard XL) issued a Writ of Mandamus to 
Walter Cloj)ton and the Justices of the King's Bench, dated 
at Westm., 8 June, 22 R. 2 (1399) ; whereby he directed that 
Buckfa.st. the record and ])roccss relating to a plea of trespass between 
Robert, late Abbot of Buckfitst, and Robert Knyght, Vicar 
of the Church of Brent, John Beare [and others as herein- 
after], &e , being seen by them, a manifest error committed 
(as alleged) by the Justices of Common Pleas should be cor- 
rected. The Record and process mention in the said writ as 
follows : — 

Attorn reeep? apud Westm coram * » * Justic Dili 
Reg de coi Banco de t^mio Hillar Anno regni Reg Rici scdi 
quartodecimo. 
Devon*. Rot}tus Knyght vicar ecctie de Brente Johes ffox Johes 
Beare Witts ffenford Witts Pitman Witts Langedon Johes 
Langedon Walrus Schaghe *? Thomas Schaghe po lo sue 
Thorn am Rey mound vel Thomam Noreys vsus Rofctm abbem 
de Bukfas? de pHto t'^'nsgr. 

Ptita apud Westm coram Rofeto de Cherlton ? soc suis 
Justic Dni Regis de Banco de T Jmio see Trinitatis anno regni 
Reg Rici scdi quintodecimo. Ro. cccvj. 
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Robtu3 Kiiyglit vicar ecctte de Breiite Johes ftbx Johes i)cv<i 
UeareWiHs ftenford WiHs Pitman Johes Lan^rotjoii » Walrtis 
Sc'liapfl attacli fueruiit ad resiiondend llobto Abbti de Buktast 
de ptito quare ipi eu Wilto Laiigedon i Jot.e Sliaghe vi » 
arnii$ clauS ifius Abbis apud Brenta fi-oggiit i arborei« sunn 
ibm nup cresctntes succiderunt i in sepal! pi8eaf sua ibin 
piscati fuerunt i piscem indo ac arbores pilcan iiecnon alia 
bona t catflUa sua ad valeiic vigiiiti libraa ac quingentos 
piiiiiclos suoa peij centum solido^ ibm inveiita eeijoruilt et 
as)jortaveruut t blada i herbam suam ad valenc centu solidos 
ibm nup erescencia cum quibiisdani averijs depasti fuerunt 
coiieulcaverunt t eonaumpserunt t aira enormia ei intulerunt 
ad grave Dampnuni ipsiua Abbis i cont"' paoeiu Kegis Et 
vnde idem Abbas p Johem Lacclie attorn suQ querit Bd Sdct 
Robtus Knyght Johes t Johea Wilts WIHs Johes i Wal?m 
simi etc die Jovis pi post f'estu oim sco^ anno regno* diii 
Beg nunc nono vi i armis scitt gtad ai'cLubs i sagittis clauS 
iplus Abbis apud Breiita fregunt i arbores Buaa vidett quadra- 
ginta quercus viginti fraxinos decern ulnos decern tremulos t 
viginti fabos ibm nup erescentes auectdorunt i in sepali 
piscaria sua ibm piscati fuerunt t pisceni inde vidett qiiadra- 
ginta salmones lupos aquaticus percbeas tencheas anguillas i 
pelos ac arbores Sdoas necnon ana bona i catalla sua vidett 
paunoa liiieos 1 laneoB ad valenc viginti libras ac quingentos 
cnnlcloB suoa pcij centum solido^ ibm inventos ceperuut t 
asiwartaverunt i blada vidett frumentu ordeii fabas piaas i 
avenaa t lierbam suani ad valenc etc. ibm nup crescenc cu 
quibusd avijs vidett equis bob} vaccis aSrts bldentibus t 
porcis depasti fuerunt eoneulaverunt i eonaumpserunt t"^nsgf 
[idcam quoad succisionem arbox piscaroem i depastu blades 
» herbe p duos aniios tunc pi seqn diversia vicibus continu- 
andi et alia enormia ete. Et coiit"^ pacem etc. vnde die qd 
deter est t dampnu het ad valenc centii libraa i inde Sduc 
seetam etc. Et Sdci Robtus Kjivgbt Johes flbx Johes Beare 
Wilts ffenford Witts Pitman Johes Langedon y Wal?u8 p 
Tboniam Norreys AUurti suu veri t defend vim i iniur quando 
etc. Et quo ad venire vi » armis necnon fraccbem clausi 
suGcisIont arboa ac asportaroom bnnoa i catallot die qd ipi in 
uidio sunt inde oalpnblcs et de hoc pnii se sup prium Et 
pdcus Abbas simttr. El eciam pdcns Johea ffox i oihes alij 
39 pdcin Ho6tni Knight quoad eapcoem euniclos die sTIi? qd 
ipi m nullo stmt inde culpubles Et eciam idm Robtus Enignt 
quoad depaaiu blailus i herbe pdcoa dig qd ipe in nullo est 
inde cnlpabit Et inde sepatim pon se sup priam Et pdeus 
Abbas similit et quoad piseacoem etc pfatus Rofotus Knyght 
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die cjd quidam Witts Gybbe circa fni O'lni scoj Anno regiio^ 

dni ucfjis nunc sexto cepit de ^f'ato Abbe ad vsu ipius Rofcti 

t pdci Witti Gybbe ac quoxdani Johis Erode i ^\ itti fiylvp 

piscariam pdcani tenend ad volimtatem %c. ad piscand in 

eadni p voluntatc sua. Et die qd idm Robtus occupavit 

piscariam pdcam i in cadm piscat fuit absq) hoc qd ipe 

alicjuo alio tenipe in eadni piscaria pisca? fuit et pdcus Johes 

ttox J oihes alij defend die qd ipi vener in auxiliii ipius Robti 

ad piscand in piscaria pdca pdcis Annis sexto i septimo absq} 

hoc qd ipe [ahfjuo] alio tenipe in eadin piscar piscat fuenint 

Et hoc pati sunt sepatim vriHcare vnde singillatim non intend 

alicjuani Iniur in psonis suis ea de causa assignari posse tc. 

Et quo ad ca[)c6em cuniclox etc. Robtus Knyght die qd ipe 

fuit cai)ettus ^dci Abbis i cii eodni Abbe coinorabat"' t p 

pcei)tu pdci Abbis Annis regno^ dni Regis nunc scdo % t^cio 

cej)it duos cuniclos ad vsu eiusdm Abbis ibm t eos eidm Abbi 

atterebat f libavit absq} hoc qd ipe aliquo modo aliquos 

cuniclos ibm cc])it Et hoc patus est vificare vnde non intend 

alicjuam iiiiur in hac pte in psona sua assignari posse 7C. Et 

pdcus Johes tfox t omes alij defendentes ^ pdcm Robtm 

Knyght quo ad depjistu blado^ j hbe etc. die qj divsis vicib} 

p temi)us in narracoe pdcis Abbis content divsa avia sua in 

bladis t liorba j3i1ci Abbis ca[)ta t impcata fiierunt i in diesis 

cur eiusdm Abbis p idm tempus ibm p t^'nsgr illis que sunt- 

cadm t" nsgr vnde idm Abbas (juerit'*' afnciati t afForati fue- 

runt 1 aniciamcnta ilia oidm Abbi de tempo in tempus sepatim 

solverunt i sic die qd pdeo Abbi p damj)no p ipos in bladis t 

lierba eiusdm Abbis vnde idm Abbas modo querit"' in fonna 

pdca satisfcm existit vnde non intend qd ipi occone ilia i?um 

molestari sen g"vari debeant etc. Et pdcus Abbas die qd Sdci 

Robtus Knyght Johes tfox Johes Beare Witts ffenford Witts 

Pitman Johes Langoton J Walt'us vi t annis t do iniur sua 

ppria p tempus in narracoe eiusdm Abbis content in sepali 

piscar ipius Abbis a])ud Bronte j)iscati fuerunt t piscem inde 

ce[)erunt j asj)ortaver cont"^^ j)acem Reg put p querelani ipius 

Abbis suj)poiiit''" Et hoc pe? qd inquirat"" p priam. Et pdcus 

Robtus Knyght t omes alij defendentes (jui modo comparent 

silit^ Et eciam idm Abbas die qd Robtus Knyght p tempus 

in narracoe ipius Abbis sj)eciticat vi t armis t de miur sua 

ppria f cent'" pacem Hag cej)it quingentos cuniclos suos ibm 

put idem Abbas querit*'' Et hoc simili? pet qd inquirat"^ p 

priam Et pdcus Robtus Knyght simitr^ Et quo ad depastu 

bladoj J herb(? pdcoj^ idm Abbas die qd pdci Johes ftbx Johes 

Beare Wilis tienford AVitts Pitman Johes Langedon j Walt'us 

blada f herbam sua pdca p temj)us in narracoe eiusdm Abbis 
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contend depast fuer cont"" pacem Beg absq3 lioc qd ijdm 
Johes ffox Johes Beare Witts fFenfont Witts Pitman Johes 
Langedon t WalPus p t""nsgr illis amciati % afforati fuerunt 
vel eidm Abbi inde p eisdm t"nsor satisfeceruiit Et hoc pet 
qd iiiquirat"" p priain Et pdei Joties ifox Johes Beare Witts 
tienford Witts Pitman Johes Langedon t Walt^us silit^. To pr 
est vie qd venire fac hie a die sci Michis in xv dies xij etc. 
p quos etc. et qui nee etc. Ad recogn etc. Quia tarn etc. 

Afterwards the jury being j^Iaced in respite at York from 
Miehmasday to three weeks 1(> R. 11. unless the justices, &c. 
come before to Exeter, &c Afterwards on the day and at 
the place before Wra. Rykhill and Wm. Brenchell Justices 
assigned &c. in Co. Devon, come as well Hoht Abbot of B as 
Robt Knyght, John Fox, John Beare, Wm. Fenford, Wm. 
Pitman, John Langedon, and Walt. Slmglie by y^*"^ att. And 
likewise the Jurors who &c. say on their oath That y« s** John 
Fox, Wm. P. and John L. are not guilty of the trespass men- 
tioned. And that the s** Robt K. John B. Wm. F. and 
Walter Shaghe as to breaking the close, cutting down and 
carrying away 12 oak trees are guilty; and as to cutting down 
and carrying away the residue of y* trees ment^, also taking 
and carrS away the goods and chattels ment** they say that s<* 
Robt K. John B. Wm. F. and Walter S. are not guilty ; 
and as to fishing in y* sev* fishery of v* Abbot and taking 
fish, that the s^ Robt. John, Wm. and Walt, with force and 
arms for the time contained in the Abbot's description fished 
at Brent and took and carried away 30 salmon as complained 
by the abl)ot ; and as to taking the remaining fish mentioned 
that they (R. J. W. and W.) are not guilty; and as to y« 
taking of the rabbits, except twenty of them, that y*^ s"* Robt, 
John, Wm. and Walt, are not guilty; as to the 20 rabbits, 
they took and carried them away as compl^ by y'^ abbot ; and 
as to the depasture that s** Robt Knyght is guilty, and the s** 
John Beare, Wm. Fenford and Walter Shaghe also dei)astured, 
&c. and they were not amerced, &c. And they assess the 
damages of the &^ abbot on ace* of y® s** tresj)asses at Ten 
Pounds So it is cons^ y* y*^ s** abbot sh** recover ag*^ v^ said 
Robt. John, Wm. and Walter his s^ damages assessed at lOt. 
and y« s^ R. J. W. and W. be taken And y'* s<^ abbot in 
mercy for his false claim ag"^ John Fox, Wm. Pitman, and 
John Langedon who are acquitted of y*" s^ trespasses. And 
hereupon e** abbot confesses "se nolle ulterius prosequi" ag*' 
Wm. Langedon and John Shaghe of plea afores**. So y* s** 
abbot may have exon, &c. 

Aflerw^" viz. in octaves of S. Hil. 16 R. 11. Robt Knvght, 

2n 
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present here in Court, is conunitted to Flelo prison (goale cle 
fflete) tliere to remain until Ac 

Tlie abbot by hia a* att^ offered himself on the 4"' day v. s'' 
Wm, Langedoii and John Shaghe And ihey do not anao 
And the sheriff is ordered Ac. The sheriff nas not sent y" 
writ Adjourned to Trinity Term then to Vie at York on y' 
morrow of 8. Jolm Bapt. At v"" day no writ from y« slieriff. 
To be at York in the octave of S. Michael Ac. 

(Pleas at Westm de Banco Mich 15 R. II.) 
Robt. Abbot of E. pit. v. Robt. Knygbt vicar of ch. of 
Brente, John Fox, John Beare, Wm. Feiiford, Wui. Pitmaiii 
John Langedon and Walter Shage of a plea of trespass. Jury 
in '"cspite. Adjourned to Hil. term wheii (no wTit from y' 
sheritf) Jury in respite to Trin.* 16 R. II. Again respited to 
Michmas unless before &e. Jury to Ije before y° K.'a JusticeH 
at York &a. 

Afterwards, i.e. in Mich term 1 Hen. IV. before y* King 
liiniBelf at Westui. at the suit of s"" Roftt Knight, John Beare, 
Wm. Fenford and Walter appearing in person and ascertain- 
ing tliere was error in the record and process afores"* and in 
tlie delivery of the Judgment aforesaid and because s" Bobt 
iate abbot praying for a writ to summon Wm. now abbot of 
Bukfast to be before .the King to liear s^ record and process. 
So the sheriff is ordered in let Wm. know, &c. Tlie same 
day is given to s^ Robt. J. Wm. and Wiih. At w""" day come 
before the King at Weatm s'* K. J. W. and W. in person, 
and the sheriff returns that he let Wm. now abbot know that 
he was to he at Westm. to hear &t'. as required by y" K'a 
writ by " Wiftm Lamelan, Wiihn Hamat«de, Johem Coke 1 
Ricm More," &c. Which said Wm, now abbot, tho' warned 
and solemnly called on tlie fourth day, does not come, 
Hereupon y* s'' Robt. John, Wm. and Walter say that in the 
record and process and delivery of judgment there are divers 
errors, viz. : — 

That whereas the s^ Robt late abbot proseeuleil a wTit of 
trespass ag*' y" s^ Robt. Knyght and other def* before y" 8^ 
justices etc. and y* s'' def'» by Tlios. Norrej-s y^' attorney 
w''' said writ was qua-stied namely in Hilary Term 14 R. II. ; 
and long afterw"'* i.e. 12 April 14 K. II. the s"* late abbot 
obtained that writ ag" y* def" in \v'^ Thos. Non-eys as the 
attorney of y= def" {as contained in the said rec*" and proc) 
whereas y* a'' Thos. had no warrant in that second writ " de 

■ Bobert (abbot) " po. 1o. mo Jnh'm Laccbo " in thii Term. 
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qtio totu pcessu pdcm wan-ant izat"" ;" and ao in llila, tliat the 
8* justices proceeded upon the said pica witliont any def 
appearing in Ids own psoii or by att' have erred And by 
writ as well Wm. Tbiniyng Ch. Justice de Cfii Banco as 
Wm. Pnuntfreit keeper of the K'a writs do Banco '' ad 
oertiorand etc," whether y" s^ Robt. John, Wm. and Walter 
made any att' in tlie plea aforeaaid, etc The s"' Wm. 
Thirnyng to search tlie Roils and the s'' Keeper to examine 
the writs of the terms and years afores*" and to certify w'out 
delay- Afterw^* 30 Jaliy in tliat same term Wm. Tlu'myng 
certified that the Rolls of y' s^ terms and years bad been 
examined ; and no attorney can be found of record in y 
same. And y" s^ keeper certified that iie had no Writ of Att* 
for the terms and years aboves^, and that the date of y* orig' 
Writ in the dispute afores* is 12 April U R. II. And y' e* 
Robt. John, Wm. and Walter say, that there is manifest error 
as appears hy y' s" certificates. Am! in this, that wlioreas the 
a' Robt. late abbot supposed that they depastured at Brent, 
and they, tlie def", alleged that they were diverse times 
amerced and ^tisfied the abbot of those amercum", and y" s' 
abb' alleged that they were not araerce<I, &c. Afterw*» the 
Justices by Writ of Nisi Prius inquired if John Fox, Wm. 
Pytman and John Langecon were guilty of the s"* trespasses 
or not, whereas y" s'' J"" ought to liave inquired if y" s'' 
John, Wm. and John were amerced and satisfied the abbot 
for said trespasses or not. And, because the Justices inq'' if 
they were guilty or not of y* ti'espaases which the def* 
acknowledged, they erred. Also tliere is error in this, tliat 
whereas John Shaghe came not in his own person or by 
attJ and never pleaded, nevertheless y" Justices inquired if 
he were guilty or not of the s"" trespasses, they eiTed. Also 
in this, that whereas Walter Shaghe s*" that he was not guilty 
of taking y* a" rabbits (conies) as alleged by y" abbot, the 
Justices did not inquire whether he was guilty or not, they 
erred. Also in this, that wlierea.s y" a^ abbot supposed that 
s"" Rott Knyght and other def' fished in his several fisliery 
at Brent and took fish, etc. the s'' Rofct K. s-" y' alwut y" Feast 
of All Saints 6. R II. one Wm. Oibbe took from the abbot to 
the use of the s^ Robt and otiiers y* fishery aforesaid as tenant 
at will, etc. and said y' said Robt occupied the s"* fishery and 
fished tlicre: to w""" pica y" s*" aobot made no answer but 
maintained his writ, and y* s** Justices inq"" as to the justifica- 
tion of h'' Robt K. in s" plea, whereas tlie abbot made no 
answer to the justif", they erred. Also in this, that whereas 
John Fox and otlier def ■ said in y'" plea that they came to 
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assist Kobt Knyght to fish in the <)th and 7th years, etc. 
wlien»as no mention was made of any seventh year in the 
j)lea and y*" s*^ abbot by accepting that plea and answering 
tlicreto, whereas it is not the plea on which the parties joined 
issue (as aj>pears in the Record) which issue the Justices 
accepted and inquired upon, they erred. Also in this, that 
whereas y*" s^ abbot supposed that the tres|)ass was done at 
Brente, '* postea in replicacoe sua idm Abbas manutenuit 
dcani t'^nsgr fieri apud Brente f sic non manutenuit t*^ngr 
|)deam fieri in villa in naracoe sua contenta S3 in alia villa et 
in hoc qd Jus tic pcesserunt ad iudm sup tli ptito erraverunt." 
And they pray that the said judgment on ace* of s* errors 
and others in the Record and process aforesaid be reversed ; 
and that the Court proceed to the exam" of the said Record 
and proeess. Hereupon a day is given to y® said Rotit 
Knyght and others from Easter to three weeks, at w*^ day 
came y^ s^ Robt and others in person ; and, the Court not 
being ready to deliver judgement, a day is given to s^ R. &c. 
to be before our Lord y^ Kiilg wherever, &c. in term of Holy 
.fii.ii^nicnt. Trinity to hear judgment Ad quem diem coram dno Rege 
apud Westfh ven pdci Robtus Knyght Johes Beare Wiltras 
Fenfford 1 Wal?us in ppriis pson suis Et vis T: diligent^ 
examinatis recordo 1 pcessu pdcis vidct^ cur qd in hoc qd ubi 
pdcus Robtus nup Abbas etc supposuit p bre T: narr sua 
qd pdci Hob Knyixht 1 alii defend en t etc. bhida T: herbam sua 
eu (piibusdam a?iis suis depasti fuerunt apud Brenta etc. 
pdci Johes Fox Johes Beare Wiltms Fenfford Wiltms Pitman 
Johes Lang^lon T: Walt! Shaghe allegar qd p eisdm t*nsgr in 
Vaiv ipius nup Abbtis apud Brenta divsis tempib) aniciati 
T: aftorati fuer T: de eisdiTi amciament eidm nup Abbti 
satisfeci't ad quod idm nup Abbas ptitando alleg qd fJdci 
Johes Fox T: alii defend non fuer ameiati T; aftorati p eisdm 
t"'nsgr noc p eisdm t"nsgr eidcm nup Abbti satisfecer Sup quo 
postea cjtis die T; loco put continet^ in recordo qd Justic 




Langedon p pdcis t'^nsgr ameiati T: aftorati fuerunt T p eisdm 
t'*"nsgr eidfn nup Abbti satisfecer vel non put ipi ptitando 
allegar Et in hoc qd Justic inquisiver si ipi fuerunt culpables 
de t" nsgr pchcis vel non ubi ipi p ptitm suu pdcm cogfi 



f'nsgr pdeum manifeste est err. I'o cons est qd ob errorem 

pdcm T: alios in recr)rdo T; pcessu pdcis coniptos qd judm 

Jinlin adnull. p'dcui rcvocetur adnullet' ? penit^ p nullo heat^ Et qd pdci 
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Robt? Knvffht Jofces Beare Wilts Fenfford 1 Wal?UK reheant 
dampiia sua pdca si quo occone pdca pfato nup Abbti aut dco 
nunc Abbti satisfeclint Et qd ipi eant inae sine die etc. 
(De Banco Roll, Hilary, 1 Henry IV.) 

127. I have failed not only in verifying Dr. Oliver's 
authorities in the Dart fishery case, but also in ascertaining 
further particulars with reference to the placing of the arms of 
James and Thomas Audelay " in the window of the west end 
of the Conventual Church and in the window of the gable end 
in the Lady Chapel there." Although a careful search has 
been made, the entries have not turned up, and they arc not 
where Dr. Oliver states they are. I much regret this, for I 
believe there is some mistake, inasmuch as Cistercian churches 
had no Lady Chapel, the whole church being dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin [See Monasticon Cisterciense, cap. xviii.] 1 
was in hopes also that the document might have contained 
some further references to the church, which might liave 
enabled us to form some idea of its extent and appearance. 

128. Robert Simons was evidently an abbot who had the 
interest of his house at heart, and did much for its worldly 
prosperity. He must have been abbot for upwards of thirty- 
five years, and was succeeded in his office by u illiam Paderston, 
who was confirmed in September, 1395. He was not abbot 
long, and 1 have not been able to find anything relating to 
the abbey in which he was interested, except the Avon fishery 
case, which was finally decided in his time, and the following 
from the De Banco Roll 3 Henry IV., 1202. 

Wm. abbot of Buckfast, Brother Wm. Beagh, and 
Brother Richard Gorwet, fellow monks of the said abbot, 
and Thomas Baker and Richard Helyere, the abbot's servants, 
were attached to answer to Thomas Knight, Vicar of the 
Church of Brent, of the plea ** quare vi et armis in ipsum 
Robtm apnd Brente insultum fecerunt, etc.," and detained 
him in prison there until he, Robert, paid 20/. for deliverance. 
The abbot denied his culpability, and alleged that Robert 
had <li verted a water-course which ran through his, Robert's, 
lands, &c. All parties put themselves on the countr}-, so the 
sheriff, to make come twelve, &c., from Michaelmas to 
fifteen davs. 

129. My next document is dated 18th May, 1414, when 
tlie learned William Slade had become abbot. He was a 
Devonshire man and educated at Exeter. Proceeding to 
Oxford, he acquired a good reputation, and about 1413 l)e- 
came abbot of Buckfast As far as we know, with the 
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eseeption of the last abbot, he w as the most disthigiiisLed 
man connecteil with the huuse. He was not only a scholar 
ami a theulo^ian, but an artist, and a spiritual guide to those 
over whom he was set, anil to the (tarishioiiers of tlie eharclies 
beJongiiig to the Abbey. He made many important ntlditions 
te the conventual buildings, and I tliitik it may be conchided 
that it is to his exertions that the people of Kingabridge are 
indebted for the Chapel of St. Ednmnd, king and martyr, 
— consecrated by Bii^hop Stafford, 2Bth August, 1414, at 
which time the cemetery adjoining was also blessed — being 
made a parish church. 

ISO. Kingsbridge was in the parish of Cliurchstow. 
Certainly, as early as 1333, 7 Edward III., the manors of 
Churehstow and Kingsbridge belonged to the abbey, but how 
it became possessed of them is not elear. In l:i91, when 
the Sui'vey for the Taxatlo of Pope Nicholas was taken, 
Clmrchstow belonged to the Abbey, and, as nppears from the 
entry paragraph 106, the value is entered at 13s. 4d., the 
tentli being Is. 4d. Churchstow is two miles from Kingsbridge, 
and, as otWn happened, a particular part of the parish, as 
time passed on, became as im]K)rtaiit as, or more important 
than, the neighbourhood around the mother church; and 
we find from a deed witliout date, but probably latfl in 
the twelfth century, that provision was required for the 
spiritual wants of the people of Kingsbridge, The original 
deed is in the posseesion of tlie feoffees of the town lands 
of Kingsbridge, and a translation will be found in Hawkins's 
History of Kingsbridge, p. 122. 

" Sciant prassentes et futuri ijuod ego M. de Litlecumba 
Rector Ecclesitp de Chirchstowe coneesai Abbati et Monachis 
de Bukfest edificare Ecclcsiam in honore beati Edmundi liegis 
et Martiris in Dominio suo in Villa qua dicta Kingesbrig, 
ita quod omnes proventua ilHus Villic ad Ecclesiam pertinentes 
cedant ad Sustentationem unius Capellnni qui in pr^edicta 
Ecclesia Divina celebret imjwrpetuum, et omnes Homines in 
praxlicta Villa manentes audiant divinum Servicium in 
prasdieta Ecclesia Et omnia Ecclesiasliea jura ibidem por- 
cipiant, ita cum quod Saltern semel in Anno insitent Matrem 
Ecclcftiam scilicet Chirchstowe videlicet in Assumptions 
BeatEe Alarije Virginia ut infra octavum oblationibus quibus 
uif'ra limites Paroclure pnedicta villa consistet. Verum 
propterea Ecclesia de Chi relist owe de loco illo so i licet 
Kingesbrig nunquam aliquid percipere conauento et ideo 
libere Istud concede quam omdino est sine prejudicio Matris 
Ecclesiie et Maximum opus Misericordiie est Divinum in- 
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choare sorvitium quod per omnibus Christ! fidelibus unus ct 
Defunetus Annuento Cristo in loco illo celebrabiter in per- 
petuam. Ut aut ha?c concessio mea finna pcrnianeat huic 
prajsenti Scripto in Tostimonuni et Confirmaiionem Sigillum 
nieum appono. 

131. This deed was the consent of the rector of the mother 
church to the erection of a new church, but apparently the 
new building was not consecrated for some time after, for the 
consecration deed of Bishop Statibrd speaks of the chapel 
which then and from time immemorial (the scribe did not 
trouble himself to make very careful inquiry, or he would 
have found that his " time immemorial " would have dwindled 
down to very few years) was erected, and magnificently built 
by sufficient and lawful authority, that the parish and j)arish- 
ioners were distinct from Churchstow, and that the rector was 
obliged to perform all divine services at the chapel for the 
people of Kingsbridge, except burial of tlie dead, which was 
accustomed to be done at Churchstow. 

132. Tlie cha[>el received assistance towards maintaining 
itft independent character. John Cob, Vicar of Hennock, 
gave to the chapel of St. Edmund at Kingsbridge, and to the 
overseers of the chapel, a tenement and garden near the 
cemetery of the cliaj)el. The deed conveying this is dated 
23rd April, 1410, more than four years before the consecra- 
tion, so that the cemetery although provided was not used. 

Noverint universi per presentes me Johannem Cob Vica- 
rium Ecclesiae de Heanok remisisso relaxasse et omnino pro 
me et haeredibus meis imperjHjtuum quiesce clamasse Deo et 
Capellse Sancte Edmundi Regis et Martiris <le Kyngesbrigge 
et Hugoni Pocok et Roberto Fayrefot Custodibus instauri 
dict^ Capellje et successoribus suis Custodibus dictac Capella 
et instauri ejusdem 'totum jus et clameum cjua3 habeo in uno 
tenemento et gardino eidem tenementum adjacente situatis 
inter Cimiterium dictae Capcllaj ex parte australe et tene- 
mentum Thome Duer et Jonanne uxoris suaj Filiaj Johannis 
Granute ex parte boreali Et ego vero pra>dictus Johannes et 
here<les mei totum pra^dictum tenementum et totum praB- 
dictum gardinum cum pertinentiis pra^fatis custodibus et 
successoribus suis contra omnes gentes warrantizabimus 
imperj>otuum. 

In cujus rei testimonium pra»sentibus sigillum meum ap- 
posui. Hiis testibus : 
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Thoma Duer tunc pncpoaito Villa; lit'tedictas. 
J oh anno Jaycok. 
Eogerus Degher. 
J oh ail no Vele. 
Willielmo Qomiond. 
Johanne Torryne- 
Johanne Badeville et multis aliis. 
Datis apud Kjngcsbrj-sge Vieessimo tertio die Aprilis 
Anuo Regni regis HenrJci Qu&rti post Conquestum undecimo. 

133. A copy of tlie sentence of consecration is, like the 
others to winch I have referred, in the custody of the 
feoffees of the Kingsbridge Town lands, and a translation 
will be found in Hawkins s History of Kingsbridge, p. 123. 
Attached are six seals, those of the Bishop, the Archdeacon, 

1)robably, and the Abbot of Buckfast. In the fourth a double 
:ey is to be made out, which shows that it is the seal of the 
Prior or Priory of Plympton, tlie fifth seal is altogether gone, 
and tlie sixtli is the seal of the Kingsbridge Feoffees. Entries 
relating to the consecration will also be found in Bishop 
Stafford's Registers, 

134. It is clear therefore that, for the convenience of tlie 
inhabitants of Kingsbridge, the rector of Churchstow, with 
the consent of the abbot and convent, promoted the erection 
of what we should now call a chapel of ease, which very soon 
became or was considered, if not a parish, a district with 
ceiiain parocliial rights. The dead of Kingsbridge had still 
to he brought, as stated in the petition, from llie diapel, on the 
low ground near the sea, to tlie church, founded on the summit 
of a high mounl«in, proceeding through a troublesome and 
tedious ascent of the said moiuitain. The rector of Church- 
stow had to provide for all the duty, and now Abbot Slade 
thought that the time had arrived when the new building 
shouTd be consecrated. Kingsbridge was now becoming more 
important and required development, which the abbots of 
Buckfast as lords of the manor did their best to encourage. 

135. WiUiam Slade did not devote the whole of his time 
to the temporal affairs of his Abbey. He was a student and 
author, and Leland has left us a list of his books which re- 
mained in the library of the Abbey, which I here give. It 
contains also the titles of other manuscripts belonging to the 
Abbey. In the middle of this list is the observation as to the 
origin of the house to which I have before referred ; — 

" Ccenohium de Bukfast olim incepit per fratrei quoa appel- 
labant Gryueoa, deinde admuit Bemardinoi.*' 
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Catalogue of Manuscripts in the Library of Buckfast 

Abbey. 

Trivet super tragsedias Senec». 

Triveti historia ab initio mundi usque ad nativitatem Christi 
ad Hugonum de Engoiisma, atchidiacouum Cantuar. 

Lectura Blencot super quartum Sententiarum. 

Kilwardeby de eonseientia et synderesi. 

Quaestiones Johannis Sutton. 

Quodlibeta Johannis Sutton. 

Qusestiones Gaynesburg. 

Qusestiones Gilberti Segrave. 

Quolibeta ejusdem. 

Universalia magistri Sharpe super libros Phisicorum. 

QuaBstiones Gulielmi Slade abbatis de Bukfest de anima. 

Qua^stiones ejusdem super 4®^ libros Sententiarum Vixit 
tempore Rieardi 2\ 

Beda de nominibus regnorum. 

Flores Moralium Gulielmi Slade. 

Johannes abbas de Forda de contemporibus Mundi. 

Stephanus Cantuar de benedietionibus et maledietionibus 
dittis in monte Ebal. 

Grostest super decem praecepta. 

Antiquarii Collectanea, Johannis Lelandi. 

Ed. 1770. Vol. iii. (iv.), p. 152. 

136. If there was nothing else to show the great mistake 
made in dealing with the monasteries as they were dealt with 
at the Dissolution, the atrocious way in which the priceless 
libraries were dispersed and destroyed would be quite suffi- 
cient to convince the most sceptical. Even the fanatical Pro- 
testant Bale called the destruction wanton and shameful, and 
prophesied that it would be to England a most horrible infamy, 
*' among the grave senyours of other nacyons." 

137. From the Issue Roll it appears that the Dean and 
Chapter of Exeter, with the Abbot of Buckfast and others, 
lent moneys to the King, taking care to have security for the 
repayment. 

1 8 May. To John Copelston, junior, and divers other persons 
coming from the county of Devon to London, with a certain 
sum of j6573 Bs. 8d. borrowed from the Dean and Chapter of 
the Cathedral Church of Exeter ; the Mayor of the town of 
Exeter ; the Abbot of Tavystock ; the Trior of Lanceton ; 

2o 
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the Abbot of Bukfast ; Robert Gaiy, Prior of Plymton ; 
Alexander Chamberiiouii, Mayor of the town of Plymouth ; 
John Bonel and John Copelston. In money paid to the afore- 
said John Coj)elst()n, junior, and his companions, for the safe 
conduct of certain of the King's jewels, valued at £800, 
deliven^d to the aforesaid jiorsons as security for the said 
sums borrowed of tliem under conditions contained in certain 
indentures made between our lord the King and the said 
John .and his companions, &e. By writ, &c. — JBIO. 

Issue Boll, Easter, 3 Hen. V. 1414. 

137. Tlio assent to the consecration of the church at Kings- 
bridge nmst have been one of the latest acts of Slade's life, 
for in 1415, Sept 8th, about twelve months afterwards, Wil- 
liam Beaghe or Beagle was confirmed abbot. In the glories 
of Agincourt in the following month the Abbey participated, 
for AVillium Beaghe contributed one hundred marks towards 
the expenses of the expedition. 

138. It would seem from the De Banco Roll, 3 Henry IV. 
before quoted, par. 128, that William had been a monk of 
the house before his election in the time of Abbot Paverston. 

131). The first of the three following extracts relates to a de- 
faulting (Collector of some of the revenues ; the second to a 
debt due ; and the third to a trespass committed upon some 
property of the Abbey at Totnes. 

Devon. Abbas de Buokfast in ppria persona sua op' se iiij*® die 

versus Johem Torryng do Lostwythyell in com Cornuti 
mchant de ptito qd roddat ei ronabilem compotu suu de 
tempore (juo fuit receptor denar ipius Abbis etc. Et ipe no 
ven Et ])roc fuit vie cjd sum eu etc. Et vie modo mand 
qd nicln'l liet etc. To capiat'" qd sit hie a die see Trinitatis 
in XV (lies etc. — (De Banco Roll, Easter, 8 Henry V. m. 251.) 

Devon. Wills Ablms de Buckfastre per Attorn suii op' se iiij^® die 

vsus Jotiem Johan de Dodbroke in com pdico Milward de 
plito qd reddat ei sexagintal vndecim solidosT; octo denar ios 

m. 159(1. quos ei debet 1 iniuste detiuet etc. Et ipe non ven Et prec 
fuit vie qd sum eu etc. Et vie modo mand qd nicliil tiet etc. 
To eapiat*^'. Ita qd sit hie a die Pasche in tres septimanas 
etc.*— (De Banco Boll, Hilary, 8 Henry V. m. 159 d.) 

Devon'. Witts Abbas de Bukfast p attorii suu op' se iiij^® die versus 

Patrieu Mark de Tottofi in com pdco Crokker de ptito quare 



m. 2o:j. Patrieu Mark de Tottofi in com pdco Crokker de ptito quare 

♦ Tho same debt appears in the KoU Easter, 9 Henry V. [m. 
♦.hen order made to " have him here " from Trinity to tiftcen day 
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cu idem abbas in feodo suo apud Totofi p consuetudinib} T, 
svioijs sibi debitis quedam catalla p liobtum Marchant 
svientem suu capi fccisset idem Bobtus catalla ilia noie 
districcois scdm legem T: consuetudinem rcgiii Regis Angt 
ibm detiiiere voluisset pdeus Patricius catalla ilia eidem 
Robto vi T: armis abstulit et alia enormia etc. ad g*ve 
dampnu etc. T: cont"^ pacem Regis etc. Et ipe non veil 
Et sicut prius j)rec fiiit vie qd capet eu et<;. Et vie modo 
mand qd non est inventus etc. I'o sicut plur capiat"^. Ita 
od sit hie a die Pasclie in tres septimanus etc.— (De Banco 
Roll, Hilary, 8 Henry V. m. 203). 

140. During this abbot's rule the house had trouble, and six 
years after his elevation things had become so bad that it was 
found necessary to refer them to William, Abbot of Hayles, 
and Brother Michael of Moreton. I have to thank Mr. 
Edward Bishop for furnishing me with a transcript of a 
notarial instrument published in the chapter-house at Buck- 
fast 26 January, 1421. It is a most interesting document, 
j>erhap8 more so than any I have been able to include in this 
j)aper. 

141. The name of the notary is not given. In it the name 
of the abbot is spelt Beagle. Oliver gives his name as Beaghe, 
and in the extracts from the De Banco Rolls it is also so spelt. 
I give a free outline of the contents. 

After a preamble with the date of the year, the reign of 
the Pope, and so on, the document goes on to say that the 
abbot. Abbot William of Hayles, Brother Michael of Lang 
Benynton, w^hich was originally an English cell of Savigny, 
Thomas Roger, Prior of Buck fast, with the whole assembly of 
the monastery being present in the chapter-house, the 
abbot of Hayles handed to the notary a paper, jmiying that 
he would read the contents aloud, which he did to the follow- 
ing effect 

A subject of discord having arisen between that honourable 
man the abbot and the convent, with regard to the govern- 
ment of the brethren within and without, which, by the wis- 
dom, labour, and zeal of the Abbot of Hayles and Brother 
Michael, was settled thus, that the abbot nn'ght entertain 
according to the ancient and worthy and wonted usage of the 
Abbey, might receive his guests and strangers, and that the 
servants of the monastery might wait upon them according to 
his instructions. Tliat the abbot, being advanced to a con- 
siderable age and frequently crippled with bf)dily disease, was 
often broken down with infirmity, so that things which. 
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a<>cnrdiiig to the statutes of the order, shnuld be fulfilled in 
person, lie whs unable to fulfil, and the monastery had suffered, 
and it was feared would sufFer more in future, it was decreed 
that tile nbhot should not interfere in any way except when 
required to do so by the prior and brethren, and tlieu that he 
should agree to their wishes. That the abbot should not 
obtain any prinlegea or exemptions from Borne, as such 
might tend t« the curtailment of the statutes and privileges 
of the order. That tlie abbot should receive either 10/. or 
40/, [which is uncertain, probably the latter,] per annum, 
paid quarterly, for hia clothes and necessaries. That whqn 
the abbot was summoned or in\-itt'tl to take part in any cere- 
mony, such as the installation of the Bishop of Exeter, the 
burial of nobles and otiiera for the advantage of the monastery, 
or the honour of the abbot himself, as he was often wont to 
do, and as his predecessora were wont to do, the abbot's 
expenses were to be borne by the house; and if at any time 
he should wish to ride or walk about outside the monastery 
for his own recreation, he might go with a proper retinue, bat 
Ht hiB own expense. That if any gifts were presented to the 
abbot he was to have them and rejoice therein, and reward the 
bearem ; but, if he allowed tlie gH\s to go to the common use 
of the monastery, the bearers were to be rewarded from the 
common chest. 

And the notary says that all these things were done as 
above written, and that, beside those mentioned at the eoni- 
meucement, there were also present those discreet men John 
Camell, bachelor of law, and Henry Forteseue, clerk of the 
said diocese, these having been specially caUed and sum- 
moned ; and piously concludes, And flms peace, faith, hope, 
and charity here met together, which tho undivided blessed 
Trinity abandons in discord, hut cherishes in concord. Amen. 

There are many errors in the spelling, grammai', &c., but 
the sense is apparent, tlie mistakes are easily corrected, 
and I print the document as it stauds. 

In Dei Nomine. Amen, 

Per presena publicum instrumentum cunctis j 26Jan- 
apjiereat (fie) evidenter quod Anno ab Incarna- ' 
cione Dhi secundum cursum et computacioneiu ecclesJe 
Anglicane millcsimo eccc"" vicesimo primo, Indicciones quinta 
decima, Pontificatus sanctissimi in Christo Patris et Domini 
tinstri Domini Martini Uiviua Provideiicia Pape quinti Auno 
quinto mcnsis Januarii die xx™ vj" in domo capitulari 
Alonasterit de Buckfast Ordiuis Cistereiensis, Exoniensis 
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Dioeesia, in mei Notarii Publici et Testium subscriptorum 
nreaciicia liDiiorabillbiiB et religiosis virU Domiiis Willielino 
Beadle Abbate iit asHorit Muuasterii de Buckefast predJoti 
et WUIielmo Abbate Monasterii beate Marie de Hayles 
Wigomiensis [Diocesis], Fratre Michaele de Moretonoo 
Magistro de LanpbinyngUm Lincoiiiieiisis DiocesU ut asser- 
itnr, ac Fratre Thoma Roger Prioro dlcti itiunasterii de 
Biicki'ast predict! («tc,) [cum] toto Conventio ejusdem Monas- 
t«rii de Buekt'ast uersonaliter conBtitutis ; 

DictuH HonorabiliB et religiosus Vir Dumnua Willielmus 
Abbas Monasterii de Hayles assertus (?) niilii uotario in- 
frascripio Cedulam in papiro f>criptiim Iradi fecit, siipplicans 
quod eandem cedoluin legerem in ajjerto; quatn post ejus 
iuspeccioQem legi; cujas cedule tenor talis est: — 

Nuper fixorta materia perturb acionls et diHCordie inter 
honornbilem et religioaum viniin Domnum Abbatcm Monas- 
terii do Buckfast UrdiuU CistercienBis Bxoniensis Diocesis et 
Buum Conveutum ibidem de et super regimine et gubemacioue 
Spiritualium et Teniporalium dicti Monasterii infra et extra, 
ceterisque cauais, punctis et articalis aliis, que ouinia et sin- 
guJfl in present! longum esset en arrare ; Ueo tameu annuente 
qui est pacis Auctor, diserecione, labore, et industria reverend! 
in Cbi'isto Patris et Domini Doinni Willielm! Dei gracia 
Abbatis Monaster!! beate Maria do Haylez Wygomionsis 
DiocesiH, et religiosi viri fratria Myeliaelis de Moretones 
Magistro de Laugbinyugton Lincolnienais DioceBis, Ordinis 
antedicti, ad visitandum Monasterium de Buckfast in caplte 
et in merabr!s legitime deputatonini, d!cta materia Bedata est 
et quievit per visitatores predictos in huue raodura : — 

In primis quod dJctus lionorabilis et religiosus vir Domnna 
Williehnus Abbas antedictus secundum antiquum, honestum 
et solitum usum dioti Monasterii do Bucktast bnspites et 
advenas huus cum ad idem monasterium dedinaverint juxta 
eoram statum bene recipiat, hillaremque rultum e!s ostendat, 
Buis eciam et dicti Monaster!! fanmlis quibuscumque in licit!s 
et honestisjubeat, prec-ipiat et commonest quod eisdem inten- 
dant !n aula, mensa et camera prout aui status honestas debits 
exigit et requirit. 

It«m i[uia dictua Doninus Willielmus abbas prelibatus jam 
in matura etate constltutus corporisque invalitudine multi- 
pliciter detcntus divcrsis inSrmitatibus sopius occupatus [est] 
et confractuB, quod omnia que in sun persona errent juxta 
8ui Ordinis statuta adimplenda personalitcr nequeat propter 
premissa providere nee adimplere, adeu quod dietum monas- 
terium dampnum patitur in present! et plus timendum ei in 
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futuro ; quaro consideratiim est et decretum quod dictiis 
Domnus Willielinus Abbas prelibatus iiullo mode se intro- 
mittat in ^ubernacioiie et regiinine spiritualium aut tempo- 
ralimn (juoriiincunique nisi cum fiierit per Priorem et Con- 
ventuni suuni dobite ad hoe requisitus, et tunc eorum 
voluntati adquiescat in hiis que tangant dicti monastcrii 
utilitatom et sui status et ordinis exigenciam omnimodo. 

Item concordat um et decretum est quod dictus honorabiiis 
vir et Doiniuis Willielmus Abbas })relibatus non acquirat per 
so aut suos aliqua privilegia exempciones et similia a Curia 
Komana quo possunt vergi in derogacionem dicti Ordinis 
Cisterciensis et statutorum cjusdem ; &, si qua hujiLsmodi 
privilegia habeat, aut liaberc eum do cetero contingat, quod 
eisdein non utatiir quovis modo. 

Item consideratis considerandis concordatum et decretum 
est per visitatorcs predictos commune consensu pariter et 
assensu dictorum Al)batis et Conventus Monasterii de Buck- 
fast j)redicti quod dictus Willielmus Abbas . . . dum Abbas 
fuerit pcrcipiet annuatim ad quatuor anni terminos per 
equales porciones a dictis Priore et Conventu pro vestura et 
aliis necossariis dicti Abbatis x libr. 

Item concordatum et decretum est, si contingat dictum 
Domnum Willielmum Abbatem extra Monastcrium invitari 
aut vocari pro dicti Monasterii utilitate, ipsiusve Abbatis 
honestate, videlicet ad installacionem Episcopi Exoniensis 
loci Diocosani, sepultura et obitio Magnatuum et Prelatorum 
ac aliorum generosorum, amicorum et vicinorum, prout sepe 
solebat et predocessores sui Abbates solebant, liec omnia 
semper fient expensis dicti Monasterii cum contingant. 

Item si aliquando dictus domnus Abbas extra dictum 
Monastcrium pro sui ij)sius disporto et voluntate equitare 
aut s])aciarc voluerit, tunc decentc iamilia, sed expensis 
prop ri is, ista fiont. 

Item concordatum est et decretum quod si qua munera, 
donaria, bonaquc alia quecumque dicto Domno Abbati 
oftcrantur ct donentur, eadem habeat et inde gaudeat, dum 
tamon contemplacione persone cjusdem hoc fiet ; tunc ex 
propriis remunerot deportantes j^rout placet. Ej; si eadem in 
communem usum et dicti Monasterii utilitate convertat, de 
com muni thesauro remunerontur. 

Et dum noc omnia prenn'ssa fideliter observanda hinc et inde 
tarn dicti Abbas quam frater Thomas Roger Prior dicti Monas- 
terii tactis Dei Evangel iis per eosdeni cori)oraliter prestiterimt. 

Acta sunt hec omnia prout suprascribuntur et recitantur 
sub anno Domini, Indiccione, Pontificatu, die, mense, et loco 
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predictis ; presentibus tunc ibidem discretis viris Jolianne 
Carnoll in Legibus Bacallario, et Henrico Fortescu Clerico 
dicte Exoniensis Diocesis, testibus ad premissa vocatis ^peci- 
aliter et rogatis. 

Et sic pax, fidis, spes, et charitas hie in unum obviarunt, 
quas inter diseordes concedat, inter Concordes ibveat, Trinitas 
indivisa. Amen. (MS. Reg. 12, E. xiv., Ibl. 62-64 recte.) 

142. Tlie aged and infirm abbot enjoyed his home and 
pension for several years. Let us hope he often walked 
abroad with his becoming retinue '* pro sui ipsius disporto 
spatiari." His successor, Thomas Bogger, was not blessed 
until the 13th April, 1432, more than eleven years afticr the 
settlement of the discords detailed by the notary. 

143. Of Thomas Rogger and the succeding abbots we 
know little more than their names. Rogger was succeeded 
by John Ffychet, 16th October, 1440. He was concerned in 
legal proceedings with reference to the Enie river, as 
appears from the following extracts in Norman French from 
the year-book 1441 : — 

En Ti'Bs Le pi' counta vs I'Abbe de Bulkfast de san Tre»p«s. 
gort debrus' en Ermingt. IT Yelverton. Est un douce eau 
courran? en i dit Ermingt tanq} al' haut mer, qui est appell' 
Erine, ou le dit Abbe ^ touts ses pdec T:c. out un ouvture de 
vj pieds de largeur en chaqu gort en le dit Erine, % illec taq3 
a haut mer de temps, 1c. ou le cours d cc eau plus pfondemt 
court 1 disous q le dit gort dont il ad luy complain est [B] 
en la dit Ermingt, 1 q c fuit estoppe, 1 nous ceo debrusames 
accord a nre ouverture avadit. Jug si ace. IT Markham. A 
ceo disons nous, q le Snr de Hun? long temps devaut le 
trespas fuit seisi de m le gort en son demain come de fee, T: 
nous lessa pur ?me de x ans, le ?me commenc, Ic. Quel 
rme dure unc, ^ vous debrusastes m le gort hors de cest lieu 
dont vous ave} pie par ij pches pcheiii at rre, sur q nous avos 
conceu nostr ace. Jug. Et prios q vous soic) attaints. 
IT Yelverton. Log temps devat cest leas le Snr de Hun? a 
no^ lessa m le gort pur rme de fir vie, p fore de ql nous 
fumes seisis 1 debrusames come bn a nous list. IF Mark- 
ham. De vre tort demon sans tiet cause. IT Newton. Ceo 
n'est pie : car si jeo port bre de Trns vs vous % vous dies que 
le lieu ou, 1c. fuit vre franct (Jug ^c.^ n'e rns pur nioy, adire, 
De vre tort demon sans tiel cause. Ergo nee hie. Et puis. 
1 Markham. Way va la ple, "X tra9§ le leas a rme de vie. — 
(Year-Book De Termino Trinitatis, Anno xx. Henrv VI.) 

p 
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144. It was also about this time perhaps that Richnrd 
Dove, monk and scholar of Buekfast, drew up the statutes of 
the house, with the oaths to be taken by the novices, monks, 
scholars, and others. They are very interesting, and I am glad 
to be able to present them in the appendix to this paper. 

145. The following, perha])s about the same date, relates 
to land in Brent : — 

Hee convencio facta inter Trem Minorensem Abbm Buck- 
. Y . fastre &c. ex una pte et Ricum de Cotelaford ex alra viz. 
Breiit. pdict abbas &c. dedere &c. unu ferling t?re in la Ya in 
man^io do Brenta qd Rofetus de la Ya quond tenuit &c. 
Habend do dicto Kico Cotelaford et Hered &c. In cujus rei 
test sigilla sua alternatim apposuer, Hijs Tes?. Jotie de 
Boyvile. Witto de Kilbury, Stcpho Stoyll, tunc Scenescho 
Sdictom Keligiosoru Benedicto le Bon Witto de Harbenford, 
Witto de la Ford [sans date*] p. 540. — (Brit. Mus. Add. 
MSS. 28,641), p. 413.) [Prince's exceri)ts from Pole's MS.] 

From the Assize Roll, temp. Henry VI., we learn that 
Godo claimed as his freehold a tenement in Buckfastlei^h, 
of whieli the abbot of Buckfast and William Budde and liis 
wife, and another Budde and his wife, had dis-seized him. 
The verdict was against the abbot* 

14(). John Matthu was confirmed 3 Oct. 1449, and he it 
was probably who obtained from the King, — Edward IV., 
surely not Henry VI., as stated in Fox's Kingsbridge, — a grant 
of a weekly market, and a fair for three days in the year at 
Kingsbridge, and a fair for the same number of days once a 
year at Buckfastloigh. The Kingsbridge market and fair still 
continue to be held. A copy of tlie grant is given in the 
book just mentioned. t 

147. It has been said that John Bothe, afterwards Bishop 
of Exeter, was Abbot of Buckfast; but, on examining the 
events of his life before his consecration as bishop, it would 
seem that tliis could not have been. 

148. John Kinge is found as abbot 25 Feb. 1483, and 
John Rede 24 Nov. 1498. 

149. In the interesting little book entitled " The Parish of 
Ashburton in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries," being 
extracts from the churchwardens' accounts from 1479 to 1580, 
in the year 1499-1500 a receipt of 45. is credited from a gift 
of the Lord Abbot of Buckfast, Saint Clere Pomeroy, Galfrid 

♦So in MS. 

t Kingsbridge and its Snrronndings, by S. P. Fox, pp. 34 — 248. 
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Harepath, and others. I thought at first that this was an 
unmentioned abbot of Buckfast, but on consideration I do 
not think the entry bears this out. If in the original entir 
there is a comma after " the Lord Abbot of Buckfast," it 
would I think show that tlie abbot and Saint Clere Pomeroy 
were different persons. Prince says tliat Edward Pomeroy 
and Margaret lieavil his wife had issue Henry, Seinclere, and 
John* Sir William Pole says that Edward Pomeroy died 
24 Henrv VI. 1445.t Both Prince and Pole trace the descent 
of the elder son Henry, and do not refer to the second and 
third; but in the Heralds' Visitation of 1620 we find in the 
j)edigree of Ford J that St Cleero Pomeroy was the son ot 
John Pomeroy, and that he married, and had issue, in which 
case he could not have been the abbot of Buckfast. I believe 
this to be the same person as that mentioned in tlie Ashburton 
accounts. Beyond this there is no reference elsewhere, so 
far, to a Pomeroy being abbot of Buckfast ; but, if it should 
prove to be the case, it will be very interesting to find that a 
descendant of its early benefactors was connected with the 
Abbey in its latter days.|| 

150. In the accounts just referred to is another entry, 
under date 1512, ij^. for ringing the knell of the late abbot 
of Buckfast. This must have been for either Saint Clere 
Pomeroy (if he was the abbot) or John Rede, for on Palm 
Sunday, 20 April, 1512, Alfred Gille succeeded the deceased 
abbot. Gille, after ruling the house for thirteen years, was 
succeeded by John Rede, whom Dr. Oliver thought might 
have been a nephew of Abbot John Rede before mentioned. 
He had a care for the welfare of Kingsbridge and Church- 
stow, and readjusted the revenues of the churches. He was 
confirmed abbot 13th April, 1525, and lived about twelve 
years after. He may be considered the last abbot, for his 
successor was foisted upon the monks, and was simply put in 
to carry out the designs of the King. 

151. Gabriel Donne or Downe was a student in Trinity 
Hall, Cambridge, and afterwards a monk of Stratford, a 
Cistercian house at West Ham, Middlesex. A suit, followed 
by an appeal to Rome, between the abbot and convent and 
the vicar William Shragger arose, and on tlie 7th Feb. 1517, 
a " composition real " between the abbot and the vicar was 
execute<l, and " the provident and religious man Gabriel 

• Prince's Worthies, p. 645, ed. 1812. 
t Pole's Collections, p. 20 J Har. Soc. 1872, p. 108. 

Q I have since examined the original entry, and I do not think that it is 
any evidence as to Saint Clere Pomeroy having been an ablx^t of Buckfast. 

p2 
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Donne, mouk of the Blosaed Mary of Stratford, of the Order 
of CiHtercians " was procter for the brethren. 

152. His abilities aiid kaoI soon brought him into more 
public notice, and he was emplovetl by Cranmer, More, and 
others to assist in the apprehension of Tyadaie at Antwerp. 
He accompanied Honiy Phillips, "a tail, comely, good-looking 
young man " travelling as a gentloroaii, as his coujisellor, dis- 
guised as a serv^it. There can be little doubt tlmt he 
was the author of the plan which resulted in the capture, 
imprisonment, and death of Tyudalc. Dontie resided for six 
montliB after TjTidafe's arrest with Pliillijis or Buckenhani at 
Louvain, assisting in preparing the case against Tyndale. 
He returned to England in June, 1535, and was shortly after 
thrust into the abbey of Buckfast, doubtless as a reward 
for his services to the King, the Archbishop, Bishops, and 
Cromwell. In June, 1536, he attended the meeting of 
Convocation at St I'aul's, and he sign^ the articles then 
promulgated, as " Gajjbiel, Abbas de Buckfaetria," 

153. Within two years of his election he alienated much 
of the monastic propeity, and an the 25th Febi-uar^*, 1538, he 
betrayed his trust, and suirsndered the house with its be- 
longings into the hands of the King, and fifteen months 
after was rewarded with a large jwuBion ; tlio Prior of 
Plympton alone, among nil the heads of religious houses in 
this county, receiving so much. This pension of £120, equal 
to £1,800 of om- money, was enjoyed by him until his death 
in 1558. On the 16tli March, 1541, he was made Prebendary 
of St. Paul's, and three years later Cromwell gave him the 
rectory of Stepney "sine cnra," Upon Bonner's depriva- 
tion in Sept. 1549, Cranmer, according to Strype,* •' consti- 
tuted Gabriel Donne residentiary of St. Paul's, to be his 
ofHcial and keeper of the spirituality, and to esercise all 
manner of episcopal jiu-isdiction in the said city and 



154. Donne died 5tJi December, 1558. By hia will, after 
directing payment of his debts and certain legacies, he be- 
queathed the residue of his estate to Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 
With this residue a scholarship was founded, which continues 
to bo enjoyed to the present day by the student called " Mr. 
Gabriel Donne's scholar." In the chapel of Trinity Hall, 
among the shields in the roof, are still to be seen the arms of 
the ex-abbot: "Azure, a wolf rampant, a chief argenV^ 

* Memorials of Cranmer, toI. i, p. 271, cd. 1812. 
1 1 un iudebCed fur manj of the tacts here f(i 
to the dtotch giren by Cbrutopbtir Audenon ii 
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155. He was honourably buried before the high altar in 
Old St. Paul's, four days after his death, and the inscription 
on his tomb has been fortunately preserv^ed by Dugdale.* 

Mole sub hoc Gabrael Donnus detruditur, hujus 

Qui praeses Templi, Presbyter atque fuit. 
Moilua terrene clauduntur membra sepulchri 

Vivens coelieolo spiritus orbe manet, 
Ossibus uma locum dat, pulvere terra recumbit, 

Sydera sunt anima) coelica tecta sua3. 
Dlius (adde I)eus) menti tua gaudia clemens 

Corpus in Elizii pace quiescat. Amen. 

156. Donne was doubtless a time-server, and trimmed his 
sails according to the varying breezes of tlie time. His. share 
in the persecution of Tyndale cannot be excused, but he 
sinned with Sir Thomas More, Archbishop Cranmer, and 
others no less distinguished. The great blot in his memory 
must ever be his consenting to be forced upon the monks of 
Buckfast as their abbot, taknig the solemn oaths he was com- 
pelled to by the rules of his order, well knowing that he was 
sent to the monastery for a purpose, and that in a short time 
he would be called upon to fulfil the undertaking he had 
doubtless given, betray the solemn trust committed to him, 
become a perjured man, and an accomplice in an act of 
sacrilege and robbery. 

157. At the time of the surrender, the following brethren 
were in the house : — 

The Abbot, Gabriel Donne. 
The Prior, Arnold Gye. 
John Cowle. 
John Watts. 
Richard Taylor. 
William Shapcott. 
Matthew Pryston. 
Kichard Splat 
Thomas Gylle. 
William Avery. 
John Doyge. 

158. With the exception of the Prior, Arnold Gye, all these 
received pensions from £6 13s. 4d. paid to John Doyge, 
down to Thomas Gylle who had but £5. Why was the 



Bible. The sathor is strong in his denanciation of the ex-abt>ot, bat all 
alleged against him is the part taken against Tyndale. 
* History of St. Paars, ed. 1658, p. 61. 
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prior left out ? Was lie less compliant than the others, or 
had he ])asse(l away before the pension list was completed and 
so sj wired the sight of the spoliation of his house. 

15l>. For spoliation soon came. The Abbey, the church, 
and the monastic buildings, witli their sites and precincts, and 
the cemetery, grange, and farm buildings, were granted by 
the King to that avaricious knight, Sir Thomas Dennis, who 
not only succeeded in deceiving the monks, pretenduig to 
be their friend, and obtaining offices of trust, and of course 
em(»lument, from them, but who also by his subserviency and 
cringing made himself to be well thought of at Court He 
was apj)ointed stewanl for the management of the lands of 
sc^veral religious houses, and the reversion of the same office 
was granted his son. He also pretended to give valuable 
advice to the monks in the critical position in which they 
were placed, in return for which he succeeded in obtaining 
annuities from many of the abbeys and priories, and so well 
did he play his game that he succeeded after their dis- 
solution in obtaining confirmation of such annuities from the 
Augmentation Court. Dr. OHver well says, " if the mammon 
of iniiiuity could confer haj)piness, tliis very rich man must 
have been suj)remely haj)py." 

li)0. I have found a curicms letter written by him which 
seems to imply that he had been charged with appropriating 
lead from the abbey buildings. It is endorsed " Sir Thomas 
Dennycs as touchinge vj. fodores of lead of the late Pory of 
IJuckcfast." To show that the lead was worth taking a little 
trouble about, I may mention that a fodder weighed upwards 
of two thoiLsand jK)unds. 

Ryglit vvursln'pfull aft my hartye comend doo pseve by M' 

Totyll ve be mv verve good maist^ accordyng to trouthe for 

y!!^l^^^,P vj. fodder of Iced supposed by Grove M' Arundell ?vaunt that 

i.'.id of tlie late I sliuldc have the custodi of. Whcrfor trouthe I never sawe 

p'orynf ,i() .suclie leed nor psell therof and yf I had I am sure the 

"' ^ "^'' ' mater is not so Ivirlit but ho wolde have had for his dis- 

cliardgc a by 11 of my hand of the recept or some other 

suftievent wvtnesh to testvfvc the same. I never was at 

Biicktast but one tyme synnes I dyd purchasse yt therfore yf 

yt inaye j)leasc yo'* niaistersliip & the rest of my maysters in 

comvssion w^'* vou to derect a comyssion in to the countreye 

to enquyre for the trouthe herof yf then shall appere that I or 

any one of my Servauntf to my Knoledgeor consent ever had 

any parte of the seiil leed I wyll promes you by this mv 

wry tting to geve you for everye fodder of leed a c ^ & in this 
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wyes I trust you shall come to the knoledge of the trouthe & 
knowe hyni to be as he is & I a trewe man good M' Barnes 
for youre Jentylnes in this behalfo shoued 1 shall thynk no 
lesse but my selflF alwayes bounden to gratefye you or any 
Frynd of yours duryng my lyef iv'^ such plcsures as shall lye 
in my huyll powre as knowethe the hollye Trynite to whome 
I comyt you. 

Yours assured 

Thom's Denys. 

To the right Worshipfutt master Willyam Bar&s Esquyer 
geve this. 

(Land Revenue Records, Bund. 1392, File 31, No. 1.) 

161. The lead from the roof is also mentione^l, with the 
five bells in the tower of the church, in an inventory dated 
29th November, 1555, headed ^* A brieff Declaraton of all 
the Bell belonginge to late suppressed & dissolved Monasteries 
and Pryores in the foresaide counties made by Mathiewe 
Colthurst esquier late Auditor & Robt. Grove some tyme 
s'vant to S' Thomas Arundell Knight, late Receyvo' there, 
at the comaundyment of Willm Barnes, Thomas Myldemay & 
John Wiseman Esquiers by their letters unto us dire<ited." 

V. Buckfaste xxxiiij^*. v». 
A BrieflF Declaraffin of all the leadd belonginge to the 
late Monasteries and P*ories [as before]. 

Buckfast vj foders ccc lib. 

remayneng w*** the farm s of the said 
houses as it apereth by report of Edmonde 
Wynter Esquyer. 
(Land Revenue Records, Bund. 1392, File 33, N. 1.) 

162. Li 1553, besides the abbot, there were six monks still 
alive and in receipt of pensions, viz., Matthew Preston, John 
Watts, Richard Taylor, William Avery, and Richard Splate, 
51. 68. Sd. each, and Thomas Sylle, 5L* 

163. There is Uttle interest in tracing the subsequent 
history of the Abbey lands. From Sir Thomas Dennis, with 
the manor of Buckfast, they descended to his son. Sir Robert, 
whose daughter Margaret is said to have married Sir Anhur 
Mainwaring.f In 1629, according to Chappie, quoted by 
Dugdale and Lysons, they were in the possession of Sir 
Richard Baker, the historian. The property passing to the 

• Brown Willis, Hiat. Abbeys, vol. ii. p. 60. 
t See Pole's Ck>llectioiis. 
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family of D'OIeys, it was by them dtamembereii and sold 
off in parcels. The actual sita of the Abbey was purchased 
by Mr. Berry, by whom it was sold to Mr. William Searle 
Benlliall, and it is now the property of Dr. Jamus Gale, of 
Duroseourt, Newton Abbot 

164. Before 1806, when the remaining portions of the 
buildings were almost entirely destroyed, the ruins were very 
extensive, and, doubtless, the plan could have been made out 
without difliuulty. Westcote and Kiadon speak of the 
" skeleton of a huge body whereby may be conceived what 
bigness once it bore, whose ruins may move the beholders 
both to wonder and pity."* Buck's view is dated 1734, but 
nothing certain can lie learnt from iL It appears that the 
church was ae usual chancel, transepts, and long nave, the 
chapter-house on the south, and the conventual buildings 
running down towards the rivor, the normal plan of the 
Cistercians being followed. (See BuckJand Abbey, par 12.) 

165. In the Qcntleman's Magazine for 1791), Mr. James 
Laskey gives an account of the ruins, which, although very 
unsatisfijctory to an arehjeologist, is worth rescuing from the 
pages of the old periodical. Of course we are not bound to 
agree with alt Mr. Laskoy's speculations, some portions of bia 
story being, to say the least, curious. 

After saying that the ruins were of great extent and 
worthy of a more particular description than he could give, 
the author proceeds : — 

"There now remain of tliis magniiicent ruin two arches 
which appear to" have been tlie entrance, and some ruins on 
a large scale which we took for the lodge. The arches are 
situated one behind the other and stand across the road 
leading from Buckfastleigh to Ashburton ; the iron staples for 
gates to hang on still remain and are of great bigness, which 
led us to think they were of massy structure. The ruins of 
what we took to be tlie lodge stand on the eastern side, its 
length about twenty paces, breadth eight paces (not being sup- 
plied for a minute measurement we were obliged to content 
ourselves with it thus roughly, taking care to diminish rather 
than exaggerate). On the same side are several apartments, 
one of which is inhabited, another is converted into a pound- 
house, in which stands a moorstone trough of gi-eat bulk, for 
the purpose of breaking apples for the pound. The following 
measurement I received from a learned gentleman who lias 
paid great attention to these ruins. The diameter of this 
* Budoa, p, 1S2, 
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stone IS 9 feet 4 inches, depth 3 feet 6 inches, one-half of which 
is sunk in the ground ; the supposed weight before it was 
hollowed lie computes must amount to above 100 tons. It is 
of the granite kind and affords matter of surprise hy what 
means it was brought there, stones of that quah'ty not being 
to be found within the distance of many miles ; round the 
abbey being one continued limerock, which is worked at 
many {)laces to a depth, height, and extent surprising, and 
forming a vast cavern at once terrific and beautiful, which 
proves an inexhaustible fund of gain to the owner. The 
remainder of these ruins are situated in an orchard on the 
western side of the road, at the bottom of which runs with 
silent murmur tlie River Dart, seemingly regretting the 
downfall of the abbey. The first thing that presents itself, 
tradition says, was tne abbot's cellar, which is entered by a 
small Gothic gateway and is about twenty-eight paoos long and 
twelve wide arched overhead. * * * * 

At one end remain a few steps which led to the ruin above, 
which our guide told us was the abbot's kitchen ; it is now 
converted into a kitchen garden. At the south end is the 
skeleton of a set of apartments, which appear to have been 
the cells of the monks, which was approached by winding 
steps, fifly-one of which now remain. It is of particular form, 
having, as well as we could guess, seven sides. The immense 
bushes of ivy, dropping in rich festoons, almost buried its 
form. On removing some of these we could plainly observe 
the holes in which the joists and sleepers rested for support on 
the flooring, from which we judged the rooms to bo about 
6 feet in height in the clear, one above the other. These we 
were told solely belonged to the abbot. Joining this was 
their court of judicature and judgment seat, and behind a 
dungeon for those that by their offences were thought worthy 
of the same. On the north-east side appear the walls and foun- 
dation of this once spacious and splendid seat of superstition ; 
the abbey church and the remains of its tower all lying in 
such massy fragments, that it is scarcely to be conceived by 
what power so vast a fabrick could be disjointed. The walls 
appear to be of the thickness of 9 or 10 feet and entirely 
composed of small stones in layers and a compost of lime and 
saiuf, which we supposed to have been thrown on these layers 
hot, after the method aiitiently used in such large buildings, 
which incorporating together formed a mass as solid as the 
native rock. The ruins of this church appear to be about 
250 feet in length, and the ruins of the tower towards the 
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south seem like huge and vast rocks })iled on one another in 
extensive confusion — 

l>y Timc*8 fell hand defacM, 
The rich proud cost of outworn bnry*d age. — Shakjipeare.** 

lt)6. The author then goes on to say that, as stone for 
building is {)lentiful in the neighbourhood, the ruins will in 
all j)n>bability continue unmolested for ages; a prophecy 
unfortunately not fulfilled. (A Itamble on Dartmoor, by J. L. 
Gentleman's Magazine, 1796, vol. Ixvi. p. 194.) 

What our author here calls the cellar and the seven-sided 
building apparently still remain, the latter being what is now 
CHllod the Abbot's Tower. It is unquestionably a domestic 
building of some kind, but nothing more certain I think can 
1)0 said. It is square, of three stories, with a cellar under. 
In it are fireplaces and garderobes, with a well, and a stair- 
case with landings to every floor; the entrance appears to 
have been from the south on the first floor. 

1<)7. The great barn of the grange remains, and the arches, 
of aj)parently an entrance, but the gatehouse is gone. In 
the lawn on the eastern side of die house graves have been 
fountl, and here was probably the cemetery. The foundations 
oi' the present house, erected about fifty years since, are i^aid 
to be upon vaulted work of Early-English character The 
greater part of the materials of the old buildings were used in 
the erection of the adjoining mill, which occupies the site of 
some of the conventual buildings. 

1()8. The arms of the Abbey are Sabh, a crozier in pale 
<irf/ent, the crook or, surmounted by a stag'^a head caboshedj 
of the second, horned gides, Leland gives a sketch in his 
CoUcctanoa. I know of two seals only belonging to the Abbey, 
the first, appended to the surrender deed, is small, and shows 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and Holy Child under a canopy, with 
the legend " S. Conven'tus Bucfestrie." The second is a 
counter-seal of the abbot — in the centre an arm grasping a 
crozier, the legend " SiGiLL. Abb. Buckfesta*^ ." 

169. Let us now see what the various possessions of the 
Abbey were. To commence with those we find in Domesday, 
let us try to identify the manors there mentioned. The first 
jiaragraph relating to each is a translation from the Exeter 
Book, the second from the Exchequer Book, see paragraph 69. 
The first is headed " The Land of the Church of the Abbot 
of Bulfestre in Devonshire," the second " The Land of the 
Church of Bucfestre." 
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170. Petkockstow. " The abbot lias a manor* which is 
called Petrocestova, which the abbot Aluuin held in that 
day when King Edward was alive and dead, and it paid geld 
for one virgate and a half. These can bo ploughed by five 
teams. From thence the abbot has in demesne half a virgate 
and one plough,t and the villeins one virgate and two ploughs. 
There the aobot has six villeins and one bordar and two 
serfs and four oxen J [cows ?] and twenty sheep, and three 
furlongs of wood in length and one furlong and a half in 
breadtb, and six acres of meadow and eight furlongs of 
pasture in length, and five furlongs in breadth, and worth 
by the year fifleen shillings, and wnen he received it it was 
valued at just as much." 

" The church of Buckfestre holds Petrochestov. In the 
time of King Edward it paid geld for one virgate of land 
and a half. There is land for five ploughs. In demesne is 
one plough and two serfs, and six villeins, and one bordar 
with two ploughs. There six acres of meadow pasture eight 
furlongs long and five furlongs broad. Formerly and now 
worth fifteen shillings." Exchequer Book. 

The name has changed but little during the eight hundred 
years that have elapsed ^nce the great book was com- 
piled, although it is also known as Stow St. Petrock and 
Heanton. 

The return of the jurors recorded in the Hundred 
KoU, temp. Edward I. shows that the abbot had a gallows 
there. 

Shortly before the dissolution the Valor § shows : — 

* ^fansion&m. This word properly means a habitation, capital dwelling, 
plot of gronnd, on which several houses are built. 

f Mr. William Basevl Sanders is of opinion that in Domesday, whenever 
*^car" stands alone, it is intended for " cartfoa** or some case of that noun, 
and that, whenever " carucata '' is meant to be designated, " car " is alwajs 
followed by " terrtt^* or is written in full. "Terra est .... car*^ and similar 
entries should therefore be read as meaning that there was as much arable 
land as so many ploughs could till. 

t Animalia, 

§ This was a survey taken in consequence of Parliament having passed 
a measure granting to the Kinp the first-fruits of all spiritualities and a 
tenth of the possessions of the Church. The instructions to the Commis- 
sioners, dated 30th January, 1536, were to ascertain the whole and just 
and yearly value of all possessicms, lands, tenements, profits, &c., as well 
spiritual as temporal, pertaining to any manner of dignity-, monastery, church, 
parsonage, vicarage, or other dignity through England, Wales, Berwick, and 
Calais. 
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Mancriuiii do Patrikstowe : — £ s. d. 
Koddittis assise libororum tenciicium et 

custuinariorum . . 5 6 11 J 
Torraruin bartone . . . .318 

Auxiliorum . . . . . 9 6J 

(.)|)oriiiii custuinariorum , . .18 
Do finibus terrarum cum perquisitis 
c*uri(» ct aliis proficuis ejusdem maiierii 

per annum communibus annis . .32 10^ 



And the Ministers' accoinits give : — 
Potrockystowe lieditus tam liberorum 

quam custumariorum tenon tium 
Firma manerii ..... 

Perquisita curie .... 

Porcio ...... 

and the rector paid £1 6s. 8d. to tlie abbey. 
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The manor appears to have been merged in that of Hcanton 
Sackville in the same parish, and it has descended, as shown 
by Lysons, with the advowson of the church, to Lord Ch'nton, 
whose nephew, the present baron, now enjoys them. 

171. AissA. There are two Ashs mentioned in Domesday 
as belongino; to tlie Abbey. One is doubtless Ash the village 
in the parish of South Brent, but the locality of the other is 
very uncertain. 

** Tlie abbot has one manor which is called AisSA, which 
|)ai(l geld for one virgate and a half in that day when King 
Edward was alive and dead. These can bo ploughed by 
three teams. From thence the abbot has in demesne half a 
virgate and one plough, and the villeins one virgato and two 
ploughs. There the abbot has five villeins, and three bordars, 
and three serfs, and ten oxen, and forty sheep, and six acres of 
wood and six acres of meadow, and three furlongs of pasture 
in length and breadth, and it is worth by the year twenty 
shillings, and, when he received it, it was worth ten shiUings. 

" The abbot has one manor which is called AissA, which the 
abbot Aluuin held in that day in which King Edward was 
alive and dead, and paid geld for a hide and a half This ten 
teams can ])l()ugh. Thence the abbot has in demesne a 
virgate and a half and one j)lough, and the villeins have a 
hide and a half, a virgate, and five ploughs. There the abbot 
has eight villeins, and eight bordars, and six serfs, and nine 
oxen, and sixty-eight sheep, and eleven goats, and three fur- 
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longs in length of wood and one in bread tli, and four acres of 
meadow and one mile of pasture in length and a half in 
breadth, and worth by the year thirty shillings, and, when the 
abbot received it, it was worth just the same." 

'^ The same church holds Aisse. In the time of King 
Edward it paid geld for one virgate of land and a half. 
There is land for five ploughs. In demesne is one plough 
and three serfs and five villeins, and three bordars with two 
ploughs. There six acres of meadow and six acres of wood, 
pasture three furlongs in length and breadtli. Formerly ten 
shiHings, now worth twenty shillings." Exchequer Book. 

'' The same church holds Aisse. In the time of King 
Edward it paid geld for one hide and a half. There is land 
for ten ploughs. In demesne is one plough and six serfs, and 
eight villeins and nine bordars with five ploughs. There four 
acres of meadow. Pasture one mile [leuca] long and half-a- 
mi le broad ; wood three furlongs long and one furlong broad. 
Formerly and now worth thirty shillings." Exchequer Book. 

172. Lime or Limet, as the Exchequer Book has it, I am 
unable to trace. 

" The abbot has one manor which is called Lii££, and it paid 
geld in that day in which King Edward was alive and dead 
for one hide. This seven teams can plough. Tlience the 
abbot has one virgate and one plough in demesne, and the 
villeins have three virgates aud six ploughs. There the abbot 
has ten villeins and fourteen bordars, and four serfs and nine 
oxen, and four pigs and seventy-two sheep, and four acres of 
small wood, and three acres of meadow, and it is worth by 
the year fifty shillings." 

*^ The same church holds Limet. In the time of King 
Edward it paid geld for one hide. There is land for eight 
ploughs. In demesne is one plough and four serfs and ten 
villeins and fourteen bordars with six ploughs. There three 
acres of meadow, and four acres of small wood. It is worth 
fifty shillings." Exchequer Book. 

173. Dona, Downe, or Done, is Down St. Mary. Tlie Manor 
and Water Mill, Barton Estate, Donne and Cliffe Wood, with 
the advowson and rectory of Downe Church, belonged to the 
house at its fall. Bele, Zeal Monachorum, is near it, and 
they ai*e entered in the accounts together. The latter is the 
manor mentioned in the Hundred Koll as having come to the 
abbey by the gift of King Cnut 

"The ablx>t has one manor which is called Dona, which 
paid geld for two liides in that day in which King Edward 
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was alivo and dead. This ten teams can plough. Thence 
the abbot lias in demesne half a hide and one plough and the 
villeins one hide and a half and five ploughs. There the 
abbot has twelve villeins, and nine bordars, and seven serfs, 
and six oxen, and four pigs, and sixty-six sheep, and eight 
furlongs of small wood, and eight acres of meadow, and twelve 
acres of pasture, and it is worth by the year three pounds. " 

" The same church holds Done. In the time of King 
Edward it paid geld for two hides. There is land for ten 
])loughs. In demesne is one plough and. seven serfs and 
twelve villeins and nine bordars with five ploughs. There 
oiglit acres meadows and twelve acres of pasture and seven 
furlongs of small wood. It is worth three pounds." Ex- 
chequer Book. 

The Valor gives : — 

Manerium de Sele et Donne — 

Redditus assise liberorum tenendum . 

Custu;\iariorum tenendum 

Terrarum bartone .... 

Firma molendini .... 

De finibus terrarum cum perquisitis 
curie et aliis proficuis ejusdem 
manerii per annum communibus 
annis 6 4 5^ 

Inde solutum Priori Sancti Johaimis 
Exonic et successoribus suis de 
quodam annual! redditu per annum 1 10 
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And the Ministers' accounts — 
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Sele et Downe Eedditus liberorum 








tenentium ..... 
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Sele Reddituscustumariorum tenentium 
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Downe Redditus custumariorum tenen- 








tium ...... 
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Sele et Downe Firnia eerte terre vocate 








lo barton ground .... 
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Perquisita Curio .... 





8 


9 


Sele et Downe Porcio de rectorie 
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174. Trusham. " The abbot has a manor which is called 
Tkisma, which paid geld for one hide that day in which King 
Edward was alive and dead. This four teams can plough. 
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Thence the abbot has in demesne one virgate and one plough and 
the villeins three virgates and three ploughs. There the abbot 
has four villeins, andnine bordars, and ten serfs, and six oxen, 
and nine pigs, and one hundred and three sheep, and twenty-two 
goats, and sixteen acres of wood, and three acres of meadow, 
and ten of pasture, and it is worth by the year thirty shillings, 
and when ne received it it was worth twenty-five shillinga." 

^' The same church holds Trisma. In the time of King 
Edward it paid geld for one hide. There is land for three 
ploughs. In demesne is one plough and ten serfs and four 
villeins, and nine bordars with three ploughs. There three 
acres of meadow and ten acres of pasture and sixteen acres of 
wood. Formerly twentv'-five shillings, now worth thirty 
shillings." Exchequer Book. 

Trisma is Trusham, granted by the King to a Southcote, in 
whose family it continued for several generations, and is now^ 
the property of Sir Lawrence Palk. 
The Valor gives : — 
Trisme. 
Redditus assise liberorum tenencium . 
Custumariorum tenentium . 
Ac terrarum bartone .... 
De qui bus terra cum perquisitis curie 
et aliis proficuis ejusdem manerii per 
annum communibus annis . . 2 13 7 
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13 15 4i 
Ministers' Accounts. 
Trisme — 
Redditus liberorum tenentium . .072 
Kedditus custumariorum tenentium 10 14 lOob. 

Porcio ...... 1 lib' cere. 

175. AiSERSTONE. " The abbot has one manor which is 
calle<l Haiserstona, which paid geld for one ferling and 
a-half and three acres in that day in which King Edward 
was alive and dead. There the abbot has one villein who 
pays forty pence a year." 

" The same church holds Aiserstone. In the time of King 
Edward it paid geld for one ferling and a half and three acres 
of land. There one villein pays forty pence." Exchequer Book. 
Aiserstone, it has been suggested, is Ascerton in the 
parish of Sidmouth, but there is no evidence that I can find, 
showing that the abbey ever had any land tliere, and we may 
find it much nearer the abbey, Staverton being perhaps the 
place, the monks having a mill there in later years. 
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With reference to Staverton the Valor gives : — 

Staverton — 
MoleudiiniTii ibidem valot per annum £ s. d. 

ultra 6 13 4 

Soliitum deeaiio et capitulo Exoiii» ef 

HuccessoribiiB Huis per annum . .368 



Ministers' Accounts : — 
•Stafartoii — 
RcddituM Molendini 



10 



17G. Heatiifield. " The abbot has a manor which ib called 
Hetfelt, wliich tlic abbot Aluuin held in that day in which 
King Kdward was alive and dead, and paid geld fur two hides. 
These twelve teams are able to plough ; from tlionce the abbot 
has in demesne half a liido and one plough, and the villeins 
have one hide and iive ploughs. There the abbot has ten 
villeins and nine bordars and six serfe, and eleven oxen, and 
five pigs, and si.\fy sheep, and sixteen goats, and two acres of 
small wood, and forty acres of pasture, and it is worth bv 
tlie year forty shillingx, and, when the abbot received it, it 
was worth thirty shillings." 

" The same church holds Hetfeld. In the time of King 
Edward it paid geld for two hides. There is land for twelve 
j)luughH. In <lemc$ne is one plough and six serfs, and ten 
villeins and nine bordars with five ploughs. There forty acres 
of iinstnre antl two acres of small wood," Exchequer Book. 

Hetfelt or Hetfeld or Hethfyldo is the manor of Heath- 
field, in the parish of Avcton Giitard. Here, it is stated in 
the Hundred Itoll, the abbot had a gallows, and conse- 
quently jiower of life and death. 

The Valor gives ; — 

Iilnnerium dc Hethfyld — £ s. d. 

IteddilUfi assise tarn liberorum tcnen 
1 quiini custumarii>runi 



Terrarum barton e 

Auxiliorum .... 

Operuni custumarionim toneneium 

Ue finibus terre cum (lerquisitis curia; 
ct aliis proBcuis cjusdem mancrii 
{K>r annum oumniunibus aniiis 



17 16 
12 9 
1 6 
1 10 
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Ministers' Accounts. 



Hethfylde- 



Redditus Hberorum tenentium . 
Venditio operum cum auxilio tenen- 
tium 

Redditus custumariorum tenentium . 

Redditus terr' berton' 

Perquisita curie .... 



£ 8. d. 
4 18 11 

2 17 7 ob. 
7 12 8 
18 18 10 
1 1 



177. BuLFESTRA. " The abbot has one manor which is 
called BuLFESTRA, and is the head of the abbacy, and that 
never paid geld. There the abbot has one smith [or carpenter] 
and ten serfs, who have two ploughs, and there the abbot has 
three pigs and one mile in length of wood and a half in 
breadth." 

" BuCFESTRE is the head of the abbacy. It never paid 
geld. There is one blacksmith and ten serfs, with two 
ploughs. Wood one mile long and half a mile broad." 
(Exchequer Book.) 

Bulfestre and Bucfestre, of course, stand for the caput 
abbatia. At Buckfastleigh there appear te have been four 
manors, those of Buckfest Abbey, Buckfast, Brooke Main- 
bow, and Kilbenland. The Earl of Macclesfield and Dr. 
Gkle hold these now, or what portions of them remain. 

The Valor gives, 

Manerium de Buckfastleigh cum Kelbury. 

Redditus assise tam terrarum domini- 

calium cum pastura bosci circa man- 

cionem dicti monasterii . 
Ac piscaria de Dert . 
Quam Hberorum tenencium 
Ac custumariorum tenencium 
Firma molendini 
Incrementum redditus 
Finis terre 
Ac perquisita curie per annum com- 

munibus annis . . •• . 1 18 7| 

71 12 5 



£ 


8. 


d. 


8 








1 










4 


6 


50 





11 


4 








2 


7 


4 


4 


1 


Oi 
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Alanerium de Kjlbury. 
Re'lditua assiito turn liberorum tenen- 

cium quam custuina riorum cum £ s. d. 
inolendiito ibidem valet per annum . 18 15 9^ 

Maynebowe. 

Kodclitus assise tam liberorum tenen- 
cium quum custumariorum tenen- 
ciuni 2 2 9 

Dc finibus terro cum porquisitis curie 
et aliis proficuia cjusuem manerii jwr 
annum commutiibus annis . I 14 3^ 



3 17 Oi 



Ministers' Accounts. 

Buekfastlcigli. Scitus cum terris pratis 
paxeuis ct ])asturis .... 

Itedditus liberorum tenentinm . 

Rudtlitui! custumariorum tenentinm . 

Firina duorum molcndinoiiim aquat' 
gmiiat' ..... 

Kenynton,aliaaIiOwortowne. Redditus 
custumariorum tcnentium 

Buckfastleigli. Perquisitn curie 

Kylbury. Itcdditus liberorum tenentium 

lledditus cuiitumariorum tenentium . 

Maynbow. Uedditns liberorum tenen- 
tium ...... 

Redditus custumai"iorum tenentium . 

Perquisitfc curie .... 

Buckfastleigh. Porcio 

., „ Firma Rectorie 

1 78. NoTONA. " Tbe abbot lias one manor which is catted 
NoTONA, wliicli the Abbot AKvin licid in that day in which King 
Edward was alive and dead, and it paid geld for two hides. 
Tlieso ton teams are able to plougli. From thence he has 
half a hide and one plough in demesne and the villeins one 
hide and a half and five ploughs. There tbe abbot has nine 
villeins and twelve bordars and six serfs and four oxen and 
three pigs and seventy sheep, and two furlongs of wood in 
length and one in breadth, and two acres of meadow and 






1 (lb 


'0 12 





1 4 
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!! 


4 


16 


« 


1 13 


4 
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twenty acres of pasture. This is worth forty shillings, and 
when the abbot received it thirty shillings." 

" The same church holds Notone. In the time of King 
Edward it paid geld for two hides. Tliere is land for ten 
ploughs. In demesne is one plough and six serfs and nine 
villeins and twelve bordars with five ploughs. There two 
acres of meadow and twenty acres of pasture. Wood two 
furlongs long and one broad. Formerly thirty shillings, 
now worth forty shillings." (Exchequer Book.) 

To this place we can assign no modem name. 

179. Chereforda may be Churstowe, although this is 
only a guess. 

" The abbot has one manor which is called Chereforda, 
which the Abbot Alwin held in that day in which King 
Edward was alive and dead, and paid geld for one hide. 
This eight teams are able to plough. From thence the abbot 
has one virgate and one plough in demesne and the villeins 
three virgates and three ploughs. There the abbot has seven 
villeins and six bordars and four serfs and six oxen and 
forty-four sheep and two acres of meadow and twenty acres 
of pasture. This is worth thirty shillings, and when the abbot 
received it twenty shillings." 

" The same church holds Chereford. In the time of King 
Edward it paid geld for one hide. There is land for eight 
ploughs. In demesne is one plough and four serfs and 
seven villeins and six bordars with three ploughs. There two 
acres of meadow and twenty acres of pasture. Formerly 
twenty shillings, now thirty shillings." (Exchequer Book.) 

The Valor gives, 

Manerium de Churchstowe — 

£ 8. d. 

Redditus assise liberorum tenendum . 2 14 8^ 
18 libre cere et dimidium 

Custumariorum tenendum . . 17 7 8 

Terrarum dominicalium . . . 21 

De finibus terre cum perquisitis curie 
et aliis proficuis ejusdem manerii 
per annum communibus annis . 3 13 5^ 

£44 15 9} 
1 8 libre cere et dim. 



2r 



I 



): 
I ■ 
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KjTigesbrigg — 

Redditus assise liberorum teneucium £ s. d. 
et convencionariorum . . • 8 8 OJ 
Firma molendinorum . . .368 

Exitas mercatorum et nundinarum . 5 
Ac perquisita curie per annum com- 

munibus annis • . • . 18 
Inde solutum Philippe Champernon 
militi et heredibus suis pro redditu 
gurgitis molendini fixati super 
terram suam apud Dodbrooke per 
annum . . . . .020 



Et remanet clare . £17 10 8^ 
Ministers' Accounts. 



£ s. 


d. 


3 3 


2q. 


9 1 
5 6 
4 4 
18 


8 
8 

8ob. 
6 


32 14 


6 



Churstowi 
Redditus tarn liberorum quam custu- 
mariorum tenentium 

Kyngesbrigge-^ 

Redditus custumariorum tenentium . 

Exitus mercat' sive nundinarum 

Redditus liberorum tenentium . 

Perquisita curie .... 

Churchstowe cum capella de Kings- 
bridge— Firma rectorie . 

180. Brent. *^ The abbot has one manor which is called 
Brenta, which the abbot Alwin held in that day in which King 
Edward was alive and dead, and paid geld for two hide^ These 
ten teams can plough. From thence the abbot has half a 
hide and one plough in demesne, and the villeins one hide 
and a half and five ploughs. There the abbot has ten 
villeins, and eight bordars, and five serfs, and fourteen oxen, 
and fil'tv-five sheep, and five acres of wood, and four acres 
of meadow, and thirty acres of pasture. This is wortli forty 
shillings, and when the abbot received it thirty shillings." 

" The abbot has one manor which is called Brenta, which 
the abbot held in that day in which King Edward was alive 
and dead, and paid geld for two hides, lliis six teams are able 
to plough. Thence the abbot has half a hide and one plough 
in demesne, and the villeins one hide and a half and three 
ploughs. There the abbot has eight villeins and six bordars, 
and four serfs and eleven oxen, and seventy sheep, and thirty 
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goats, and ono mile of wood in length and one fiirlong in 
width, and two acres [of meadow]* and one mile of pasture 
in length and a halt in breadth. This is worth thirty 
shillings, and when the abbot received it twenty shillings." 

^^ The same cliurch holds Brenta. In the time of King 
Edward it paid geld for two hides. Tliere is land for ten 
ploughs. In demesne is one plough and five serfs, and ten 
villeins and eight bordars with five ploughs. There four 
acres of meadow and four acres of wood, and thirty acres of 
pasture. Formerly thirty shillings, now worth forty shillings." 

" The same church holds Brent. In the time of King 
Edward it paid geld for two hides. There is land for six 
ploughs. In demesne is half a plough and four serfs, and 
eight villeins and six bordars with three ploughs. There two 
acres of meadow, pasture one mile long and half a mile 
broad, wood one mile long and one furlong broad. Formerly 
twenty shillings, now thirty shillings." (Exchequer Book.) 

The two Brentas stand for manors, both probably in the 
parish of South Brent. The Brent property appears in the 
Valor and Ministers' accounts, as under: — 



The Valor gives, 

Manerium de Brent 

Redditus assise liberorum tenentium . 

Et custumariorum tenencium 

Firma molendini .... 

Piscaria 

Incrementum redditus 

l)e finibus terrarum cum perquisitis 
curie et aliis proficuis ejusdem manerii 
per annum communibus anuis 



£ s. 


d. 


8 6 


7J 


87 17 


3 


6 16 


8 


3 


4 


9 17 


6i 


11 5 


2i 



121 6 7| 



Ministers' Accounts. 

Brent Redditus liberorum tenentium 

manerii . . . . . 8 17 3 

Redditus custumariorum et conventio- 

nariorum tenentium . . 102 15 7 q. 

Brent. Porcio de vicarie . . .040 

Brent. Firma rectorie . . . 18 2 10 

181. I have now been through the whole of the land 
mentioned in Domesday, and shown as nearly as possible that 
it continued to be held down to the time of the Dissolution. 

* Omitted, but see Exchequer Book. ^ 



lz(i THE CISTERCIAN HOUSES OF DEVOK. 

BcsidcK the above tlic Abbey held some other land scattered 
through the county, mentioned tlma : — 

In liundreto Mcrtone Abb de Balfestra i 

virga. Fol. Ii5b., p. 59. 

Ill hundreto chrkliatone . . . Dehisht' OsbuusepSiiJi. 
bid &. dim. ^ nbbas dc bulfestra dim' hida. Fol. 66b, p. 60. 

In liundrcdo Taintone . . . . et abbas bulfestrensis 
fcrtiuni [torlium ?] & dim'. Fol. 69b, p. 64. 

In htiiidrcdo dippeford . . . . et abbas bnlfeetrensis 
ii. hid. Fol. 69b, p. 05. 

182. Of foiirsc the property had greatly increased in 
value since Domosday, but that was owing to the general 
progress of the country, and the care bestowed upon it by 
Its owners, but it cannot fail to be noticed that the additions 
made during tho time between the Great Sur\'ey and the 
Dissolution were few and unimportant They were, following 
still tho Valor and Ministers' Accounts, as follows :— 

183. Palstos, in South Brent, probably belonged to one of 
tlie Domesday manors, thus mentioned in the Valor: — 

£ 8. d. 
Uedditu bertone ibidem per annum .300 

And in the Ministers' Accounts — 

Hedditus tcrrarum dominicaiium vocat' 

Pnlston 3 

184. lilNGLEBCRKE, Inglebome, or Engelbourne, is in the 
pm-ish of Harborton. It was leased by Gabriel Donne to 
bir Philli]) Champemowne for a term of si.xty years, and 
subject to this was sold by the Crown. About the end of the 
last century it was divided into parcels and sold. 

Valor. 
Manerium de Engleburne. 

£ .. d. 
Redditiis assLso liberornm tenencium . 9 

1 libra cere. 
Custumariorum tenencium in Totnes, 

Ai.slieberyngton, Churston, quam 
Engleburne predicta ■ . . 10 7 2 
et 1 libra cere. 

Ac terrarum bartone . . . 5 13 4 

De fiuibus terrarum cum perquisitis 
curie et aliis proficuts ejusdem 
manerii communil)US annis . .250^ 

18 U 6i 

2 libre cere. 
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Ministers' Accounts. 

Engleburne — £ s. d. 

Bedditus liberorum tenentium , . 12 1 
Redditus tam custumariorum quam 

conventionarionim tenentium . .110 6 
Firma manerii . . . .5134 

185. Bromston or Brownston is a manor in the parish of 
Modbury and was given to the abbey by John de Morville. 
On the Dissolution Sir Thomas Dennis secured this for 
himself. 

Valor. 
Brounston — 
Redditus assise custumariorum tenen- 

cium ibidem per annum . . .510^ 

1 par. cirotecarum. 

Ministers' Accounts. 
Bromston — 
Redditus assi^ . . . 5 lOob. 

186, BoTTOXBURGH, Bottokysburgh, or Battisborough, is a 
manor in the parish of Holbeton. 

Valor. 

Bottokysburgh — 
Redditus assise liberorum tenencium . 
Custumariorum tenencium 
Terrarum bartone .... 
Firma molendini .... 
Ac perquisita curie per annum com- 

munibus annis .... 



Ministers' Accounts. 
Bottoxburgh — 
Redditus liberorum tenentium 
Redditus conventionarionim tenentium 
Firma capitalis mesuagii . 
Perquisita curie .... 

187. Chtscombe was a piece or parcel of land in the 
parish of Dene Prior, of the yearly value of 6s. 8d. both in 
the Valor and the Ministers' Accounts. 
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188. At Spychewyke, in the manor of the same name, in 
the parisli of Widdecombe, the abbey had two tenements 
returned at an annual rent of 28s. botli in the Ministers' 
Accounts and in the Valor. 

189. North Bovey. Here was a tenement included in tlie 
Valor and Ministers' Accounts as producing an annual rent 
of 10s. 

190. IIoo or Hooe, in the parish of Plymstock, described 
in the Valor as being below the j)ari8h oiF Plympton. Here 
was a tenement entered in both accounts as being worth Ss. 
])er annum. 

191. Plympton. Here the Abbey had a garden, the rent 
hoiu^ returned in the Ministers' Accounts and Valor at 5s. 
yearly. 

192. ExKTER. Like most of the other abbeys, Buckfast 
had a house in the city for the residence of the abbot, the 
successive owners of which are traced by Dr. Oliver. In 
the Valor and Ministers' Accounts it is entered as producing 
only 6d. per annum for firewood. The reason of this probably 
was, that it had been leased for a money payment, tnis small 
amount being reserved. It was not until 1543 that-the King 
disposed of it. 

193. BiCATON, a village in the parish of Broadhempston, 
according to Oliver, belonged to the house, but I have not 
met with any mention of it in any original document, nor 
does the name or parish occur in eitlier the Valor or Ministers' 
Accounts. 

194. We also find enumerated in the Valor the usual pay- 
ments made out of the annual revenue, amounting to £15 Ids. 
There was a corrody of £3 per annum to James Knottysford. 

1 95. Tlie spiritualities, which are entered separately, amount 
with the pensions paid to i;68 14s. 3d. and one pound of wax 
from the Keetory of Petrockstow. 

196. Taking then the figures as they stand in the Valor, 
we find that the total annual income of the Abbey in 1534 
was — £ s. d. 

1534. Rents, &c. ... 430 19 7| 

26 Hen. VII. SpirituaKties . . . 68 14 3 

rap. i\. *' 

out of which payments — 499 13 lOf 

Temporalities . 15 16 



Sj)iritualities . 17 6 8 



33 2 8 
£466 11 2| 
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Thus leaving the total nett income £466 lis. 2|d., besides 
twenty pounds of wax and one pair of gloves, an income 
larger than any other Cistercian house in Devon. And yet, 
unlike some monastic establishments, there appears to have 
been no greed of wealth, no inidue accumulation of riches ; 
the monks did their best with their land, and often had, as we 
have seen, to struggle to maintain their rights; but in the 
centuries which elapsed between the Conquest and the Disso- 
lution it cannot be said that they had been covetous; and 
the sneer of llichard Coeur de IJon, when he told Fulke that 
of his three daughters, Covetousness, Pride, and Lust, he 
would bestow the first upon the white monks, could not 
apply to the monks of Buckfast. 

197. Besides being the chief farmers of the day,-the Cis- 
tercians were great promoters of the industrial arts. It has 
recently been discovered that the Cistercians were the prede- 
cessors of the ironmasters of the nineteenth eentuiy, the 
monks of Kirkstead and Louth Park Abbey having pro- 
moted iron-mining and smelting, and carried on the work on 
an extensive scale. 

Rather than covetous, the Cistercians should be called 
thrifty and industrious, developing the resources of the 
neighbourhood in which tliey settled, and endeavouring to 
make two blades of grass grow where only one grew before. 
It would be a pleasant task, and the results valuable, to trace 
out the various occupations in which these monks engaged, 
and what effects their labours have had upon the commercial 
and agricultural interests of the country. 

198. Buckfastleigh owes what prosperity it has to the 
monks of Buckfast, for the Cistercians were the great wool 
traders of the times in which they lived, and the owners of 
the large mills, some of which are built up with the materials 
of the Abbey and its belongings, are but carrying out in the 
same locality, in other ways, the work of former years. 

Yon may break, you may shatter the vase if you will, 
But the i<ceut of the roses will cling round it still ; 

and so, when we use the "Abbot's Way" across the breezv 

moor, we think of those busy men who often trod it, and 

carried their merchandise along it ; and when we follow the 

" Monk's Path " by the Dart, flowing on as it did long 

yeai*8 ago. 

Giving a gentle kiss to every sedge, 
It overtaketh in its pilgrimage ; 

tlie lives of those who prayed and laboured, laboured and 

s 
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prayed, hard b\', must occupy our thoughts, and " Abbot's 
Way " and " Monk's Path," and the moor and the river, tell 
us more, and do more to keep alive the memory, of the old 
dwellers in the Abbey of Bulfestre, than the few scanty re- 
mains of the buildings which they raised. 



APPENDIX (A). 

LiBT OF THE Abbots of Buckfast. 



Name. 


Approx. 
date. 

. ' 10G6 


Authoritiea. 


Alwine 


Domesday Book. 


Eustachius 


. ; 1143 


ArchivesDcan and Chapter, Exeter 


William . 


. i 1196 


Foundation Deed, Torr Abbey. 


Nicholas . 


. 1207? 


Grant to John Lambrith. 


Michael 


. 1 1225 


Pedes Finiura Henry III. 


William . 


. 1246 


Coll. Sir William Pole, B.M. 


Howell 


. ; 1247 


Oliver. 




Durandus . 


, 1258 


; Oliver. 




Henry 


1268 


Coll. Sir William Pole, B.M. 


Simon 


! 1272 


Episcopal Registers, Exeter. 


Kobei-t 


1 1280 


Do. 


do. 


Peter 


1290 


Agreements with Hubemford and 




1 


others, &c. 




Robert 


: 1316 


Episcopal Registers. 


Stephen . 


1330 


Do. 


do. 


John de Chnrstowe 


1332 


Do. 


do. 


William Giffard. 


! 1333 


Do. 


do. 


Philip 


1349 


Do. 


do. 


Robert Simons . 


! 1358 


Do. 


do. 


William Paderston 


i 1395 


Do. 


do. 


W^illiam Slade . 


. 1400 


Do. 


do. 


William Beaghs 


1415 


Do. 


do. 


Thomas Rogger 


1432 


Do. 


do. 


John Ffychet . 


1440 


Do. 


do. 


John Matthu 


1 1449 


Do. 


do. 


John Kyngc . - 


1483 


Will of Ambrose Franke. 


John Rede 


1498 


Episcopal Registers. 


St. Clere Pomeroy ? . 


i 


Sec par. 149. 




Alfred Gillo . 


. 1512 


Episcopal Registers. 


John Rede 


1525 


Do. 


do. 


Gabriel Donne . 


1537 


Do. 


do. 
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APPENDIX (B). 

The following documents arc printed (from transcripts made for me from 
the originals in the British Museum) as they stand, with the contractions 
and errors. I have thought it best to adopt this course with all the docu- 
ments throughout this paper, the greater part of which are printed for the 
first time. 

Sloane MS. No. 513. (fo. 210b.) 

Anno Dili M"** Ic. In crastino p'ificacois Be Marie v'g 
copleta visi°" in mo*^8?io do B. p pre} Abbate statuta sut ea q 
secut' f'mir ob'^vanda. In p^mis statuif Anno Dni T;c. Nos 
Vr 11. dcus Abbas — visitantes filam nram Abbaeia de B. sta- 
tuim*' 1 pcipim*' ea q seqQt' inviolabilit obsvada In p'* statud 
dec^'vim*^ T;c. Et in fine sigillu visitator appo"^t' Qh ali% 
officiu tcpale iniugi"" If Mo'^'eho alio* vt 9^80 p Abbm suu h" 
juramentu sb stfptQ tenea' pstar cora Abbe suo T; seniorib} de 
coventu p costitucoes Dni Biidci pape xij™^ 

IT Juramentu. 

Ego fr R mo^'ch*' vt 99su8 Mori de B. ordis Cisl juro p 
i^* sea Di ev"^ngo"" q^ ab i*° die in antea in ofto m} p vos 
Abbem meu comisso % 1 oib} T; sin' m* in offo pdco comigs 
fidelit me hebo T; q^ de p>eiis reddaib} f^^ctib} sen pvetib} 
quib3CU3 inde pveientib} T; expiisis quoeies ^ qn p Abbe} 
meu requisit*' fuo fidele 9potu redda pt D§ ni^ ded/^it T; poro 
1. reliq"" quecu} supf uit Mo^^stio vt bursario li*' Mon mei 
integ^'lit assignabo s*^ me Dg adjuvet % ista sea Di Ev""ngelia. 

IF Juramentu novicorf . 

% Ego fr N eticus juro p ista sea Di ov^'nge* q^ ab isto die 
in antea nullu appona repugnacois obstaeim uihn pc'abo 
defencois psidm qm ad jussiom Abbis mei of¥a si qua m* com- 
mittet^ in fut^o dimitta abs} 9"^dicc6ne q"^cu3 sic me Ds 
adjuvet Ic. 

Quili} novici*' in ordie Cisf petens instant ut pfessiom sua 
facial inf' annu pbois sue % si coced' ei sic licite pt ut ex*^ 
de relig 1 t"^nsit ad religiom c^ ad aplicam Tuc pre? T; facial 
ins*pta renuciacom in cn° cora Abbe suo % coventu. 

Pfessio Monachorf. 

Ego tr R eticus Exorcista Accolit'^ sbdiacon*' t sacdos 
pmilto stabilite mea 1 co9siom morf meorf T; obedien" 
s™ regta} sci Biidci ordis Cis? cora Do 1 omib} scis ej'^ quorf 

2 s 
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reliqiiie hie lint' in hoc loco qui voca"^ Bucfast ord Cist 
eonstructo in hone beatissime De genitrieis semp ip^ vginis 
Marie in psencia dni Wiiti Abbis. 

IT Juramentu Abbis. 

Ego fr N etcus Abbs h*^ Mon be Marie de B juro p ista 
sea DT evn'^^ge* p me tacta q^ possessiones redait*^ T; jura 
niobilia T: imobilia isti*' Mon no venda n*^ alienabo y\ impig- 
norabo ne) de novo infeodabo nc p am modum donabo n* 
'tenus statutu Pape Bfidci T; jura ordis mei pmittut s* me 
§ adjuvet 1 ista sea DT Ev^'nge* p me tacta % vaci? 
osculata. 

Juramentu scolaris mittendi ad studiu. 

Ego f r N etcus scolaris huj*' Mon be M* de B ordis Cist 
juro p ista sea Di evn"^ge® q^ ab isto die in antea 09* com ordis 
mei pH'ilegia libtates ^ appbatas 9suetudics atq3 statuta a*d 
clam vl pala p me 1 p aliu attemptar impet'^'re seu T; in a"* 
illicite sive pcve C9"'ire no psuma ufi pdcus ordo meus in pte 
^'T in toto dampnu a^scadalu inc'^'rer valeat vl g^'vamen s® me 
D§ Ic. 

Juramentu scolaris pmovcdi ad g^'du scolasticum. 

Ego f r N Monachus T; scolaris Mon be M* de Bucfast ordis 
Cist juro p istii sea Di ev""nge* q3 cu ad baelar vl Magist**'tu 
theologiee facultat^ pveSo C9"' instituta ordis mei pH'ilegia T: 
libtates a'd in fiifis no atteptabo p me 1 p aliu seu alios n* 
quocu3 doloso color quesito pc'abo seu p me pc'ari paciar 
ipetrando q"" instituta T: libtates ordis mei andci Nee eidm 
psuma vl T: pc''abo p me vl p aliu clam vl pala inf>nge seu 
q^modoli} alias inpugr"" s^ me D§ T;c. 

Juramentu Monachi vocati ad cdsiliu Abbatis. 

Ego fr N. Mc/'clr 1 pfessus Mon be M« de B. ordis Cist 
juro p i^" sea DT ev^'nge"" cj^ secretu T; consiliu q^cuj m* |)er 
vos Abbin mcu vt aliu seu alios noTe vfo ja revelandu fideli? 
tenobo at) svabo nc id ullaten'^ in poslPu ahV vt a^ p? con- 
8cTa3 vra3 P ^^^^ ^^^ P *^^'^ ^^^ P alios qOscu3 revelabo ne3 
denudabo n*^ T; revelar seu denudar faciam vt pcurabo sic me 
d§ T:c. 

Juramet Monachi m^tedi ad curia Ro'^'na p nego** dom*^. 

Ego f r N. Mo'ch'^ 1 pfess^ h^ Mon be M^ de B. juro p ista 
sea L)T ev^'ngo"^ p me corpat tacta q^ nego*^ dni mei Abbis % 
dee Mo" stii mei 9missa T; com*tenda fide* in cur ro^'na pseq^^'r 
l p posse mco ditnr pmovebo cu exacta diligencia ac p'cunia3 
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m^ delibanda in usus T; utili**^* dcorf negociorf ni* comissorf 
1 coihittedo& ^ no in alios vsus frivilos expenda q^q} uUani 
ip et""c6m in dca cur vl alibi p me vl p aliu sen alios facia vl 
f i pcu"^bo q tend^'^e porit ad inc^montu lionorf sen status dci 
dni mei abbis vl mci a^ C9li3 de coventu sive Mon me piudiciu 
vl ruina qVism** ac l ini"" t'duii advent*' mei p'ino ad dcaj 
cur gn!ati pcu"'tori ordis mei si ei** copia her potuo me fidelit 
pntabo s*^ me ds Ic. 

Juramet Mo'^^cti t C9vsi dir^ti ad cur ro*^na p absolueoe. 

Ego fr N. Mo%li*i 1 pffessus h^ Mo^^st" de B. iuro p ista 
sea di ev^'ng* q^ eas^ que stimulante Qscia mea dno meo 
abbi exposui T; p q** ad endm sede aplica tiam ab eo petivi 
y^ est T; vaci^ m* accidit.uilo simulacois vl fraud is color 
pmixto T: qv p tcpe quo ex"" dcm Mon meu ex causa pdca fuo 
iti flatus's mansurus vl q**mVu3 mora turns nullu oio actu vl 
inst" mentu seu a^ aM qcu) noie censcat"" C9"" p'vilegia 
ordis mei an dci vl statuta a* C9suetudies appbatas eiusdm p 
me vl p alios seu aliii pcu^'bo a^ alias arte vl ingenio impetrabo 
q^ in piudiciu a*^^ psone C9cri3 stat^ digni^® vl condicois existat 
vl g^'vamen ac % inf"" t'duu p^ advetu meu p'mo ad cur 
ro**"na gntali pcu"^tori ordis mei si copia ipi^ tier i)ot^o me 
fidelit presentabo s*' me ds Ic. 

Obligaco recipiendi in Noviciu. 

Ego N. de cticus Exorcista accloit^ sbdiacon^ diacoir vl 
sacdos dio instinctu motus cu})iens vitam Mo""chalem duce in 
isto Mon be M** de B. ordis Cist Exon dioc obli^jo me do ^ 
be M* §p vgi di genit*ci ac 6ib> §cisl pat abba q^ die m' limitato 
tonsura T; tiitu noviciori in isto dco Mon vacir assuma ac 
integru annu pbaconis mee vl qntu in li**a reghi sci bndci fuit 
indultu fidelit pimplebo S°* for*m ordis afidci. 

IF Peticio novicij in Capitulo. 

Diie peto instant 1 bm^^ supplico qten^ valeani a vobis 
recipi ad faciend pfess'iom mea in isto Mon de B, ad sviend 
do T; scis eius hie in? vos in hitu Monachal! scdm reghim Sci 
bndci ordis Cis¥ ad tminu vite mee 's»" legem di T vra docu- 
menta. IT Tuc exponat illi abbas auricia ordis vt est modus. 

IT Renuciaco. 

Ego frat Ric etct^ Novicius in isto Mon bte ilarie de 
Bukfast ordis CisI dio instictu motus cu|)iens ordinem nionas- 
ticii in isto ^dco Mon 's"* reglai §ci bndicti solempnit^ pfiti in 
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sbsidu novicijs roligiosis de iure iiulultu novi n® metu induct^ 
83 pe sponto sipli*^ T: absolute residuo dcti anni pbaconis mee 
in liijs sc'ptf renuco T; peto instant me recipi ad pfessiom 
pdcain faciendam s°* for^'m ordinis antedci. 
Itm 

monasVia iiri ordis magnu paciut**' defectu psona^ ppV qd 
ciilt^ diu^ minuit"' T; monasteria ipa in tepalib} magna 
sustineat lesione vt ante de receptis novicijs ciei adiuvet*^ ca" 
ge'® diffi^ alias edita de novijs ante annu pbacois finitii ad 
pfessione solempnc admittens ipis q3 bndie6dis vsq3 ad revo- 
eacocm pdiirandQ progat T; renovat sic tamcq^ ipi novici' 
anq"^m bndieat"' sciant psaltiu % ea que de nccitate sut scieda 
1 qrtudecimu sue etatis coplevint T; residuo Ipis anni sue 
pbacois de fco renucient expsse vt p^ sup*. Ista diffinico 
eompilata fuat anno dni Mittimo ccc Ixxiij apud Cist i c^'ge". 

212 b. Revendo i x® pri ac dno dno E. di era Exon Epo sui 
timiles T; devoti filij AbbsT; Convent^ Monasrij Bukfestr ordis 
Cist*^ciensis Exon dioc revencias tanto pri debitas cu honor 
Revende patnitati vre. J. b. aceolitu virum liberu 1, legit"* 
boneq3 covsacois T; honeste vre dioc ^sentam^ hmili? sup- 
plicates % devote qtiug eude. J. ad oihs sacros ordies p 
sac^'ru manuu vrax iposicoem cari^f* Ituitu pmove digei. 
On^ a*^ pniocois sive pvisois eiusd I nos T- successores firos 
to*tr suscipim^ vos ante succes8orsq3 vros i hac pte idepnes 
co'svar pmittim^ p pntes. In c^ rei testioa sigillQ hn ffie c 
app. 
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APPENDIX (C). 



Sloane MSS. No. 513, fo. 213. 

In visitacoiie facieda p** d} Abbas visi**^ pniunir visitand 
sc^bendo s^ y\ ep locu tencti de te® advct*' sui ca visi** celobftde 
P" g* die visi^* ancj^**" intret ca™ d) pmunir Abbm t ej** P^orein 
dom*^ 1 p° intr eccm*^ ad vigi" vl ad p^mam ut filii sui s' 
obodiat^ magf devote. Intfls g ca°* post Icom regie plecta 




igij 

sbjecta visitar 1 ea 3 iveBit corigeda zelo di 1 ordis ta in 
s^alib} q*^ in corpalib} emedar Ad h® g* vci ut actu visi'* 
pficia i vobis dia g*^tia dirigcte 1 q3 c ta form"' i liae pte 
hein*' mutada io 8**^gat cator % legat cora vobis Deifi pte**" 
carta visi" 1 lega' tuc plectf diffinib) legcdis dicat visitator. 
Ecee tmi vos audista bona inforc'^'om nob a scis pribj nris 
t^'dita q^'br nos T; vos hen/' pced^e i pnti visitacoe nra 1 io 
do* Abba debetf fres vros rogar ^cipe 1 moner ut ea q 
corigcda nov^int puplice t p'vati nob suggerant T; p(X)nant 89 
form"" cora nob lectam Postqj"" v^ Abbas fec^it nioicom sua 
Dicat visitator 1 nos autori*" pma q"" fugim' i hac pte vob 
oib) 1 sin* pcipim^ 1 hac pte i v'tute See obedi* q"^tin*> ve'iatc ad 
nos puplice i pVati d meW indicavitf facicd % ondatf ea q 
corigeda sut i raos"'no i spualib} 1, tcpalib) ta i capite q"" in 
nieb's ptestam' q3 vobis p pte nra 03 q'cq^* nobis earitatie 
RUggestu fu^it 1 ex bono spu pati sum * id effica** emedar p* 
Ds mistv"^erit gt"^ ia 1 ipi'' % ordis lionore aiarf vfarf salute 
paceq3 1 utilite3 oniu 1 cor Tue dicat visitator volum*' p*> ca" 
visitw^ officia 16 vos officiales sitf in officiis vris T: vos Por 

{videatf de Frib3 q* vadat nobiscu 1 p*' nova hebitf pliamctu 
nsup durate visitacoe res^vam** in man*^ nras pulsjieom ad 
j)*ma 1 ad ca™ 1 phibem** ne a'o Mo"'ch'* de ilonast^io se 
absentet sn licen"" nra spali T, a opus bonu incipe d3 cu orone 
ut fine meliore heat in effcu 16 ut piis act** nre visi'» meli** 
pspe"" dice** i p*n° veni cr spc pr nr ave et coltca Aceones 
nras Ic 
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De comissar 

Qfi comissari*^ viaitat dicat loq^'m'^ de ordie nro dem sbjugat 
Iti yos scitf ca} advet"* nri Veninms sv vocati sum*' ad mo"'- 
t^riu istud p coinissiom pris vri dni v} Abbis ttis loci S3 i pin** 
volu * q^ aiidiatf for"^m comissiois nre q**" ptca dicat comissar 
Ecee soeii vos audistf for*^m isli*^ comissiois admittitf ista 
comisso} T nos § ej*^ fi)r"'m q^b} annuetibus dicat comissari*^ 
s^gat cator \ legat for"'m visi>* Ic ut s**' De relaxacoe i>ene 
vt initiga'»o piiie Amice nos itellexim** ob q**"m ca) poit** es i 
pnia 1 sic dcm c nob mito h** patis ad istancia tii Abbis tui T; 

)tO 




suo pJiameto T; alibi sup jVore suppWe cantor succctor cclle- 
raris gbccllerar de spualib) T. tcpalib) 1 sup articles 9tetC in 
8c;pto visi'" P'orc sic alloquens. Dne Por tu es pclamat*' 
p eo q^ no fac f debitu officii tui c'ca ordie} obsvad Fres no 
sedet in clautro festivis dieb} T; aliis tepe Icois nee tu ad bo°» 
ex™ aliorf li" facis ut deberes. Silenciu in 4 locis p^ncipalib} 
no ol/svat*^ nee T in aliis locis T; tepib} debitf 1 ^cipue ad 
mesa. Fres no veniut ad '3viciu dnm 1 horas canoicas in eccia 
qtis sic deberet s} aliq» S3 absentat sepi*^ intendetes vagacoi ^ 
alii potacab} in ordinalf post copletorm T afi remanct % de 
vigiliis T: do copletor nee ea psolvut in iPmitoris tepe debito 
ut tencf No veniut ad (^fom oi septi"' n*^ celebrat missas suas 
eoit^ sic decet. Forma T; bi Bernardi pris nri i cantu 1 P*" 




oxcitar cantorc in ecctia 1 alios 9fres tuos ut dnu officiu cu 
tior 1 tremor inibi psolvant remissos sv negligetes 1 ca" 
pchiniar coriq^e T emcdar S5 ista no facf q^n vi*^ dissitas in 
pictin aie lue T: det'mentu no modicu rcligio*". Ilia que 
dixim*' p'ori t* T supp'ori iponim*' q3 no facedebitu tuu 
si( i.i^ (j'"ntQ ad obs'^vacias regiares i pp'a p* aut aliena q'^r q* 
<h*libar vol urn*' q^ vobis p vra necligccia sit facied eatf sessu 
11S3 in crastinu judiciQ exsp^'tantes. T'cia die dico a psidcto 
i)h(li**' expo'* (13 regia sbjugat loq'^m'^ de ordie nro % petita 
vcia a T'ore \ aliis pMie pclamatf dicat psedcs Diie P*or 
inlta fiiut t' ipoita hest^na die hie 1 ca** un magna penia} 
meruisti ex ordis rigor S3 mia moti volum*^ ad puS punico} 
olo ditl'err sb spo enicdacois us(]3 ad pxia) visi" i q"' si 
no inven'^im'' debita emedaeom i te T: in aliis n^ vobis 
ppoim*' oiider gro deceto 1 favor S3 cdstet vobis de cero S3 
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Btatuta ordis nri 003 rigore justicie q"" vos voluirt'^ obsvare T: 
id faciatf 01a T; sin^ bfi emedari T; eatf sessum Tuc dicat tri 
fros 1 filii 9sicPate atteci*' % videte q^'Ht ^nte} visi®' iiraj 
pfecin*' i vob 6i rigor ordis peit*^ ^misso pponiin"* n p nc 
ondor vobis so" gra} '\ favoe movedo % vitando? q tiii^ diim 
ofHcium devocoe debita psolvatf orom at} leccoi tepib) debitf 
insistatf Abbi vro '\ aliis sriorib} vris obediencia % reveiicia 
oxhibeatf caritate trnitatis % bonii pace ivice obsvado debetis 
insup vagaco} oioda evitar defcus vestros atq} necligecias 
emcdar ut s*^ gra} vobis tcaa in pnti visitacoe iveiam** i pxio 
advetii nro vos in vacua nttate*' recepisse Sup istf v** omcar 
ob^vad Fori 1 suppriori comittim^ vices nras ut faciat ista 
monicom nram ab oib} sb^vari. Nichil ad facied e ad Sus 
fti n* cu orone ut mor e visita®* nra} ftai^. Recomedam^ g 
vobis 1, oronib} vris statu 1 unitate eccie un^it capud ipi^ 
int»ucecu? diim si} Sumu pont cii toto clero s* fidetr 
adhereto ut sut cardenales Archiepi Epi Abbes Por^s cetij 
rectoi^s ac cura aiarf bntes pcipue g recomedo oroib} vris 
ordiej nrm Cisrcii cu oib} Slat '\ sbdit*' 1 eod 1 spalit domu 
vra} Mrna Ex-a* pte recomedo oroib} vris pspitate T; pace toci*^ 
X'anisSi T; spali? Reg % ppti Anglicani illust>ssimu p^ncipe 
Dfim nrm rege Diiaq} regina sesq} incolas Dnos % cocs h*^ 
?r % pcipue 6s Fudatoi^s pat^nos '\ biifactores nri ordis i coi 
30 recomedo oroib} vris 6s fideles vivos % defuctos 1 spalit 
aias dormieciu qui 1 p'gatorio dina mia^ pstolan'^ ut dot iit ds 
requie '\ giia} sepirna. 

Igit' aie istorf 1 aie patru nrorf matru fratu sororf 6niQq3 
pentu 1 bnfactorf n^no 1 omn fideliu defuctorf p di inia} i 
pace req^escat Vos ex pte Porf q* estf sacerdot celcbrabitis 
T; q'li} vrm celebrabit una missa p defuctf 1 q'li} vrm q* estis 
ex pte Abbis una missa de ba vgine Maria Recomedam'^ vos 
do fti mttu reg**"ciaiit vobis de mora nra T; ilia pace q^'m ds 
reliquit suis disciptis t""nsiens ex h® mudo ad pre} vobis 
^optam** 1 pax di q exsupat oe} ss" exultet I cordib} vris 
custodies corda vra % inteligecias vras nri si placeat T con- 
vent*^ nri 1 vris or6nib} cotidie memoratf Et ad dm sitf filii 1 
Fres Ki '\ bndicco Di oipotctf pris T; f. 'I s. s. descedat T; 
maneat sup vos in etnum amen. 

Q. Ricardus Dove Monachus 1 scolaris do Bukfast — R. D. 
M. de B. 
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THE 

CISTERCIAN HOUSES OF DEVON. 

Newenham. 



199. This Abbey was situatod in the parish of Axminster, 
at a short distance from the town. Founded by William de 
Mohun in 1245, the site of the Abbey was blessed, and the 
cemetery consecrated in the course of Uie following year. 

200. It is not my intention to write the history of this 
house. This has been already done by the late Mr. James 
Davidson, in a manner which leaves little further to be said, 
and to his Memoir I would refer my readers.* I intend only to 
print some unpublished documents relating to the Abbey and 
to certain ])roceedings of its inmates hitherto unknown. 

201. Tlio second Abbot was Henry de Persolte, and in 
the first year of liis abbacy a purchase of part of Shapwick 
was made of Henry de Burton and Mabilla his wife for a 
money consideration, the convent yielding in addition an- 
nually, on the Feast of the Nativity of St. John Baptist, a 
pair of white gloves. I give the original of the agreement 
entered into at Exeter on the Morrow of the Ascension, 1249. 
The payment appears to have been thirty marks, not thirty- 
five, as mentioned by Davidson, p. 158. 

Hec est finat concordia fca In Cur dni Begf apud Exoii Li 
C'*'8tino Asconsionis Dni Anno regni Regf Hen? fit Regf Joh 
Tricesimo ?cio Cora Ro^o de Tliurkelby Gilbto de Preston 
Magro Sim de Wauton ^ Johe de Cobbeh Justic Itinanf T 
aliis dni Regf fidet tuc ibi psentib} Int Henr Abbem de 
Ncwenh querl Henr de Burton 1 Mabit vx ei^ imped de vna 
Caruc t^re 1 dimid cu ptifi in Shepwj'kf . Unde plac War 
carte sum fuit in? eos in ead Cur Scilt qd pdci Henr 1 Mabit 
rec ^dcam tra cu ptin esse ius i^ius Abfcis 1 Ecctie sue de 
Neweham vt ilia q m Id Abbs 1 eccta sua pdca tint de dono 

* Tho History of Newenham Abbey, in the County of Devon, by James 
Daridflon. London and £xeter. 1843. 

U 
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pdcori Hen? 1 Mabit. Habenf 1 tenendf eid Abbi T. sacc 
suiHlecetie sue p<ice dopdets HeiirT Mabif^hedipius Mabit 
iiiipp Reddendo inde panii vtiu par albars CyrotLecarB ad 
NaEitate eci Joh Bapte p omi 'suJco 1 esaccone. Et pdci 
Henr T. Mabit "I hed ipiua Mabit War pdco Abbi T, suec suia 
1 ecetie sue pdce pdcam tram cu ptiB p pdcm suic cont"" 
omea hoies iinpp. Et p he rec w^ fine 'X concordia Idem 
Abfts dedit pdcis Hen? "l Mabii Triginia M'^rcaa argnti. 

Feet of Fines, Devon. Henry III. No. 446. 

202. The next is the abridgment of John Prinoo (the 
author of " The Worthies of Uevon," who was bom in the 
house at Newenham Abbey,) of die acoiunt of the ceremonies 
attending the laying the foundation stone of the church. 
Fiunoe lieads his abstracts, — 

ICarttB sequentet ob nimia proliritate abreviunt«r p J. P.] 

A" gratie 1254 Idus Septefii. positus est primus Lapis 
super Fundaraentu Eote B" Marie de Nyweham a ven'" viro 
I>no Reginaldo de Moun Fundatore ejusd abbathie; qui etia 
tres Pctras posuit, oruce signatas ; et quartani petram posuit 
Diius Wiitnius de Moun trater dioti Reginaldi; Quinta petra 
posuit Dnua Wymondus do Ralegh miles; et in secundo 
Aimo postea Dhus de Smaleridge. Posite sunt lie quinque 
jietre in honorc s" Trinital et b'" Marie Virginia et oium 
Sanctoni, p'sent tunc Diio Henrico tunc Abbate et omni 
Conveutu.--(Add. MSS. 28,t)4K, p. 370.) 

203. The date given in the following copy of the deed of 
Reginald de Mohun, directing that his body should be buried 
before the high altar in the Abbey Church of Neweuham, U 
djflerent from tliat in the copy relerrod to by Davidson, and 
it appears to vary in other partiaulars. — See Davidson, p. 35. 

Oibus s" Matris Ecte filijs &a. Regiii de Moun Miles Dnua 
de Dunaterre Salut in DBo Sempiter. Ati'ectione qua nos 
Nov™" versus Monaateriu de Nyweham Exoii Dioce3 quia 
nostra existit fiindat Abtem et Monaohos Ord. Cisl. ibide 
Deo ot Grloriose virg Marie famulantibus ex devotione gerimus 

psentibus, decTaramus, volentea Corpus noatru, cii ah eod 

Anima fiierit separata, in Ecta de Nyweiia ante majus altaro 
honoritice sepeliend legamus, et insuper espresso concedentas 
qd ubicuq, et quocunq, decesserim proterqua in Terra sancta 
p Heredes [vel3 Alios Amicos Execuf nostros Coi'pus nrum 
apud Nyweham Sepeliond deferatur. alioqui liceat memorato 
Abti et Monaohis qui p tempore in dioto Monasterio existunt 
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corpus nrum p se vel p certos nuntios ad hoc specialiter 
Deputatos requirerc et apud Nyweha deferre, vt p aliquos 
AmicorQ nrorum alibi (qa absit) humatu asset. In cujus rei 
testimon Sigillu meum apposuimus. Hijs Test Dno m&o de 
Moun, Wimondo de •Ralegh, Gen-asio de Horton tunc vicecom 
Devon, Jolle Arondell, Warino de Ralegh Militibus ; Witto 
de Bray^ Reginaldo de Bath, Gilb. de Castello^ Rado de 
Monte SoreU^ Rico de Membyiy^ Ada Hunt et alijs. Dal 
apud Dunstor iiij Kal. Jul. A^ D. 1255.— Ibid. p. 423. 

204. The record of the death of the founder follows : — 

A^ D\ 1257. 13 Kal. Feb. die Dommica in festo Storu 
Fabiani et Sebastiani Re^inaldus de Moun Dnus de Dun- 
storre et Fundator Abbathie de Nyweham via universe Cami^ 
ingressus est apud Torr in Com Devon. — Ibid. p. 371. 

205. The kindness of Mr. J. M. Davidson, the son of the 
historian of If ewenhaJtn, enables me to print a complete copy 
of the monkish rhymes in praise of Bishop Bronescombe 
with the original Latin extended* 

Plus de viro referam 
Qualiter et Nyweham 
Fovet et decorat 

Prout yobis dioere 

Possum necnon pandere 
Plurimum honorat. 

Ibi multum laboravit 

£t thesauros erogavit 

Eorum laboribus 

Quod nunc patet et patebit 
Gaudet homo que gaudebit 

Futuris temporibus. 

Primo sex altaria 
Per sua donaria 
Ibidem levavit 

Quse de Dei giatia 

Manu sua propria 
Post et dedicavit. 

Ex his autem senis aris 
Pars habet aquilonarie 
Temas iu basilica. 

Quorum sancto Gabrieli 

Cunctis angelisque celi 
Dedicatur unica. 
u2 
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Thomff magistri secanda 

Cujus luxic vita muada 

Gunctisque maitTribua 

Qui vi cmcis triumphalis 
Caput hortis infemalis 

TriTorunt sub pedibuB. 

SancUe quoque KaterinR 
Et virginibusque Bine 
Virili concubitu 

Ara tertja sancitur 

Dtia eiB et largitar 
Laus devoto spiritu. 

Alie quidem tres arte 

Latic nunc ad anguJare 

LocIb stant dividuis 

Quarum prima dedicatnr 
Johtioni qui plus amatur 

In Dei diacipuliB. 

Luca>, sanctoque Matthso, 

Et ei qucm signal leo, 

Cunctis et apostolis, 

QiioB gena Christiante legis 
Jusaifi p<£na summi Regis 

Habet pro didasculia. 

Anocc secundaque pin, 

Klatri scilicet Marin, 

Sancti^que conjugibus 

Qui per Duptialetn vitam 
Aulam ca:li concupiiam 

Hiibent pro laboribus. 

In hoDore Nicholai 

I'reca leni qui vult trahi 

Ad opem merentium 

Omniumque confessorum 
Qui fragrarunt in aniorem 

Slat altare tertium. 

Multa post ha;c fecit ibi, 

O tu lector, qua non tibi 

Modo recilantur ; 

Dicant hi de Nyweham 
Qui per Di:i gratiam 

Inde jam letanrur. 
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Igitur Yos Sancti Dei 
Subvenite, precor, ei 
Implorantes yeniam 

Qui no8 tantus sit honore 

£t pro Christo sic labcre 
In domo de Nyweham. 

Hinc vos qui de Nyweham 
Estis ut memoriam 
Praesulis habendo 

Deprecor ne taceat 

Vox laudis sed valeat 
Gratias agendo. 

Orantes cum credulis 
Pro salute prsesulis 
Vos qui via honorat 

Germiuat ut lilium 

Ante Dei filium 
Pro quo sic laborat. 

Pro Waltero confessore 
Mentis visu cordis ore 
RogatiSy carissimi. 

Ut in die mortis dirs 

Hunc dignetur custodire 
Filius altissimi. Amen. 

206. The following is the agreement with William de 
Staunton, permitting the monks to take stone from his quarry 
of Staunton, which was situated, it is stated, between the 
quarry of the monks of Ford and the grantor's arable land. 

Oibus x^ fid Sscn Scrip? visur vel Auditur Witts fit Witti de 
Stauton mit salut. Nov®*^ me dedisse et concesS Deo et b^* 
Marie et fabrice Bote in honor* eorund apud Nyweham incepte 
et Monachis ejusd Loci una Acram de Quarrarea mea de Staun- 
ton jacente inter Quarraria Monachoru de Forda et firam 
mea arabilem, et se extenden? ab oriente Longitudine 16 
pticaru, et in Latitud versus Austru 8 pticaru et adeo pro- 
fiinde sicut melius videretur expediro. Concessi etia p me 
dictis Monachis et ministris qd hab Liberu et idoneu ingress 
et egress p terram meam cu Carro et Carreta ad petru Ca- 
riand &c. Pro hac aute donationo et concessione dedere mihi 
Abbas et Convent de Nyweham septe marcas sterling prema- 
nibus &c In cujus rei testim p^nti Scripto simllu meu 
apposui. Testibus Dno Henr de Aulton, Dno Andrea Rec- 
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tore Ecte de Staunton Rofcto de Stannton fre ejus Rogfo de 
La Breclie, Diio Hug tunc Priore de Kewham et alijs. Dal 
monse Apr A". D*. 1279.— (Add. MSS. 28,649, p. 370.) 

207, The next document is of some interest. It is the 
record of a dispute between the Abbot of St. Michael's 
Mount, — not the Cornish, but the French Abbey, that of 
St. Michael " in periculo Marw," — and the Abbot of Newen- 
ham, as to rendering " aecta " in resiKwt of land in the manor 
of Yarcombe in the hundred of Axminster. Tlio verdict of 
the jury was in favour of the FrencJi abbot. WiUiam de 
Sabam, one of the justices itinerant, was a judge of the Court 
of King's Bench, William de Giselhani, whose name often 
appears in tlie legal records, was the King's advocate, the 
names of Attorney and Solicitor-General not having been 
adopted until the roign of Edward IV. In 1229 Giselham 
was appointed one of the Judges of the Common Pleas.* 

Ptita de Juratis 1 Asaisis Coram Salaih de Roffi T Sooiia 
Buis Justiciar ItiSantib} Apud Exon In Com Devoii In 
Octab Sci Martini Anno Regni R«g Edward! fil Reg Hen? 
Kono Incipient* Decimo. Boyiund, 

(T Abbaa aci Micfeis in picto mar sum ftilt ad respond Abbi 
de Neweham de ptito qd fac seotam ad hundrm suum de Ax- 
menystre q'm ad illud face debet 1c Et undo dicit qd quidam 
Galfra pdec suua fuit sea de pdca secta p man cuj^dam 
Thuratani Abftis de Monte sci Mictiia in picto mar pdec pdci 
Abbia de MaSiio de Yartekambe ut de trihua sepl in tres sepl 
ut de foodo % Jure tpe pacia tpe Drii H Reg para Drii Reg 
nuc capiendo inde explec ad valenc 1c Et qd tide sit Jus 1c 
off't Et Abbaa p Atorii auu ven Et defend Jna auu 1 seisi'm 

?dci Golfri 3(lec 1c Et totulc. Et pofi se in magnam assi"m 
)ni Rffc^ Et jie? rec fieri nf' ipe maj Jus ht tenendi 
pdcm m^iu auu de Yartekumbe ahaq^ hoc ^d alit^m s'tam ei 
faeiat p oodni ad hundredu ^dci Ahbis de Axemenystre aic 
tenet An idm Abhas de Neweh"ni hndi pdcam aectam de 
t )bus septa in trea septis 1c. Et ofi*t Dno Regi dimid marc 
C hnda meoe de Tpe Et Redpit' 1c. Et Witts de Radlegtl. 
Rads de Done. Rics Coffj-n 1 Rica de Hydofi q"tuor mihtea 
ven 1 eb'gut Istos scitt Hicm de Hydoii. Wiltm de Radlegh. 
Radm de Done Ricm CoffjTi Hugone de Radlegh Wiltra 
de Albemarle. Hen? de liadlegh Johem de Valle Torta 
de Cliat Witm Punchardon. Radm fit Riei Warinum de 
sicca viil Johem Punchardon Michem Trenchard Rogum 
* Foea, Jodgee of EngUnd, p, 301. 
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fit Pagan! Johm de Umftnivyt It Wiltm le Prouz, qui dnt 
sup sacrm suu qd pdSus Abbas de Monte sci Micbis in picto 
mar maj^ Jus bt tenendi ^dcm maniiu de Yattecombe absq^ 
pdca seeta faciend ad hundrm pdci Abfcis de Axemynstre 
de tribus sepKs in tres septim sic tenet q^^ ^dcs Abbas de 
Neweh*m fendi pdcam seetam ad hundrm suu ^cm de ?bus 
sept in tres sept Et I^o conff est qd Abbas de Monte sci 
Michis in picto mar 1 suec sui teneat ^dcm MaSiu de Yatte- 
combe absq^ ^dca secta faciend ad nundrm ^dcm q^ete de 
ddco Abbe de Neweh*m % succ suis inppet Et Abbas de 
lTeweh"m in mia Et Witts de Gyselh*m appon clam p dno 
Bege. 

Assize Roll Devon 1 1 Memb : 13-d. 

34 

208. In 1301-2 at the Cornish Assize at Launceston the 
Abbot was called upon to show by what authority he claimed 
to hold the hundred and bailiwick of Stratton. This is re- 
ferred to by Davidson, and I give the original entry from the 
Assize Roll. 

Placita de Jur T: assiff • • apud Lanceneton In Com Cor- 
nub In Octab sci Micfais Anno regni Regis Edwardi filij 
Regis Henr Tricesimo. 

jf Abbas de Niwenham sum fuit ad respond dno Regi quo 
waranto clamat bre hundredum 1 ballivam de feodo sine aliquo 
dando de hundredo de Stratton. Et Abbs per attorn suu 
ven Et dicit qd ipe Hb eius pdecessores sui a tempore quo no 
exstat memoria nabuerunt ^dcam ballivam 1 ea vsi fuerQt 
hucusque absq^ aliqua interrup%e. Et de hoc ponit se super 

{atriam. Et Job de Mutf * simitr In hundro nichil clamat. 
deo rem Regi. Juf quo ad ballivam ^cam dicunt sup 
sacrm suu qd ^cus Abbas Hb omes predec sui a tempe fun- 
dacois Abbathie sue Sdce 1 omes alij qui MaSium de Norton 
tenuerunt ante fundacoem pdcam buerunt ballivam '^^dcam 
T:c Ideo ^dcus Abbas inde sine die salvo Itc. 

M 

Assize Roll. J. l.m. 37. 

21 

209. The next, from the De Banco Roll, date 1317, refers 

* Joh*nes de MvLiford^ in other Fleas— -j'ui sequiturpro lUge. 
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to a elaim by tLi- Abbey against WiUiam Ge\, chaplain, for 
the payment of £20 dne &om him. 

Ptita apod Westm coram Wilts de Beresford 1 sociis suis 
Jostic Dni B^^ de Banco Tennlno Pasch anno regni Regis 
E. filii Regis £. decimo. 

De tribos s«ptiS Pasch. 

jT Esson AKtis de Kywynh^ op. se iiij. die versus WiSo 
Gel CapellaniJ de ptito qd reddat ei ^-iginti lib? quas ei debet 
1 injoste detinet '^c Et ipe no veB Et pc^ptu fuit %-ic qd sum 
eu 1c Et vie nich inde fecit set mand qd nicls het "Ic Et 
teslatu est hie qd satis het in eode Coin tuo Ic r*o sicut pus 
pceptu est vie qd snm eu 5d sit luc a die Sci Michis in xv 
dies 1c. De Banco Roll, Easter, 10 Edw. II. 

210. The next, 20 Edw. IL from the Pole Collections, 
refers to the gift of the T)-ntens, of lands in Sluipwick to the 
Abbey. See Davidson, p. 71. 

Oibus X" fidel. &c. Frater Johes de TVnten Abbas de 
Newebam et ejus Loci oonvenr ex una pte et Alicia de 
Tynten DSa de Colurj- (?) et Johea Tj-ntcn mil fil. ejos ex 
aft pte do terria in Shapwick in Man de Axmister D. DaE. 
A. R. R. E. a. R. E. 20, p. 56. Add. MSS. (B. M.) p. 381. 

211. I gi^-e the nest to preserve the names of the parties 
and of the witnesses. It is from the same source as the last. 
The Abbot is Walter de la Hone, the sixteenth abbot. 

Sciant &c. qd Ego Henricus de la Ford persona Eccles. de 
Meriet * dedi &c. Johi do Carrn mil omues tor meas quas habui 
in Ia Moore in poctiia de Louepntt In cujos test. &c. Sigillu 
meu apposni Teat. D" Waif Abbe de Newham Johe Franceis 
Witto tJphcy Johe de Greneway Dat apud Nyweham 27 
E. 3.— Ibid. p. 381. 

212. The next entry, from the De Banco Roll, relates to 

Stroceedings taken against Thomas Morton, a defaulting col- 
ector of the Abbey, who did not appear, and against whom 
judgment was given. 

Waltus atte Hone Abbaa de Nyweh'^m p Wiltm de Elle- 
worth at! Buu op. se iiij. die vsns Tliom de Mortoii de ptito 
qd reddat ei ronabilem compotu suu do t^mpe quo fiiit recep- 
tor dena? ipius Abbis 1 Jotus de Gayt^-ngton nup Abbis de 
Nyweham pdecessoris pdci Abbis 1c Et ipe no ven Et peec 

* Frobabl; Meniott, co, SometBet. 
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t vie q distr eu '\c Et vie modo mand qd nich het^E 1 o 
prec est vie qd cap oO 1c Et salus 1c Ita qd heat corpus 
eiua liic in Oetafc see Trinitat p Justic 1c Et vS 1c Ad que 
die vie no misit bro los'ic p'usprec estvic qdcap oii si1c Et 
saiuolc Ita qd tloat corpus eius hie in Oft«b sci Michis p 
Justic 1c.— De Banco Roll, Easter, 17 Edw. IIL memb. 18 d. 

213. A Mayor of Exeter is meutioned in the following 
entry relating to another debtor. 

Preceptu fuit vie qd corpus Henr de Lacy de coift 6Uo 
si laicus esaet capet et in p'sona Hegf saluo eustodiri fac donee 
Abbi de Nyweh"m de q'ndecim libr plone Rntisfec quas pdcus 
Henr p'mo die ffebruaf anno regni dni Ilecf niic Angt q'nto- 
decimo cora Henr de Huglieton nup maiore ciuital Exofi 1 
Roteto de Lucy tiie ctieo ad recogii debitor^ apud ExoB acci- 
pienit denutat recogS se debere i^dco Abbt et quas ei soluisse 
debuit ad fui sci Miehis Archangeli tuc px sequen et eas ei 
n&lu 1c Et quaUr 1c scire fac hie ad bOc die seiJf a die Pawhe 
in XV dies 1c Et vie mode maud qd ecpit corpus ^dci Henr 1 
illud ^uo 1 secur custod fae sedm tenore ftris 1c I^o pdcus 
Abbas heat inde bre p statut 1c Et qualit 1c vie scire fac hie 
in Octaft sci MioHis 1c Et v5 1c.— Ibid. memb. 49. 

214. Walter Bourdenile had neglected to furnish a proper 
account, and proceedings were taken against Iiim. 

Waltus Abbas do N\"iveham p Wittm de Ellewortli atl suu 
op. se iiij. die ?su8 Waltm Bourdenyle de piito qd redd ei 
ronabile compotu suu de tcmpe quo fiiit receptor denaf Johis 
nup Abbis de Nj-weham pdecesaoris ipius Walt! nuc Abbis de 
Nyweh'mic Et ipo no ven Et prec fiiitvic qil cap eu 1c Et 
vie modo mand qd no eat inuentr 1c Vo sic p'us prec est vie 
qd cap eu si 1c Et salun 1c Ita qd heat corpus eius hie a die 
see Tnitaiis in xv diesp Justic 1c Et vie sitlc. — Ibid. memb. 
161 d. 

215. Thomas Morton turns up again the following year 
ee 212], and Rol>ert Cayphas was ctdled upon to answer for 
le like neglects as Morton. 

Walftis atte Hone Abbas de Nyweham p Wiltm de Elle- 
worth aft sau op. se iiij die vsus Tlioin de Morton de ptito qd 
redd ei ronabilem compotu suu de tempe quo fuit receptor 
delta? ipius AblSis 1 Johis do Gaytyngton nup Abbis de 
Nvwoham pdecoasorj pdci Abbis 1c. Et ipe no ven pc fuit vie 
qa cap eum si 1c. Et vie modo mand qd no est inueu^ 1c l*o 
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nicut prius pc est vie qd cap eS si 1c. Etsaino 1c Ita qd heat 
cor|>us eius hie in Octab Sci Michis T,c. — Ibid. Easter, 18 
Edw. III. menib. 46. 

Walhis Abbas de Nywoham p Wiltm de Elleworth att snu 
op. SB iiij. die vans ItoMin Cayphaa de plito qd reddat ei 
ronabilc compotu suu do tempe quo ftiit receptor denar ipius 
Abbia 1c EtiBonoven Et precfuitvicqdeapoteulc Etvic 
iikhIo mand qdno est inuontusic I^o sic p'as prec est vie qd 
cap cu HJ 1c Et saluo 1c Ita qd beat corpus eius hie a die s^i 
Michis in xv dies 1c Et vie side.— Ibid. memb. 134. 

21fi, WiHiam Abraham, in 1343, was charged with stealing 
hay and rushes, and committing otiier depredations, and did 
not appear to defend liimself. 

Abbas de Nyweham p Wiltm do Elleworth att suu op. se 
iiij. die vsua Wiltm Abraham de ptito q'^e vi 1 armis cEauS 
ipiiis Abbis apud Axem3'nstre fregit 1 fenii 1 ruscos ad valenc 
quadrag libf ibidem inuenta cepit 1 asptauit 1 alia enormia ei 
intulit atl g^uo dampnii ipius Aobisl cont^ pace 1c Stipend 
von Etsic prius prec fuitvic qdcapeii 1c Et vie modo mand 
qd no est inuent^ 1c I*o sic piuf prec est vie qd cap eij si 1c 
Et f^aliio 1c Ita qd hoat corpus oius hie in Octabis sci MicHis 
1e Et vie sic 1c —Ibid. memb. 46d. 

217. The next is a comj)laint against the Convent. John 
at Sloo asserts that the Abbot and John Sangere Iiad deprived 
him of forty slicop, of tlio value of one hundred shilliugs. 

Ad Imc do Oetatt sci Hillar. 

Jf Johes atte Sloo op se iiij'" die Jsus Waltm Abbim de 
Nyweham 1 Jobem Sangere de ptito quare vi 1 armis qua- 
draginta oves ijSius Johis atte Sloo precij Centy solidori apud 
Houerigge inventas cepemnt 1 abduxeruiit 1 alia enormia ei 
intuloriit ad grave dampnQ ipius Jotiis atte Sloo 1 eontf pacem 
Regie Et ipi non von Et prec fuit vie qd distr oosic Et vie 
modo mand q<i Sdcus Abbas distr p ear ad valenc duodeii 
denar Et in p Johem Scot et Hcnr Dare I^o ipi in inia Et 
sicut prius proe est vie qd distr oii p oriies ?ras 1c Et qd de 
exit 1c Et qd hoat corpus eiua hie a die Pusehe in xv dies p 
Justicic Et de pdeo Johe Sangere mand vie qd nichil ttet 1c 
Vo prec est vie qd capiat eu si 1c Et salvo 1c Ita qd heat 
corpus eius hie ad Sfatn rmiii 1c Et vii 1c. — De Banco Roll, 
Hilary, 26 Edw. III. m. 21. 
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218. In the next the grievance is somewhat similar, but 
the Abbot is plaintiflF, not defendant. 

jf^Abbas de Nyweham p Johem de Cruk at? suu op. se iiij*** 
die vsus Ro^m de Cabus de Lym de ptito quare vi T; armis 
ducentos multones ipius Abbtis precij viginti libra apud 
Swapwyk inventos ccpit T: abduxit T; alia enormia ei intulit ad 
grave cfampnu ipius Abbtis % conf^ paeem Reg T;c Et ipe non 
ven Et sicut plur prec fuit vie qd eapet el si T:c Et salvo Ic 
Ita qd heret corpus eius hie ad huuc diem scitt in octabis sci 
hillar T:c Et vie mode mand qd non est inventus T:c nee aliquid 
het Ic Po prec est vie qd exigi fac eu de Com in Uom 
quousq^ scdm legem T; conS Ic vtJaget** si non compuJit Et si 
1c tuc eii cap T salvo '\c Ita qd heat corpus eius hie in Octabis 
sci Miehis Ic Et vnde Ic. — Ibid. m. 41. 

219. Here William Gilemyn is a defaulter in his accounts, 
and does not appear to justify himself. 

jf Johes Abbas de Nyweham p Johcm de Chudd atl suu 
op. se iiij. die versus Willm Gilemyn de ptito qd reddat ei 
ronabile compotu suu de tempo quo fiiit receptor denar 
Robti de Pebbesbury quoda Abbatis de Niweham pdecessoris 
p^dci Jollis Abbtis \c Et ipse no venit et fuit attach p Wittm 
de Trenant 1 Ricm de Trenant To ipi in mia Et pcept est 
vie qd distr eum p omes terr T;c Et qd de exitt T:c Et qd 
heat corpus eius hie In Octabis sci liillar Ic — Ibid, m, 33. 

220. William de Stamford, the executor of the will of 
Simon of Farham, sues the Abbot on behalf of himself and 
his co-executors for £12 stated to be due from the former to 
the estate. 

jf Witts de Staunford exec testi Simonis de flParnam p 
Thorn P*t att suu op. se iiij*" die vsus Abfeem de Nywenham 
de ptito qd reddat ei '\ Johi Descures Rado de Bereford 1 
Witto Dunmuire coexec pdci Witti de Staunford duodecim 
libr quas ei iniuste detinet Ic Et ipe non ven Et huit diem 
nuc liic posstq'^m compuit in Cur nic 1 cepit inde diem pee 
pciu Ic lo prec est vie qd distr eum p oes ftr Ic Et qd 
heat corp*' ei*^ hie in octabis Pur be Marie T:c. Et quia 
idci Johes Radus 1 Witts Dunmuire ad pxm diem compuerut 
lie 1 mode non secuntur T;c l6 pdcus Witts de Staunford 
sequat^ sine Ic — Ibid. m. 337. 

221. The next refers to another defaulting collector of some 
of the revenues of the Abbey. 

x2 
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jf Abbas de Neuwenbam p Joh«m de Ohuddelegh att su 
op. se iiij'" die vsub Walftim de Burdevill de ptito qd redd t 
ronabilem compotii suu de teinpe cmo fuit receptor denarior^ 
ipiuH Abbtis Ic Et ipo non vefi Et sicut pluf dJstf p cat ad 
%-iilonc duon aulidos Et Man p Wal?in de Bwlget T Johem 
de Kerle I6 ipi in mia Et sieut plur pceptu eat sic qd distr p 
ofnes ?r Ic Et qd de exit 1c Et qd heat corpas eiua bie a 
die Pasche in xv dies 1c Et vie" ait 1c — Idem. m. 263 d. 

222. In 1366-7 Richard Eraiiescombe, the Abbot, com- 
menced proceedings against several persons for entering bis 
land at Newenhara and cutting down and carrying away trees 
of the value of £20, and against William Constance for 
cutting down growing trees at Clocombe [ Valor Clokham] 
and digging atone at Foshole- 



fT Abbaa de Nywcnham p Johem Prestecoto atT sou op, ee 
iiij"' die vsus Robm Strange Joftem ffowel Johem Alhot 
Waltni West WiBm Bertelot "Wittm Conyng senior Mar^iam 
Haj-ward Mar^Iam Belle Johem iSoutb Ro«a Diegber Wittra 
Hemburv Jun Wiftm Hembnry senior Johem Duly mere 
Wittm Purs ad Pratenesse Johem Toterigge 1 Wallm 
Toterigge do ptito quare ipi simul cii WiHo Constance vi 1 
armis clausu ipiiia Abbis apud Nj-wenhani Park Jregimt 1 
arbores suas ad valenc ^^gi^ti libra^ ibidem nup crescent 
succiderunt 1 aaportaverunt 1 alia enormia ei intulernnt i ' 
g've dampnij ipina Abbis 1 contra pacem Reg 1c Et ipi non 
ven Et sicut pluf prec fiiit vie qd capet eos si 1c Et salvo 1c 
Ita qd heret coraa eia hie ad hunc diem scitt a die sci hillar 
in XV dies 1c Et vie modo mand qd non sunt invent Tc 15 
prec est vie qd eos de Com in Coin quosq, 1c ofnes pt«r pdce 
Mar^ia 1 Margia vtlagent" 1 pdce Mar^ia 1 Margia wai- 
vient*» si non 1c Et si 1c time eos capiat Et salvo 1c Ita 

J~i heat corpa eoa hie a die sci Michis in xv dies Et vn 1c— 
aid. 41 Edw. III. Hilary, m. 198. 

(]" Abbas de Newenbam p Johem Prestecote att suu op. se 
iiij'" die vsus Wittm Constance de ptito quare vi 1 armis 
elausu ipius Abbis apud Clocombe freg 1 arbores suas ibidem 
nup crescentes auccidit 1 in quarrera sua apud (Foxtinll fbdit . 
1 petras inde prectas ac arbores pdcas ad valejicia decern 
libra* cepit 1 asportavit 1 alia enormia 1c Et ipe non ven 
Et pc fuit vie qd distr eu 1c Et vie modo mand qd nichil het 
1c Is pc est vie qd capiat ou si 1c Et salvo 1c Ita qd heat 
corpus eius hie a die Paache in vnu Mensem p Justic 1c, — 
Ibid. m. 232 d. 
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223. Ill 1394, tlie Abbot, John Leggas, sued William, tbe 
Vicar of Asminster, for intruding upon his froe warren at 
Axmiiister witliout licence, and taking fish, harea, rabbits, 
pheasants, and partridges. 

Abboa do Newenham ^ att suu op, se iiij"" die vsus 
yiftm vicar ecctie de Axmynstre WiHm fit Johis Toker de 
CleyhiU 1 Jobem Blakeford de ptito quare vi T arinis libam 
warenni ipius Abbis apud Axmjnstro intraver 1, in ea sine 
lioenuia 1 voluntate sua fugaver '% in sepali uiscana sna ibid 
piBcati fuef 1 pisce inde ad Valencia vigmti libra^ ac lepores 
cuniclos phaslanoa 1 pdricea de warenna pdca cepunt 1 aspor- 
taver 1 alia enormia IE ^ cont' pacem Regis Ic Et ipi non 
ven Et prec fiiit vie qd attach eos Et vie modo mand qd 
nichil heat l6 prec est vie qd capiat eos si Ic Ita qd heat 
corpora eo» hie a die Pasche in xv dies Ic ad quem diem vie 
non mis bre l5 sicut prius capianf* qil sint hie in Oetab sci 
Miohis.— De Banco Roll 18 Ric. II. Hilary m. 46d. 

224. The following are records of similar proceedings to 
those already mentioned : — 

([■ Abbas de Newenham p Johem Deimyng att suu op. es 
iiij'" die vsua llogum Carter cticmn de ptito quare vi T armis 
clausu ipius Abbis apud Newenham fregit et arbores suiu 
ibm nup croBcentes ad valeuc decern libraa succidit 1 aspor- 
tavit 1 blada '\ heibam sua ibidem nap crescencia ad valeuc 
Centu Bolidoi cu quibuada aVijs depastus fuit eoneulcavit ^ 
consumpsitT; alia enormia Ic ad grave dampnii T.c et cont" 
Micem Ilegia T.c Et ipe non veii Et prec fuit vie qd capet eu 
Et vie modo mand qd non est inventus Ic lo sicut prius prec 
est vie qd capiat eu site Etaalvolc Ita qd heat corpus eius 
hie a die Pasche in tres septtmanas 1c. — Ibid. M. 202d. 

If Witts Lango de Axmj-nstre p Thomara Brokhampton att 
suu op, ae iiij'" die Vans Abfcm de Newenham de ptito 3d 
reddaf ei decern libraa Et vsus Johem Ryde de Colyford de 

Stito qd reddat ei centiiDi solidos quos ei debent \ iniuste 
etinent 1c Et ipi non ven Etaumic Judm attach qd sint 
bic a die Pasche in tres septimanas 1c. — Ibid. m. 217a, 

225. The next appears to be a record of the freali proeeed- 
inga in the protracted litigation between Thomas Carew, on 
the doatli of Robert Grjineston in 1401, and the Convent, with 
re8i)ect to tJie right of presentation to the Church of Luppiu 
Set) Davidson, p. 75 et seg. 
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f[ Thomas Carreu Oliivaler p attorn suii op se iiij" die 
VBUS Joliem Abbein de Nyweham 1 Vincencium atte Hille 
Gapcttiu de ptito qd pmittant ipm preaentare idoneam paoiiam 
ad occtiam de Lovepitte quo vacat T: ad suam speetat dona- 
coom Ic Et ipi noii von Et huerunt inde diem p essoii suos 
hie vsq, ad hunc diora Ic I6 prec est vie qd distr eos p omes 
Pros Ic Et quwl heat coroa e(« hie in Octab Bci Michis 1c. — 
De Banco Roll 1 Honry IV. Trimty. m. (Id. 

22U. The following year we iiave some further entries. In 
tho second Tlioinas Carcw is still pursuing his action against 
the Convent, Hia proceedings were ultimately unsuccessful. 

ff Jacobus Cliuddolegh Miles p attorn suii op. se iiij^ die 
VSU3 Ricm Abbem de Dunkeswell "I Joheni Abbeni do Ny- 
wenliain do pHto qd vtq^ eof roddat ei viginti libras quas ei 
debet 1 iniuste dotinet ^c Et ipe uon veii Et prec fuit vie 
qd Attach eos "^c Et vie modo mand quod v?q, ooi Attach 
est }? Johem Holme % Thomam fforster lo ipi in mia 1c 
Et proc est vie qd distr eos p omncs tras 1c Et qd de exit 
1c Et ijd heat corpa eoa hie A de sci Michis in xv dies 1c — 
De Banco lioll, 2 Henry IV. Trinity, m. 176d. 

(T Jur* int' Tlioiuam Carreu Chivalor querl Johem Abhem 
de Nyweliaiu <Io ptito quare impodlt ponit"" in re^cm hie 
visq, a die sci Michis in xv dies Nisi Justic dni Regis ad 
assTas in Coin pdco ca[>ieud assigii p formam statuti 1c die 
vonlia pi po.st fm Soi Jacobi Apli apud Exoii prius venlint p 
defcu Juf quia null vcri lo vie heat eorpa 1c. — Ibid. m. 
319d. 

227. An account of a daring deed is preserved in the next 
extract from the De Banco Roll. Thomas Usher and others 
ap]iear to havo takon tho Abbot, Leonard Houndalre, prisoner 
an 1 carried him from Newoaham to Bykele, ami also detained 
his goods and chattels to the value of £40. The defendants 
did not put in an appearance. 

H" Abbas de Nywonliam p attorii suu op. se iiij'" die vsus 
Thoin Ussher Ricm Tn-st 1 Radni Paym de Colmpton de 
ptiti> quare ipi siinl cii Joho Prentys de Hom'ton Reginaldo 
Baker do liradciiynchc 1 Johe Vautartl de Clyst vi 1 armis 
ipm Ahbt^-'ni apud Nywenham ceperunt 1 ipm abinde us^ 
Bykele duxcrunt 1 ipm imprisonaverunt 1 male traotaverunt 
1 ipm sic in prisona ibm quousq, idem Abbas finem p decern 
libras p dclihacone sua honda cii pfat Thoma Rira Rado 
Joho Lleginaldo 1 Jofio fecisset dotinuerunt 1 bona 1 eatalla 
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8ua ad valenc quadraginta libraj^ apud pdcam villain de 
Nywenham inventa ceperunt ^ asportaveruiit Et alia enor- 
mia '\c ad g'^vo dampnu Ic Et cont*^ pacem Regf 1c Et 
ipi non ven Et sicut pliir prec fuit vie qd capet eos T;c Et 
vie modo mand qd non sunt invent! T;c Id sicut plur capiant' 
Ita qd sint hie a die sci Michis in xv dies p justic T^c. — De 
Banco Roll, 5 Henry IV. Trinity, m. 307. 

228. The following relate to other legal proceedings, and 
sufficiently describe tliemselves. The tliird shows that the 
Abbot was a receiver for the Prince of Wales, probably of 
the revenues of the Duchy of Cornwall. 

(f Abbas de Nywenham p attorn suu op. se iiij*® die vsus 
Ricm Trist de pHto quare cum do |eoi consilio regni Beg 
Angt pvisum sit qd non liceat alicui vastum vcndiffiem sen 
destrucffiem face de tris domib) boscis sou gardinis sibi 
dimissis ad ?min vite vel annex idem Ricus de domib} boscis 
1 gardinis in Tuddeheys que Rieus Excestre nup Abbas de 
Nywenham pdecessor pdci nunc Abbis pfato Rico dimisit ad 
tmin anno^ fecit vastum vendicoem T^ destruccoem ad ex- 
tiedacoem ecclie ipius Abbtis be Marie de Nj'wenham T: cent"" 
forma pvisionis pace Et ijie non ven Et attach est p Jobem 
Mey T: Ricm Mason I'o ipi in mia Et prec est vie qd distr 
eu p omes ft-as 1c Et qd de exit T:c Et qd heat corpus eius 
hie a die sci Michis in vnu Mensem 1c. — De Banco Roll, 
8 Hen. IV. Trinity, m. 79. 

jf Johes Palmer de Brydport d attorn suu op. se iiij^° die 
vsus Leonardu Abbem de Newennam de ptito quod reddat ei 
quadraginta solidos Et vsus Aliciam que fuit vx Johis Cole 
cie Southmolton de ptito qd reddat ei decem marcas Et vsus 
Stephm Burdescombe de ptito qd reddat ei quadraginta soli- 
dos quos ei debent 1 iniuste cletinent Et ipi non ven Et 
prec fuit vie qd sum eos 1c Et vie mand qd pdcus Abbas 
sum est Judm attach qd sit hie in Octabis sci Michis Et de 
pdcis Alicia 1 Stepho mand vie qd nichil hent 1c I'o 
capiant"" qd sunt hie ad pfat tmiri p Justic 1c ad quem vie 
non mis bre I'o pdcus Abbas sicut prius et pdci Alicia 1 
Steptius sicut prius [to Hil. then to Easter.] — Ibid. m. 433 d. 

jf Henr Princeps Watt p attorn suu op. se iiij*** die vsus 
Abbem de Newennam de plito qd reddat ei ronabilem compotu 
suu de tempore quo fuit receptor denar ipius Principis Et 
ipe non ven Et sum 1c Judm attach qd sit hie a die sci 
Michis in tres septias 1c. — Ibid. m. 527 d. 
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(f Jur^ in? Jotiem Calmadj'a in ppria psoas sna que? et 
Leonardo Abfcem de Neweham de plilo r'nsgr ponit'^ in 
respcm coram Dfio Rege vsq, in (> stino sci Jnhis Bapfe 
vbicijq, 1c p defcu Jur Quia nuUos Ic i'o vie Iseat corpa 1c 
Idem dies dat est ptib^ Bdcis 1c, 

(f Jur"" in? Ricm Calmadya in ppria psona ena quer' et 
Loonardu Abfiem de Newoham Michm the Abbotes sorrant of 
Neweliam 1 Thomam the Abbotes servant of Neweliam de 
pKto f^nsOT poit^ in respcm coram Dno Rage vsq, in C^stino 
Bci Johia Bap?e vbicOif, 1c p delcu JuJ Quia nnllus 1c I'o 
v^c heat eorp IE Idem dies datun eat ptib} pdcis 1c. — Coram 
Rege Roll. Ea.ster, 11 Henry IV. m. 8d. 

jf Abbas de Newenham qui tam p dno Rege q*'m p xe ipo 
sequii"" p aXi suu op, so Jilj'" die vsua Jokem Colewille de 
piito contemptus 1 t""nBgf cont'^ forma statutd de ^vientibj 
nup oditi et ipe non ven et Sceptum fuit vie qd eapet eu et 
vie rctorii qd ipe non est invent 1c I'o [Jceptij est vie qd 
Exigi fac eii de Coin in Coin quousq, 1c vtlaget ai non 1c et 
si 1c tunc eum capiat Et salvo 1c Ita qd heat corpus eiua 
Cora dno Rege in Craalino Pnf te Marie vbic-iiqj 1c Et vnde 
a die Paache in xv dies. — Ibid, m. 8d, 

229. The first of the last three documents I am able to 
quote allows that the Abbey had property upon the water as 
well as on the land, the Abbot of AblMtabury, in the county of 
Dorset, and others, being charged with having taken a sJiip 
the property of tlie Monks of Newenham. Nicholas Wyse- 
beche, the Abbot, appeared at Exeter in person to support the 
complaint. 

ff" Nichus Abbas de Nyweliam in ppria psona sua op. se 
iiij'" die ^sus Robtin Abbem de Abbotysbury in Coin DorS 
Radm Cokwyll do Abbotysbury in pdco Corn DorS yoman 
Jofiem Walsne de Dorchester in eodem Corii DorS yoman 
Ricm Hillo de Waymouth in ^dco Coin DorS yoman Wittm 
Sandwjche de Setoil in pdco Com Devon yoman de pllto 
quare vi 1 armia quandam navem ipius Nicfei Abbis procij 
quadraginta libraj apud Sctoii inven! ceperunt 1 abduxonint 
1 alia enormia 1c Ad g""ve dampnu 1c Et cont'^ pace Keg 
"tc Et ipi non veri Et prec fmt vie qd attach eos 1c m 
\-ic mode manS qd quiJibet eoa attach eat p Ricm ffoys 1 
Johem Gyon I'o ipi in ifiia I o prec est vie qd diatf eos p 
orae& tras 1c Et qd de exit 1c Et qd heat corpora eos hie 
8 die ace Trinitatis in xv dies 1c [Further jiostponed to 
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Mich., Hil., Easter, and Mich, following.] — Do Banco Roll. 
(5 Henry V. Easter, m. 248. 

jf Nichus Abbas do Nywcham p Johem Trelay att suu op. 
se iiij*** die 9sus Wittm tfrankoleyn do Setoii in Com Sdco 
Bocher de plito quare vi 1 armis bona T: catalla ipius Abbtis 
ad valenciam centu solidoa apud Bero inventa cepit T^ aspor- 
tavit Et alia enormia Htc ad g'^ve dampnu ^c Et cont"" 
[)acem Ic Et ipe non ven Et sicut plur prec fuit vie qd 
capet eum si T,c Et salvo 1c Ita qd heret corpus oius hie 
ad hunc diem scitt a die Pasche in xv dies Et vie niodo 
mand qd non est inventus 1c Fo prec est vie qd exigi fac 
eura de Com in Com quousq^ 1c vtlaget"^si non Ic Et si 1c 
tunc eum capiat Et salvo 1c Ita qd heat corpus eius hie in 
crastino aiai Et vnde. — Ibid. m. 269d. 

(f Walrus Cook cticus in pp'a psona sua op se iiij^ die 
vsus Nichm Abbem de Nywonham in com pdco de ptito qd 
reddat ei centum solidos Et vsus Adam Geraunt de Axe- 
mynstr in eodem com Husbondman 1 Joliannam vxJem eius 
de plito qd re<ldant ei centu solidos quos ei debent 1 iniuste 
detinent 1c Et ipi non ven Et prec fuit vie qd attach eos 1c 
Et vie modo mand qd uVq^ eo^ attach est p llicm Broun 1 
Johem Coll To ipi in fhia 1c Et prec est vie qd distr eos p 
omes ?ras 1c Et qd de exit 1c Et qd heat corpora eos hie 
in Octabis see Trinitatis 1c. — Ibid. m. 271. 

(f Johes Cole in ppria psona sua op se iiij*° die vsus Nichm 
Abbem de Nywenham in com pdco de ptito qd reddat ei 
octo libras 1 duodccim solidos Et vsus Leonardii Abbem de 
ClyfF in com SomS de pHto qd reddat ei octo libras 1 decern 
solidos Et vsus Johem Parys de Dertemouth in com Devon 
mercatorem de ptito qd reddat ei octo marcas Et vsus Kicm 
Worthy de Dertemouth in eodem com Devon Bocher de 
ptito qd reddat ei quadraginta 1 sex solidos 1 octo denar Et 
Vsus Johem Broun de Wyke in pdco com Soms husbondman 
[qdj reddat ei quadraginta solidos quos ei debent 1 iniuste 
detinent 1c Et ipi non ven Et prec fuit vie qd distr pdcos 
Abbem de Nywenham 1 Abbem de Clyff 1 Johem Parys Et 
eciam sicut prius qd capet pdcos Ricm 1 Johem Broun 1c 
Et vie modo mand qd vVq^ pdcox Abbtum distr est p catalla 
ad valenc quadraginta denar Et vta eoj^ ni p Iticm Poyer 
Johem Waye Johem Treysewe 1 Henrieu Wave I'o ipi in 
mia Et sicut prius prec est vie qd distr eos p omes ?ras 1c 
Et qd do exit 1c Et qd tieat corpora cos hie a die see 

Y 
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Trinitatia in sv dies Et de pdco Jo6o Parys miuid vie qd 
nichil hut 1c Et de ^deia Rico 1 Johe Broun maud vie qd 
non sunt invent T.c I'o pdcus JoJles Parja capiat"* et eciam 
HJeut plnr pdci Ricns Broun capiant"" Ita qd sint liie ad pfiitu 
tmiii 1c Ad que die vie non misit bfe T,c I'o sicut plur pdci 
Abbes dist? 1c [for Mich term, then in Hilary term all tlie 
defendants to be hero].— Ibid. m. 329 d. 

230. Tlie arms of the Abbey were apparently tliose of the 
founder Do Mohuu. The common seal was the Blessed 
Virgin seated, with the Holy Child, under a canopy, with 
sliieltis on each side, — one bearing; the engrailed cross of 
Mohun, the other the Maunche. The legend is i. C0^ 
VBNCU* ia<»Na£eEU» SE ^-^HSGnaB' Three of the 
Abbot's seals are mentioned aud described by Davidson, 
,.. 87. 

231. For a description of the remains of the buildings I 
must refer my readers to the History of Mr. Davidson, to 
which work my paper is only supplemental. The monastic 
buildings were on the south side of the church, and probably 
the whole ground-plan could be traced by excavation. Of 
the magnificent church, neai'Iy three hundred feet in length, 
within the walls of which the bodies of many distinguished 
persons were laid, not a vestige remains above the ground, 
and the otlier scanty remains ara gradually disappearing. 
The east end of the building, with the Early English triplet 
light, of which Mr, Davidson gives an engraving, has now 
fallen. The little stream, tlic invariable accompaniment of 
a Cistercian abbey, sometimes overflows its banks, and washes 
out from the adjoining soil human bones, indicating the site 
of the monks' cemetery. No crime of ita inmates, no con- 
piracy against the common weal, brought the stately honse 
of Newenham tliua low. The pension list attests that tlie 
abbot and his monks were honest and of good conversation, 
and they and their property but shared tlio common fato of 
thousands as guiltless as themselves. 

232. The evidence for the history of this heuse is full and 
interesting. The cartulary and some of the original books 
of the Abbey are in existence. They are referred to by 
Mr. Davidson and fully described, and Dr. Oliver prints in the 
appendix to his notice in tlie Monasticon Devonienaia some 
interesting documents. 
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APPENDIX. 



List op the Abbots of Newenham. 



Names. 



John Godard . . . . 
Henry de Persolte, or Spersholte 
John de Ponte Robert! 
Geoffry de Blanchvillo 
Hugh dc Cokeswell 
John dc Northampton 
William de Cornubia 
Richard de Chichester 
Richard de Pedirton 
William de Fria 
Richard de Pedirton, again 
Ralph de Shapwick . 
Robert de Pupplisbary 
John de Cokiswille . 
John de Geytyngton 
Walter de la Hone . 
Richard Branescombe 
John Legga's . 
Leonard Houndalre. 
Nicholas Wysebeche 
Trystram Crucherne 
William Hunteford 
John ? 

John Ellys 

John Ilmynster, alias Cabell 
Richard Gyll . 




1246-1248 
1248-1250 
1250-1252 
1252-1262 
1262-1265 
1265-1272 
1272-1288 
1288-1293 
1293-1297 
1297-1303 
1303-1304 
1304-1314 
1314-1321 
1321 1324 
1324 1338 
1338-1361 
1361-1391 
1391-1402 
1402-1413 
1413-1431 
1431-1456 
1456- ? 

? 1512 
1512-1525 
1525-1530 
1530-1539 



Authorities. 



Tol347thechartulary 
of the Abbey com- 
piled in the abbacy of 
Walter de la Houe. 



Davidson, 
Oliver's Monasticon, 
the Bishops' Regis- 
ters, &c.,&c , are the 
anthorities for the 
names and times of 
election of the suc- 
ceeding Abbots. 
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CISTERCIAN HOUSES OF DEVON. 

DUNKESWELL. 



233. Dunkeswell Abbey, one of the tliree Cistercian liouses, 
the others being Newenliam and Ford, situated within a 
comparatively short distance of one another in the east of 
the county, has but a meagre liistory. Founded in 1201, by 
the piety of William Lord Briwcre or Bruere, it flourished 
for nearly three hundred and fifty years. 

234. In 1199 William Briwere jmrchased the manor of 
Dunkeswell of Henry de la Pomeroy, which purchase was 
confirmed by King John at York, 28th March, in the first 
year of his reign. There seems however some little confusion 
here, for the property formerly belonged to William Fitz- 
william, who was compelled by his necessities* to borrow 
money of a Jew and mortgage Dunkeswell manor. It is 
said that William Briwere redeemed the land from the Jew, 
but the evidence offered by the confirmation charter of King 
John above mentioned contradicts this. 

235. Early in the new c<?ntury the new Abbey was founded, 
— Dunkewelle fundata est, say the Annals of Waverley,t and 
by a deed dated at Southampton on 13th April, in the 
seventh year of his reign, King John confirmed the lands 
the donation of William Briwere, as well as those the gifts of 
others. 

236. The gifts of William Briwere were all his lands in 
Doneke-wcll and Wolford and the advowsons of the churches 
there ; the abbot and convent of Ford gave their right in 
Biwood; Richard de Hydon all his land in Bureheghe; 
Richard de Treminett all his land in Bautescnapp ; William 
de Pynn all his land in Bautescnapj) ; John de Thoriton a 
ferling of land in Stenetewde ; Ivo Fitz- Allen the manor of 
Sobbecumbc ; Richard de Manneslev a tenement in La 
Cumba [Marlecombe] ; Thomas de Duna all his land in 

• Lysons' Devon, p. 170. 

f Ann. Wavcrleia, Ann. Monast. toI. ii. p. 253. 
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Uggaton, and a tenement in Codeford ; Philip de QaMsden 
H ferling of land in Uggaton (this was a purcliase) ; Robert 
Fitzanne all his right in the tenement of L}'nor and Bywood; 
and Urselhis Fitzwilliam his right in the same tenements, 

237. Ill the 1 1th yeai- of tLe succeeding monarch, Heniy 
III., we have a further confirmation of the possessions of the 
Abhey, from which we find that the founder and others had 
bestowed fiirther gifts upon the house. Besides the lands of 
Dunkeswell and Wolford, Briwere liad given it all his lands 
in tlie manor of Ufculme, witli tlie mill there, and the monks 
of Ford liod bestowed upon tlieir newly settled brethren, 
besides Biwood, all tlieir lands in Boleham, Freschic, Boc- 
land, Lodreford, and Hickersdon; Robert, the nephew of 
Robert le Goiz, his right in Ljnior, and Avicia de Duu her 
land at Hoked. 

238. It is easy to understand the gifts of the Cistercians of 
Ford, for Dunkeswell was her daughter, the now Abbey 
having been colonised by monks from the house of the founda- 
tion of Adelicia de Brioniis. 

239. The powertiil founder selected Dunkeswell as the 
place of his interment, passing by the other religious founda- 
tions which owed their asistenee to hia bounty, and there 
in the year 1227, in the choir of the Abbey church, his body 
was laid. It is supposed that his lady was also buried there, 
for a short time since two atone coffins, covered with plain 
slabs of Purbeck, were found, each eontaining a skeleton, one 
of a man, the other of a woman. In all probability these 
were the bones of Lord Briwere and his wife, thus disturbed 
after a period of nearly six hundred and fifty years. All the 
bones were placed in one of the coffins and reinterred; the 
other coffin still remains above the ground, and may be seen 
under the south-east wall of the present churchyard nf 
Dunkeswell Abbey. 

240. We have but few documents illustrative of the history 
of Dunkeswell. The course of Us existence appears to have 
been uneventful. We do not even know who the first abbot 
was, anil tlie names of his immediate successors arc wanting, 
but I am able to furnish the name of an abbot earlier than 
any yet recorded. This is Richard, who in 1228 bought of 
Richard de Cruea three hundred and sixty-eight acres of land 
in Goleton. 

Hec est final concordia fca in Curia Dni Reg apd Exoh 
die Bci Jacob Apti Anno Regil Reg Henf fit Reg JoUa 
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Duodecim. Cora Thorn de Muletoii Robto de Lexinton Had 
Musard Jofee de Baioc 1 Jordan Oliv Justic ItiSantib} '\ 
aliis dni Reg fidelibj ^c ibi psentibj. Int Bic do Crues petente 
T; Ricard Abbem de Donekf will Tenentc de Tricen? 1 sexa- 
ffinta T; octo acris ?ro cii ptin in Coleton. Ufi placi? fuit 
inreos i ^fata Curia, Scit qa pdcs Ric remisit 1 q»et clamavit 
do se ^ hedibj^ suis Ipi Abbati % successorib) suis 1 Ecetie 
sue de Donekfwitt in ppetuu. Totu Jus T^ clamiu quod habuit 
in tola pdca ?ra cu ptin. Et p h"" remissioc q'eta elamacia 
fine 1 cocordia Ide Abbas dedit pdoj Ric q^nq^m arc argiiti. 
— Feet of Fines, Henry III. Devon, No. 83. 

241. Tlie next Abbot of whom we have any mention is 
Ralph, Vir quidem mornm gravitate ac sapientUe fulgore non 
mediocriter adornatna. He it was probably who obtained, in 
1242, Sept. 21st, from the nephew of the founder, William 
Briwero Bishoj) of Exeter, an appropriation of the emolu- 
ments of the parish church of Dunkeswell, and a few days 
afterwards, 30th Sept., the Bishop gave to the Abbey the ad- 
vowson and revenues of another church dedicated to St. David, 
and called Doddington, which cannot now be traced. In 1251 
Ralph, who had been a monk of Tintem, was appointed Ab- 
bot of Wavorley, in Surrey, and left» the banks of the Culme 
for those of the Wev. He succeeded on the death of 
Abbot Walter GifFard, the lOtli Abbot, in 1252. The Annals 
of Waverley say: — " Litem dominicalibus B. dies Paschae 
svi. Kal. Maii. Eodem anno dominus Radulphus monachus 
Sancte Maria; de Waverleia, qui quondam abbati zavcrat in 
domo de Tinterna, electus est in abbatem de Donekwell : vir 
quidem morum gravitate ac sapientias fulgore non mediocriter 
adomatus." — Ann. Wav. p. 336. 

242. Ralph was succeeded by Thomas, whoso name occurs 
as early as 1253. In 1259, Dec. 5th, I3ishop Bronescombc 
dedicated a new parish church at Dunkeswell. In tlie follow- 
ing February ho issued a decree with reference to the church 
of Do<ldeton, the font and bells of which had been removed, 
and the building altogether disused for divine service^ The 
Abbot and convent were cited to appear, and admitting the 
facts, submitted themselves to the Bishop's directions, which 
were that the church should be re-o])ened and daily service 
said therein. During the rule of this Abbot he greatly in- 
creased the possessions of the convent by exchanges and 
dealings with the Prior of St John of Jerusalem. 
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243. Between Tliomas and Jolm tlie next Abbot, according 
to Oliver, is a long lapse of time, and there is little doubt but 
that the names of some intermediate Abbots are wanting. I 
am able to furnish some information as to what took place in 
connection with the house during this period, but un- 
fortunately the names of the Abbots mentioned are not given. 
The first is from the Hundred Roll, the jury finding that the 
Abbey held the manor of Broadhembury, in the Roll called 
^^de'Hambiri." 

Hoc est veredcm Hundr de Harrig. 
Henr de Kyngesford. Johes Norman. RoMs de ClifFewilmo. 
Rics do la Forde. Walts de Ba. Witts le Engleys. Witts de 
Godeford. Petrus de Fonte. Phs de Siccavilla. Rogs de la 
More. Drogo de Foforde, T Robfs le Engleys duodecim Jur 
de Harrigg dnt sup sacrm suum quod ♦ * ♦ 

* « « • • « • 

Km dnt Tjd Abbus de Donkeswille tenet manlium de Hambiri 
• a quondam ptinebat ad baroniam de Toritone In tpe Witti 

de Toritone Qui Witts dedit dcm manlium cu suis ptinenc 
Witto Briwere T idem Wittus Briwere dedit dcm mafiium 
dco Abbati de Donkeswille in lifeam % ppetuam elemosiam. 

jT Et Idern^ Abbas ht furc""s ass**" panis % cvisie ptinen? ad 
ad pdcm maniu suu de Hambir ex antiq*' 1 ex c'firmacone 
dni reg Johis T dni rcg. H. pris reg qui nunc est Et dna 
Amicia comitissa dcvonio ht furcas « * * * 

— Exchecjuer, Treasure of Receipt. Hundred Rolls ; Devon, 
Ko. 18. 

244. From the Coroner's Roll I am able to refer to what 
ai)pear to be important ))fooeediiigs taken by the Abbot against 
certain persons who had wrongfully entered u])on the manor 
of Hakcpenne, and ejected the monks and conversi belonging 
to the abbey who happened to be there. 

Jf Johs de Cogan Thorn filius ejus Phus de Cogan T; Robts 
de Stolkeye Johs Comyn Ricus de la Huft Eusths le Hey- 
ward Robts le Selcr de Ofcomt Rogs de la Forde W^ittus le 
Turner Rics de la more Johs Boneweye Watts Hogh Witt's 
le Hauekor * Johs Evercdd Ricus le Bakere Witts Scribi 1 
Robts Seotte attach fuerut ad res})ond Atebti de Donekeswell 
de plito (piar ipi simt cu Robto le Hunte Gilbto Hereward Hi 
aliis malefactorib} ignotismaiiiuipius Abbtis apud Hakepenne 
vi et armis ingressi domos suas ibidm fregunt 4 furcas ejusdfn 

* Hawker elsewhere. 
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AHStis in solo suo pp*o ibidm juxta libtates Abbatib} ejusclm 
loci p pgenitor regis concessas ut dicit' levatus noctan? 
pst%Qt asptavut 1 cobusserut T: monacoa coii9sos abbath 
I^dce ibidih inventos inde ejecrunt in ipius Ablitis dapnu 
gravissimu % cont** pace Ic Et uiide iam Abbas qucr' qd 
pdci Jofes ^ alii simul cu pdcis liobto le Hunte Gilbto Here- 
ward ^ aliis malefaetorib) ignotis in vigilia scos innocenciu 
Anno r Drii Regis nunc vicesimo septimo Mafiiu pdcm ipius 
AHStis de Hakepenne vi T; armis ingresf^si domos suas ibidni 
frecunt '\ fureas eiusdin Abba?' jux"' libtates pdcas 1c ibidni 
lovatas noctant pst%ut T: illas asptavut usq^ manliu pdci 
Johis de Cogan de Ofcomb * T ibi illas cobussert T monacos T 
eonvsos Abbatliio pdce in pdco maSio de Hakopcnnc inventos 
inde ojecunt 1 svieiites ipius A^is vidolt Phm le llesser T 
Johni de Heyles vbaviit vlSavut p quod idni Abbas amisit 
eo» svicium p unu quartiu anni T, a])lius 1 t sexaginta boves 
^ viginti vaccas ipius Afefctis in pdco nianjio suo invent 
ceprut "I eos fugavut usa pdcm mafiiu pdci Joti Cogan de 
Ofcomb '\ ibi eos inpcavut racone cuj^ impcamti tresdecini 
boves de pdcis pierut T: dui boves "I vacce residui deteriorati 
fnut ad valenc viginti lib? in ipius Atsbtis dampnu gravissimu 
% con t"" pace ^c Unde die qd de?ioratus est i Dapnu lit ad 
valenc Centu libr 1 inde pdiicit secta Ic. 

Et Jofes de Cogan T: alii ven Et Thorn fit Joh Cogan T ofhs 
alii except ipo Jofene T; pdcis Eustach le Hey ward Witto le 
Hauekero Wal?o Hugh 1 llobto le Scoto diit qd ipi nulla 
pdca^ trangr pdco Abbti intulerut cont"' paeeni T;c put eis 
imi)onit 1 ue hoc pofi se sup paftim Et Abbas siniitr lo tit 
inde Jur*. 

Et Johs Cofjan Eustach Witto le Hauekerc Walt's Huirh T 
Bobts Scote dnt qd ipi nulla t"nsgr pdcoAbbti intutit contra 
pacem 1c dHt enim qd pdciis Johs Cogan hct in pdco niaiiio 
suo de Ufculm libtate hndi in fanijenethef utfaiifjenethef T: 
furcas T oTa que ad huj"" libtate ptinent T quia pdcus Abbas 
in mafiio suo pdco de Hakepenne qd est infra pcinctu pdci 
mafiii ipius Johis de Ofcomb levasse voluit fureas de novo in 
lesionc T pjudiciu libtatis ipius Johis idem Johis pcepit pdcis 
Eustach T aliis qd ipi pdcm Abbtem liuj^ fureas ibidem leva? 
non pmit?ent qui quid Eustach 1 alii ipin Abbtem de pdcis 
furc ibidm Icvand imj)ediverut sicut eis bn licuit Et qd aliam 
tAs^ ei no fecunt cont"" pace Ic pon se sup pat am Et Abb 
die qd ipi furcas t levavit in pjudui libtat dci Johis Ic die 



U If culm elsewhere. t Query, non ouiitted. 

Z 



«• 



164 THE nSTEBClAN HOUKES OF DEVOK. 

enim t\d dns J. Itex ii\^ dni Rf nunc coceeait T: carta sua 
coHrm Abhathie Je Donkweft 1 Moiiach ibide deo svieiiE in 
pur 1 npoi ElcuioS qd pdca Abbatha Abbae \ Moiiachi ibidc 
deo svient heant 1 tcneaiit omea terr 1 ten quo buerut ex 
doiio Wifti le Brewere i manlio Ic et qeumq, ab'a que iufii- 
turii adq'sicriiit cni Socco T Sacca Tol 1 Theam 1 Infangoiie- 
tbicf Utfangenelbief Et dns H. Bex pr dni Re^ nuc eoede 
libta? pdce Abbatliie 1c p cartam suutu ^cessit t cofiruiaTit 1 
pfert pdcas oarr quo h testaiit' Et die qd a tempe eonfeccSls 
cairtarf ill«» oca pdecessorea sui Abbates 1 ipo buerut in 
maniio suo pd(» do Hakepenne furcas Euaa quousq, pdcus 
Johes Cogan fiirc ill psVnere fecit ipe ipius Abbntia nnnt; [on 
the dorse is the followingj 1 p qnod hita inde in? ipos Jotiem 
1 Abbtem contr"'versia pdcs Johs Cogan p septum suuni pd 
cocessit p se T her 1 assig'^tis suis ipi Atfcti T coveiitui suo 
3d ipi 1 eorf suopeaaores heant 1 teneant omva libtates 1 
Iibas conS in cofinnacoib} diiors Johis T Henr RegQ con- 
tentas in Pnrain 1 ppetua Elemosinam Imppiii Et pfert 
pdcin Bciptu ipiu» Juhis quod hoc idem tcstat' 1 die qd ipo 
stadm post confeccom pdci scpti furcas euaa regare fecit in 
pdico niaSio suo de Hakepeune que ibi Bte?ut p ij auno» *l 
Hiupli^ <|u^ P<'ci Jobs Cogan T alii ftircas illas pet" verut sicud 
suij""dcui eat Et hoc potit qd inquir 1c. 



Et Johes bn cogn pdcin scptu 1 ouicquid in t 

"ifecconis illi^ ai'pti fide 



Set die qd temj^e c6L> 
fiiroas hnit in^dcomanJii 



) continet' 
Ipdcus Abbas aullas 
o de Hakciieniie nee imq,'^ postea 
quou^ jam de novo qd idem Abbas fiircas ibide levaaee 
voluit 1 pdci Enstaell Witts lo Hawkere Wal?us Hug 1 
tiobtus Soot« p pceptu ipius Johis ipm Abbatc inde im- 
pediv'flt sic mip""acm est, Et qd nullam ab'am t'nsgssionem 
«i fccorClt qt'" jmce 1c poniit ae sup pn¥am ? Abbas sin- Ido fiat 

inde Jur"' Juf dnt aup sacrm suQ qd pdci Thoio fil Johis 

de Cogan, Rtcus de la Hutt, Eustach le Heyward, Bogus de 
la Ford, Witts Ic Tm-nur, Ricus de la More, Johes Boueweye, 
Wal?ns Hughe, Wills te Hawcker, Johes Evard, RIcus lo 
Bakcre, Witts Sc1>y 1 Robtus Scote p pceptu 1 aasensQ 
pdcoK johis de C 1 R de Scote f'ureas pdci Abbatia in pdco 
Manlio suo do Hakepenne in pdca vigit innooenciu noctan? 
psf^verut 1 furcas illas ad maniu pdci Johis de Cogan de 
Utbulni cariavut 1 ibi oas cobusserut, quas quidem furcas 
idem Abbas scdm Ubiates a Reg Angt Abbathie de Dunkea- 
wett 1 Monach 1c concessas huit in pdco manis suo leratas, 
fore p duos annos ante q pstate fuut 1 furcis lUis sic bstratiB 
pdciis Johes de Cogau levare fecit furcas suas in solo ipius 
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ouj' inipcamoii? trca de eisdcm pierut ad damiiiiu ipius 
Abbatif) quadrag ii. Et Jur qiiesil si pdci Thorn 1. alii freg'iit 
Sdcu hoHtiii '\c p pcGptii picos Jotlis de Cogan 1 Robti de 
Stokliey. Dicut qa pdci Tliom T alii d pceiitii *l assensu 
ipius Jtihis de Cogon ibidem veSiit »} idem Johes no pcepit 
eis aliquod hostiii frango un post factum iUud illos recejitavit 
1 adlmc plures de iflis receptat in s 



Abbaf, inf"" pdcm inaraiu ipius Abbatis lite Hakepeniie. Et q. 
Sdcns Abbas ps?iie fecit fiireaa ipi^ Johis in solo ipiua Abbatis 
levatas pdci Thom fil Johis Eicus de la Hutt, Ewstaehlus, 
Johes de Bonewey, Wal?us Hug, Wills le Hawcliere, Johes 
ESard, Ricus le Bakere, '\ Witts Scribi in o"stino die sequent 
^dcm maSiu pdci Abbatis de Hakejwnne Jnt" verQt 1 hoatiu 
aule quod clausum invonlant ibidem fre^t T 3vieu! ipius 
Abbatis in eodem manlio inventoa vberavut videl) Plim le 
MesS ^ Johem do Heyles. Et postea cepunt if^ eude mafiiS 
boTea 1 vacc ipius Abbatis circii? quadrag quos fiigavut usq^ 
pcu pdci Johis de Cogan de Ufeulm 1 ibi eos impcavut racone 
inipcamon? trea de eisdem pierut ad dampiii 
tis quadrag ii. Et Jur qiiesil si pdci Thorn 1. alii 
hostiii '\c p pcGptii picos Jotlis de Cogan 1 R 
ley. Diciit qd pdci Tliom T alii d pceiitii *l i 
Johis de Cogan ibidem veSut »} idem Ji>hes no 
■ ■■-"-- ~ n iUi ■ ■" 

suo 

[ }■ 3 27 Edward I. 
Coroner'a Roil, Devon. 34j 

245. John was blessed, as appears by Bishop Stapeidon's Be- 

fhtoT, 17th Oct. 1311, at Yarcombe, after tlie dedication of the 
igli altar there. He was not Abbot lon^, as we find tliat bis 
sncce&sor William was blessed in Exeter Cathedral on Palm 
Sunday, 1318. I quote two entries from the De Banco Roll, 
If Abbas de Donekeswelle p Adam do Baunton att suu op. 
se iiij'" die vsiia WiHm Vyneent de ptito qd reddat ei rona- 
bilcm eompotu suu de tempore quo fuit receiitiis donar ipius 
Abbtis Ic Et ipe non veii Et sieut plur prec fuit vie qd 
capet eu IE Et vie modo niand qd bro ailoo tarde venit 1c 
I'o sicut plur prec est -vie qd cap eii si Ic Et salvo 1c Ita 
qd heat corpus eius hie a die sci Hillar in xv dies 1c Et vie 
sit— De Banco Roll, 19 Edw. II. Mieh. (m. 210). 

(T Wilhis Abbas de Donkeswolle p Adam de Bauntoii att 
8u5 op. so iiij'o die Vsua Wiilm Pyioun 1 Uobtiii Don de yitUi 
quare ipi aimul cum Hen? de Camno Arnulphi T .Wal^o 
Gydie cepunt avia ipiua Abbis et ea inmslo detinuenmt conf^ 
vadiu 1 pleg 1c Et ipi non ven Et pdcus Wills attach 
fuit p Walun Gydie 1 1lobtm Don Et p'dcs Bobts p WiHm 
Pyioun 1 Waltm Gydie I5 ipi in iiiia Et prec est vie qd 
djstf eos p oes tf 1c Et qd heat corpa eors hie a die Pa^he 
in q'nq, sepUas 1c.— Ibid. (m. 414 d) 19 Edw. II. Mich. 
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246. Little more than three years aftei'\i'ards William's 
successor, William do Wanlakc, was consecrated Abbot, 
8tli Sei)t. 1321, at the Bishop's palace at Clyst For the 
Abbots succeeding William de Waiilake I can only quote 
Oliver • and the Bishop's Itegisters. 

247. John followed William, and Simon was blessed at 
Chudlcigh by Bisho[) Grandisson, 22nd Feb. 1341. The 
cellarer of Newonham was elected in the stead cf Simon 22nd 
Ai)ril, 1346. William Wodmore followed, 7th April, 1353, 
and Kobort Orchard was blessed at the palace at Chudleigh by 
Bishop Brantyngham, 2()th April, 1382. Alexander Burles- 
combe was Abbot in 1397, and two years afterwards Hichard 
Lamport was elected, 17th July, 1399. In Richard's time we 
find several entries in the Banco Boll, principally relating to 
picas of debt in which the Abbot was j)laintifF. 

If Abbas MonaslPij de Donkeswill p attorn suu op se iiij*** 
die vsus Robtum Clauenesburgh Gilbtum BobbeknoUe Ricm 
Bakere de Honyton hostiller i Ricm Dryewode de piito qd 

3uiH eoa reddat ei quadraginta marcas quas ei debet 1 im'uste 
etinet T^c Et ipi non vefi Et sicut prius prec fuit vie ad 
capct cos 1c Et vie modo mand qd non sunt invenl 1c 1 o 
sicut ])lur capiant'*" qd sint hie in octab sci Michis "Ic. — De 
Banco J {oil Trin. 2 Hen IV. m. 52 d. 

jf Ulcus Abbas de Dunkeswyll p attorn suu op se iiij*** die 
vsus Tliomam Anmiary do ptito quare vi T; armis arbores 1 
subboscum ipius Abbis ad valenc decem libra^ aj)ud Dunkes- 
wyll nup crescent succidit T: as[)ortavit T: blada T; hbam sua 
ad valenc centum solidox ibm nup crescent cum quibusdam 
av'^ijs dcpastus fuit conculc^vit T consumpsit T alia enormia 
"Ic ad g""ve dampnu T:c T: cont.'*^ pacem Regis Ic Et ipe non 
vefi Et prec fuit vie qd attach eu Ic Et vie modo mand qd 
nicliil het 1c To prec est vie qd capiat eu si T,c Et salvo 
T;c Ita qd heat corpus eius hie A die sci Michis in xv dies 
1c.- De Banco Roll, Trin. 2 Hen. IV. m. 152. 

)f Ricus Abbas do Dnnkeswill p attorn suu op so iiij*® die 
vsus Nichm Sturgiofi do plito qd reddat ei quadraginta solidos 
quos ei debet T: iniustc detinet T;c Et ipe non vcn Et sicut 
plur prec fuit vie qd distr cum Tc Et vie modo mand qd distr 
est p catalla ad valenc decem T; octo denaricnj Et m p Johem 
Hunt WiHm Craweford Thomam Stowe T: Wiitm Nooke I'o 
ipi in fnia ^c Et sicut plur prec est vie qd distr cum p omes 

♦ Monasticon, p. 394. 
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tras Ic Et qd do exit Ic Et qd heat corpus eiiis liic in Octab 
sci Michislc.— De Banco Koll, Trin. 2 Henry IV. m. 159. 

jf Abbas de Dunkiswill ^ Johem Cole attorn suu op se iiij*^ 
die vsus Waltm Dollebeare ctieu de i>tito qd reddat ei quin- 
quaginta solidos quos ei debet T; iniustc dctinet T;c Lt ipe 
non ven Et sicut plur proc fuit vie qd capet eu Ic Et vie 
mode mand qd non est invent^ 1c To sicut plur capiat"" 
Ita qd sit hie a die sci Michis in xv dies p Justic Ic. 

Idni Abbas p attorn suu pdcm op se iiij*^ die vsus Johem 
Vssher T; Isoldam vxorem eius de ptito qd reddant ei quad- 
rat^iuta solidos quos ei debent T; iniuste detinent 1c Et ipi 
non ven Et sicut plur j)rec fuit vie qd capet eos si 1c Et 
salvo 1c Ita qd heret corpa eox ad hunc diem scitt in Octa- 
bis see Trinitatis 1c Et vie niodo mand qd non sunt inventi 
1c I'o prec est vie qd exigi fac eos de Com in Com quousq^ 
1c pdcus Johes vtlaget'*" 1 pdca Isabella wayviet'*" Si non 1c 
Et si 1c tunc eos capiat Et salvo 1c Ita qd tieat corpa eo^ 
bic in crastino Pur be Mario Et vnde 1c Ad que (lie vie 
non mis bro To de novo exigant"" in forma pdca qd sint hie 
in Octab sci Michis Et vnde 1c. — De Banco Uoll, Trin. 
2 Hen. IV. m. 280 d. 

(f Jur '' in? Thomani Aunger quer 1 Ricm Abbem de Don- 
kcswyll 1 frcm Alexui Burgoyn Comonachum eiusdcm Abbis 
Johem Leygh AVittm Wolman 1 Wittm liOmcn de ])tito 
transgr ponit'*' in respcm hie vsa a die sci Michis in xv dies 
nisi Justic dni Begis ad assisas ni Com pdco capiend assign 
n formam statuti 1c die lune px post fm sci Jacobi Ajili apud 
Exoii prius veSint p detcu Jur quia nullus ven To vie heat 
corpora 1c. — De Banco Roll, Trin. 8 Henry lA^. (m. 24, iid). 

(T Abbas de Dunkeswill p att suu oj) sc iiij'® die vsus 
Tlioma Aunger de ptito qd reddat ei decern libras (pias ei 
debet 1 iniuste dctinet 1c Et ipe mm ven Et prec fuit vie 
qd (list? eu 1c Et vie mand pd nichil tiet 1c To capiat"" qd 
sit hie a die sci Michis in xv dies 1c ad quern diem vie non 
misil bre To sicut prius capiat"" qd sic hie a die sci Hillar in 
XV dies 1c. — De Banco Roll, Trin. 8 Henry IV. m. 2o2 d. 

(T Abbas d<? Domkeswell p Johem Cole attorn suu op 8i» 
iiij'" die vsus Ricm Bakere de Ilonvtoh 1 Thomam Davv de 
Ilonytoii de ])lito cjil vttf eo^ reddat ei viginti 1 duas marcas 
sex solidos 1 octo denar quos ei debent 1 iniuste detinent 



168 THE CISTEBCIAM HOUSES OF DEVON. 

Ic Et ipi non ven Et sicut plur prec fuit vie qd capet eos 
si Ic Et saivo T;c Ita qd heret corpora eoa liic ad liunc diem 
scitt a die sci Trinitatis in xv dies 1c Et vie niodo maud qd 
nun sunt inventi l.c I'o prec est vie qd esigi fac eos da Corn 
in Com utiou84^ 1c vtlagent^ si nou \c Et si 1c tune eos 
capiKt Kt salvo 1c Ita qd fieat corpora eo» hic a die sci 
Hillar in xv dies Et vnde 1c.— De Banco Roll, Triii. 8 
Henry IV. m. 298 d. 

248. John Bokeland, 10th June 141il, John Ottery, 2(Jlh 
April 1439, Simon, 13th Fobruarj- 1441, were Abbots, as 
shown by the Bishop's Registers, and by leases examined by 
Dr. Oliver, and from t]ie former we find that Richard Pyt- 
mynster was Abbot in 1492, and as lato as 1498. John 
Whitmore succeeded, and was Abbot twenty years.* 

249. The last Abbot was John Ley, who was oonfirmed in 
1529 by the suffragan Bishop of Exeter. On the 14tli Feb. 
153!) bo surrendered bis house to the King's Commissioners. 
There appear to hare been seveu monks in tlic Abbey at the 
time of the surrender, viz,, John Webbe, William Boreman, 
John Gave, John Segar, John Genyng, John Benett, and 
Thomas Typson, The Abbot, John Ley, on the death of the 
Abbot of Ford, John Tybbes, in 1551), became Vicar of Pea- 
hembmy. John Gay, one of the monks, was appointed on 
the Dissolution perpetual curate of Sheldon, formerly belong- 
ing to the Abbey. 

250. The annual value of the property of the Abbey at the 
surrender was nearly £300. The site of tlie monastic build- 
ings, the home farm and mill, and other lands, were granted 
with large possessions, of which the owners were ruthlessly 
deprived, to Jolm Lord Russell by letters patent dated 4tli 
JiJy, 31 Henry VUl. He does not seem to have retained 
them very long, for we find soon after that parts originally 

fiven to him reverted to the Crown and fresh grants made. 
trace the successive owners of the various lands be- 
longing to the Abbey would be tediomi and uuinterestiug. 

251. The Abbey adopted the arms of its founder, William 
do Briwere, — two bends wavy. The fine common seal, up- 
wards of three inches long, represents the Blessed Virgin 
with Sainta on either side, all under canopies. Unfortunately 

* OliTer, Monuticon, p. 394. 
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there is but one impression of this seal extant, which is very 
mutilated. Below the Saint on the sinister side of the 
central figure is a shield with the De Briwero arms. An 
impression from an Abbot's coimter-seal is also preserved. 
It is vesica-shaped, about one and six-eighths of an inch long. 
Tlio Abbot is represented standing, holding his crozier in his 
right hand. 

252. There were four bolls in the tower of the church at tlie 
Dissolution, valued at £32 58. The lead went to the recipient 
of the Abbey lands, and the entry relating to it curtly says, 
" My Lord of Bedford had the leade w^'' the gifte of the 
land!'* 

253. My Lord of Bedford took care to appropriate the lead, 
without reference to the preservation of the fabric, with every- 
thing else capable of being turned into money, and the grand 
builfings, for such they must have been, and the despoiled 
abbey, soon shared the fate of many a stately monastery, for 
centuries the home of labour, almsgiving, and prayer. 

254. Li dry summers the foundations of the church and of 
some of the important buildings may be traced by the grass 
above them being quickly scorched. The western tower has 
fallen within a comparatively recent period. Portions of the 

fate-house remain, and fragments of walls still standing in- 
icate tlie positions of certain of the original edifices, and I 
think that a little time and some digging would enable one to 
make a ground-plan of the whole of the monastic buildings. 
A modern church has been recently built upon tlie site of 
the antient cemetery. The situation of the Abbey is verj- 
secluded, but very beautiful and very characteristic of a 
Cistercian selection. 
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APPENDIX. 



List of the Adbots of Dunkeswell. 



Naiaes. 



Dates. 



Authorities. 



Richard . 

Ralph 

Thomas . 

John 

William . 

William (h' W^anlake 

John 

Simon 

William Wed more . 

Robert Orchard 

Alexander Burlcscombe 

Richard Lamport 

John Bokeland 

John Ottery 

Simon 

Thomas Dullton 



Richard Pytmynster 
John Whitmore 
John Ley 



1228 

Abbot to 1251 

1253 
1311-1318 
1318-1821 
1321- 

-1341 
1341-1346 
1353-1382 
1382-1397 
1397-1399 
1399-1419 
1419-1439 
1439-1441 
1441- 

As early as 

1474 down 

to 1486 

As early as 

1492 to 1498 
As early as 

1509 to 1529 
1529-1539 



Parchose from Richard de 

Crues. 
Translated to Waverley in 

1251. 
Lease. 

Bishop Stapeldon's Reg. 
Episcopal Registers. 

Do. 
Oliver. 
Episcopal Registers. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Leases. 



Dv. 



Do. 
Ejnscopal Registers, &c. 
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VI. Ford. 



255. Up to the year 1842 the site of this Abbey, now a 
gentleman's mansion, was in the county of Devon. In that 
year the parish of Thomcombe, in which it is situated, was, 
by authority of Parliament, for the convenience of those 
having the transaction of magisterial and other business, trans- 
ferred to the county of Dorset. There is therefore a necessity 
for including the history of Ford Abbey in this series of 
papers. 

256. The Abbey was founded in 1141, and in point of date 
is the second Cistercian foundation in Devon. But the 
Annals of Waverley say, under date 1135, ^^ Fordafundata 
est quinto nonas MaiV^* This, however, fixes tlie date of the 
migration of Richard and twelve monks from Waverley, the 
famous house before spoken of, to Brightley near Okehampton. 

257. This is not the place to attempt to trace the parentage 
and descendants of Richard, stated in the Book of Ford 
Abbey to be tlie son of Baldwin de Brionne, and although the 
question has had brought upon it all the acumen and learning 
of Mr. Planch6,f it is by no means settled. It is, however, 
clear that a Richard, connected with the great family of 
Redvers, made provision for Cistercian Monks at Brightley, 
and sent to Waverley for men to colonise the new house. 

258. Richard the Monk and his companions had settled at 
Brightley only a few months when their patron died, 25th 
June, 1137. His death prevented his plans for the permanent 
establishment of the house of Brightley being carried into 
eflPect, and wanting not only friends, but the bare necessaries 
of life in the barren spot in which the temporary buildings 

♦ Annalet de Warerleia, Ann. Manast.j toI. ii. p. 225. 

t See Earls of Devon, Collectanea Arch., toI. i. p. 263. The Conqueror 
and his CompanwnSy toI. i. p. 44. On the Lords of the Isle of Wight, Journ. 
Arch. Assoc.^ toI. xi. p. 217. 
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were placed, and haviug no hopes of being able to carry out 
the wishes of their would-be benefactor, the tiiirteen monks, 
af^et' having lost their loader and Abbot, who had broken 
down in the struggle, resolved to abandon Brightley and to 
return to tlieir old home. The five years attempt was a noble 
but a liopeleas one, — prte inopia et prae dira sterilitate vic- 
tualiunique penura ibidem amplius morari non potuissent, — 
and witli sad memories and disappointed hopes they set their 
faces again towards Waverley. 

259. They had proceeded on their journey as far as Thorn- 
combe when Adelicia, tlie sister of Richard the Viscount, met 
them. Tlie chronicler quoted bv Dugdale gives the very 
words of Adelicia when slie saw the monks walking two and 
two witli uplilled cross, as five years before they had set out 
from Waverley. " Absit a me, domini et patres sanctissimi, 
opprobrium tarn damnabile et igiiominiosum periculum, ut 
quod dominus meus et frater Bicardus pio devotionis affectu 
ad Dei honorcm nostrumqua omnium salutom tarn solomp- 
niter quam salubriter inceperat, ego vero soror ejus, et heres 
cui decedendu omnia tradidit in manns, non velim ant vaieam 
ad debitum perducere effectum. Eooe manerium meum in 
quo jam eoiisistimus fertile satis et nemorosum ac abundaiis 
frugibus, quod vobis in excambium pro terra storili de 
Brightleia cum tota mausione nostra et domicilio imperpe- 
tuum donamus. Manete hie donee alibi in isia possessioue vobis 
con]])etentius fit monasterium, nee vobis in hoc deesse pos- 
Bumus, Bud satis juvabimus ad eonstruendum." Tlie fruitful 
and well-wooded manor which Adelicia offered the monks was 
that of Tliomcombe, and the proffered gift induced them 
to change tlieir plans and accept the lands for a new founda- 
tion. 

260. The house called Westford, which accompanied the 
gift of tlie manor, was taken possession of, and tJiere the 
wanderers lived until the c<impletion of the larger and more 
convenient buildings. It was resolved that their site should 
be Hertbath {Balneum cervomm) and the erection of the 
church was at once commenced. 

261. Scarcely had the new arrangements been completed 
when the monks sustained anotlier loss. In September, 1 142, 
Adelicia died, and was buried within the precincts of tlie 
churcli, although at this time little progress could have been 
made with it. The remains of Richard the Viscount and 
Richard the Abbot were removed from Brightley, and buried 
betbre the place of the high altar in (he slowly rising church. 
Tlie Abbey was soon known as Ford, taking this name from 
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a passage-way over the Eiver Axe, near which it was 
situated. 

262. The first Abbot was succeeded by Robert de Penynton, 
or Penigton, as we find it sometimes spelt, and who, as 
his name occurs in deeds under dates so far apart as 1137 
and 1168, must have ruled the house for many years. It is 
very probable that the conventual buildings were completed 
in his time, and the remains of the two Richards removed 
from Brightley to Ford. 

263. The third Abbot was Baldwin of Exeter. Originally 
a monk at Ford, he, in the course of a short time, became 
Abbot, and about the year 1181 was made Bishop of Wor- 
cester, and not long after Archbishop of Canterbury, and his 
life in consequence becomes a part of the history of our 
country. 

264. Of the next Abbot, Robert, we know nothing. 
During his time, or in that of .his successor, Maurice Somer- 
set was a monk here, and, his writings obtaining him celebrity 
at Oxford, he was made Abbot of Wells. 

265. John, the Confessor of the King of the same name, 
formerly Abbot of Bindon, succeeded Robert, and made Ford 
famous for its learning. He was a great theologian and was 
Abbot from 1191 to 1220. 

266. Another John followed,* and was Abbot until 1236. 
We have from the Feet of Fines some entries in which his 
name is mentioned. 

Hec est finalis concordia fca in Curia dfii Reg apud Westfn, 
In Octab Purificacois anno regni Reg Henr fit Reg Johis 
vicesimo p^mo Coram Robo de Lexinton Witto de Eborf Ada 
fii Witt % Wiilo de ColewrthJustic % aliis dni Reg fidelib} 
tuc ibi plsentib} Int Galfridu de la Pomeray petentern p 
Hug de la Huit positu loco ipius Galfr ad lucrandu ut per- 
dendu T: Johem Abbem de Forde tenetem de trib) Carucatis 
?re cu ptin in Tale vnde placitu fuit int eos in ead Cur 
Scilicet qd pdcus Galfr rcmisit T: quietu clamauit de se T: 
heredib} suis pdco Abbi T, successorib} suis T; Ecctie sue de 
Forde totu Jus T: clamiu quod liabuit in tota pdca tra cu 
ptiii imppetuu. Et p hac remissione quiota clamancia fine 1 
concordia idem Abbas dedit pdco Galfr qulquaginta T; tres 
m"^rcas argenti. — Feet of Fines. Devon. Henry III. No. 
196. 

Hec est finalis concordia fca in Cur dfii Reg apud Exofi a 

* But see Annals of Wavrrley under date 1234. 
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die 8ci Joh Bapf in quindeci dies anno regni Reg Henf fit 
Reg Joh vicesimo scdo Coram Witto de Eborf Rnfeto de 
BeRo Campo Wifto de Sco Edmundo % Jordano OliuJ iustic 
itiSantibs 1. aliis dni Reg fidelib) tuc ibi psentib) Int Claricia 
fit Radi petentem 1 Johin Abbm de Ford tenente de Dimid 
terliiigo ?re cu ptin in Stok Vnde asaisa mortis antecesS 
sumunita fuit int cob in eadem Cur seit qd ^dca Claric re- 
cognouit tola Sdcam ?ra cum ptifi esse ius ipius Abfeis T 
Eectle sue de Ford Habend 1 tenend eidem Abbi 1 bucc Buia 
% Ecotie BUe ^dce do pdta Claric '\ hedib} auis inppetuu 
reddendo inde annuatim v-nu den ad festu aci Micb p offii 
Bt'ruico ad ipam Claric ul ad h^ea suob ptincte Et acquie- 
taudu tota pdcam ?ra cum ptin us^ Capitales dnos feodi ill^ 
de omibj aliis aeruic ad eandem ?ra ptinentibj. El p hae 
recognicone fine T cocordia Ide Abbas dedit pdce Claric duas 
Marc argeti.— Ibid. No. 219. 

Hec est finat concordia fca m Cuf diii Reg apud Exon a 
■ lie sci Joh Bapt in quindeci dies Anno Regni Heg Henf fit 
Reg Jotiis vicesimo scdo Cora Witto de Eborf Robto de Belio 
Campo Witto de sco Edmundo T Jord Oliu iuatic iLiSantibj 1 
aliis diii Beg fidelibj tuc ibi Ssentibj In? Tboin de Ford 1 
Fetroiiilt vxem ei' petetes T: Johm Abbm de Ford tenente 
de ¥cia pte viiii' ferlingi ?re cii ptin in Stokf. Qua ?cia gte 
Sdci Tliom 1 Petromlla clamabant esse ronabile dote ijpms 
Fotronille q eam contingebat de lifeo tenemeto qd fuit Radi 
fit Ric quondam \-iri sui in eadcm villa. Et vndo placitu 
fuit in? eoB in ead Cuf seil qd pdce Thorn T Petronilla 
reml^ruiit "^ quie? clamaumit da se eidem Abbi T, succes- 
aoribj suis '\ Ecctie sue de Ford totij ius 1 elamiu quod hunt 
in tota pdca tcia pte cu ptin noie dotis ippetuu. Et p hac 
reraissione quieta clamanc fine 1. concordia idem Abbas dedit 
pdcis Thome T Petronille Duas Marc Argeti.— Ibid. No. 254. 

Hoc est finat concordia fca in Cuf diii Reg apud Exon in 
Octab sci Johis Bapf Anno Regni Reg Henf fit Reg Jotiis 
vicesimo scdo Cora Wilto de Eborf Rohto de Bello Campo 
Wilto de SCO Edmundo 1 Jordano Oliu iustic itinlantibj T aliis 
diii Reg fidelib) tiic ibi psentib}. Int Symonc de Pylesdoii 
petente 1 Jofam AbISm de Forde tenente de duabj Carucatis ?re 
cu ptin in Lefford % in Cundebuf vii placitu fuit inl? cos in 
eadem Cuf scit qd pdict^ Symo remisit '\ quiet clamauit de se 
T lieredibj suis ipi Abbi '\ successorib} Buis t Eociie sue de 
Forde totii ius '\ elamiu quod habuit in tota pdca ?ra cii ptin 
inppetuu. Et p hac remissiono quieta clamauc fine 1 con- 
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uordia idfi Abbae dodlt gdco Symoni q"1nordeci marc T 
(limid argeti. Et ai pJic^ Symo ut fiedes sui deee?o aliq"'8 
Cartas ut aliq"^ inuniincta us^ pdcm Abbra iil aucc suob q"'ntu 
ad pdcas duas Canieatas ?re cu ptin in pdcis villis cont* hue 
fine ptuleriiit p" nullis [wnit^ habebunt'. — Ibid. No. 283. 

267. Rogor succeeded, in wlioae abbacy the chureli was 
completed, for under date 1239, in the Annals of Waverlev, 
we nave " Ecolesia de Forda dedicata est a domino Wiilelmo 
Exouiensi episcopo." John de Warwick followed, then 
Adam, who oeeame Abbot in 1240, and William, who died 
and was buried at Waver ley. 

Hec est tiiiat concordia fca In cur dhi Reg ap KxoS a die 
Bce r'nil in q'ndeci dies ann Regii Reg Hen? fil Reg Joh 
vioosimo octavo. Cor^ Johe AHSe de Schyreburn Ho§o de 
Thnrkelby Gilbto de Fston 1 Robto de Bello campo Justic 
ItiSantib3 1 aliis diii Reg fidelibs tuc ibi fisontibj In? A^m 
de Ford que? 1 Itic de Lava deforc de secta q"" Idfi^AtJia 
exig ab eo<lem Rico vnde Idem Atfca exigebat qd facet ei 
secta de t'b3sepf in tres septim ad Hundrsuude Tliorneciibe, 
Et vude plac fuit In? eos in eadem cur. Seitt qd pdca Ric 
reeogn '\ concessit p se T herlibj suia qd ipi de ceto faciaiit bis 
p annu sectam pdcm Huiidr simt cu libis homib} suisi cu 
suo capital Thedinguian 1 duobj aliia homib; scilt semel sabto 
pximo p^t Hokeday T Inim sabto pE p^t festu aci Michis. Ita 
tn qd pdca Thedigman cu pdcis duobs hoTb) ad Sdcos duos 
dies mdBt"'re debet oTa plac de Thedinga ipi^ Rici \ bed suos 
ad pdcm Hundr ptinenc 1 si aliq's ipos q' Ita smq' debt ad 
pdcos duos dies f liit in defal? Id Abb T soec sui oiiiia iporj 
amciamtH Int«gre habnt 1 ota alia aniciamta de hon]ib3 ipi^ 
Rici T, bed suo^ ad eunde Hundr contingec In? pdcm Abbpm 
1 aucc HHos "^ pdcm Eicm 1 bed anoa Hdclit dimidiabiit' 1 
oia ilia ainciafiita tajcari debent p pdcm Abbm 1 suec ut Baltos 
8U0S '\ p pdcm Ricm 1 bedes ul att^natos sues. Et prea Idem 
Ric concessit p ae 1 hod suiu qd si aliqod plac fiiit Id eodem 
Htmdr p Bro dni Reg ut latro fuit ibi Judicandipi utatt'nati 
sui seqai debet Huudr ipi^ Abbis de T^bj sepi In irea sepi 
vsq, loquela ilia p Jiidm eiusdcm Hundr (ileuar fuit ^miata. 
Et p hac rec coucessione fine '\ cocordia. Idem Abbs rein 1 
q'el clam de se 1 aucc suis 1 Ecctia ana de Forde pdeo Itico 
'i bed suia oia arreragia 1. oma alias sectas q% ab oude Rico 
exigibat 1 oTa dampii que dicebat so huiase occasiono sub""(;c6iji 
Sdce secte usq, ad diem quo hec concordia tea luit — Feet ot 
Fiues. Henry III. No. 316. 
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Hec est finat coneordia fca in Cur Dni Reg apui! Exun a 
die see TrinitatiH In cj'ndecini dies anno rtpii Reg Henr_fit 
Reg Jofeisviccssimo octavo coram JotieAbbto de Schrvreburii 
Rogo de Thurkolby Gilbto de Preston T Rohto de Bello Campo 
Jui^tic Itinlantibj 1 aliis dhi Reg tidelibj tiic ibi p3eatib3 lot 
Adam Abbem de Forde quef ptrem Wittm Monachu siiu poitum 
loeu suo ad luc'^ndu ut pdendu ^ Hug Peuel de Erminton 
defore de annuo rediditu deccm lib? Cere vnde Idem Abbs 
queatus fuit qd decern libre eiusrjeni redditus ei aretro (uerut 
(le vno anno. Et vnde placitu fuit int eos in eadem Cur scitt qA 
pdcfl Hug recognouit 1 concessit eidem Ahbti decern lifer Cere 
p anuu ; pclpiendas ipi Abfeti sncceBsorib3 suis de Molendino 
de Ermintun p manii calti ipius Hug '\ hedura suoi de Ermin- 
toii afl festii sci Michis apud ExoH inppetuii. Et p h'^c 
recogn concessione fine '\ concordia Idem Abbs remisit T 
quiel cJafh de ae 1 succ suis eidem Hug T hed suis omia 
arreragia pdci redd Sdcar decern libr Cere vsq, ad diem quo 
heo concordia fca fiiit, — Ibid. No, 328. 

268. William of Crewkeme was tho tenth abbot, and his 
time was famous for the great dispute between him and Bisbop 
Bronescombe, the particulars of which are detailed by Oliver, 
and the documents {jiven at length in the ap{)endi:c to the 
Monastkoii. His name occurs in the following legal pro- 
ceedings : — 

Hec est final concordia fca In cur diii Reg apd Exon In 
Octab see Triuitatis Anno regni Reg Henf fit Reg Johis 
Tricesimo tcrcio Cora Rogo de Thiirkelby Gilbto de Preston 
1 Johe de Cobbeh Justic ItiSan? '\ aliis dni Reg fide! tuc 
ibi Ssentibus In? Radm de Trewurtlieth petn '\ Adam Abfeem 
de Laforde ten de \tio ferlingo ¥re 1 dinnd eii ptin in Opecote. 
Unde plac tiiit in? eos in ead Cur Scllt qd pdcs Rads reffi 
"I qiiiel clam de se '\ hod suis pdco Abfei "t succ suis T, Ecctie 
sue de Forde totu Jus 1 clamiu qd huit in pdca ?ra cu ptin 
imppet. Et P h"'e roffi quieta cla& fine '\ cone Idem Abbas 
dedit pdco Ilado duas M'^eas argtiti. — Feet of Fines. 
Henry III. No. 435. 

Hec eat final concordia fca in cur diii Reg apud Westm 
In Octab sci Hillar anno regni Re| Henr fit Reg Johis q'n- 
quagesimo scdo Coram M^Ttino de Litlebir Magro Rogo de 
Seyton T; Johe de Cobbeli""ni Justic '\ aliis diii Reg tidelib3 tuc 
ibi paentibj lut Magrm Tliotfi de Wymundeli ni psonam 
Bcctio de Pahamblf petn T Wiltm Abfeem de fforde tenetem 
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de vno fferlingo 1 vna acra rre cum ptlfi in Tale, vnde Jurata 
vtrura pdca terra cu ptin sit liba elemosina ptines ad pdcam 
Ecctiam an laicu feodii ipius Abbis sum fuit int eos in eade 
cur. Scitt qd pdcs Abbs recogfi pdcam tram cu ptiii esse 
Jus pdce Ecctie T; pdcm ferlingu terre cu ptin ei reddidit in 
eadem cur 1 remisit T; quietedam de se 1 succ suis T; Ecciia 
sua de fForde pdco Thorn Ht succ suis psonis pdce Ecctie ^ 
Ecctie pdce Inppe?. Et p hac recogii reddicone remissioe 
q*eta clam fine 't cocordia. Idem Thom cocessit pdco Abbi 
pdcam acram terre cu ptin. Habn 1, Tenendf eide Abbi 1 
succ suis nt Ecctie sue pdce de pdco Thorn T; succ suis psonis 
^dce Ecctie ippe!^. Reddn inae p anii vnu clauu Gariophili 
ad Pasch p omi suico cong T; exaccone. Et hec cocordia fca 
fiiit ex assensu ^ volutate Wal?i Epi Exoii T: earn concedentis. 
—Ibid. No. 603. 

jf Abbas de Forde sum fuit ad respond dno Regi de ptito At Exeter, 
quo Waranto clam hre vi§ franc pleg emend assise panis T; Octave of St. 
cviS fracte furc in Kentesbery ^ Tnomecombe sine licenc T;c. 9.10 Kdw I 

Et Abbas p Atorn suu venit Et quo visum f^nci pleg in a.d 12S1. 
Kentesbyr die qd nich inde clam Et quo ad emend as5 panis 
1 2uiS f*cte 1, nirc in eadem villa. Et quo ad emend asS 
panis T: 2vig f^cte furc 1 visum f"^nci pleg in Thorncombe 
dicit qd ipse ^ omnes pdec sui a tpe quo no exstat memof 
huunt emend as§ panis T; cviS in Kentesbyr Ht visum f^'nci 
pleg 'I emend asS panis 1 cx-iS f'^'cte In Thomcumbe pel qd 
inquira''. 

Et Witts de Gyselh*^m qui sequi' Ic Die qd huj^mo 
libtates spali? ptinent ad Coronam dni Regis Et desic nuUu 
War inde ostend de diio Rege peT Judm. 

Dies dat^ est coram diio Kege a die Pasch in unu mensem 
ubicuq^ Ic de aud judico. 

M j 

Assize Roll Devon 1_ 1 1 Memb : 20d. 

34) 

269. Nicholas, who was blessed at Axminster 1st Jan. 1283, 
by Bishop Quivill, followed. William de Fria succeeded, 
and, having been able to be of great use to the Convent, was 
persuaded to resign it for Newenham, where similar services 
were much needed. However he remained there only about 
four years, when he returned to Ford, and resumed his place 
as a simple monk. Dying at Ford, his body was removed to 
the Abbey he had evidently loved so well, for interment 
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270. Henrj- took the place of WiHiam do Fria on his re- 
signation, and was Abbot until 1319. The grant of the fiiir 
at TJiorneeombe, which was eontinued down to the year 
1770, I give from iJie Charter Roll. 

,be et ^ ArchiepiH 1, ^c. saltni. Sciatis nos concessisee 1 hac 
<le carta lira conKrmasse diteis nob in spo Abbnti 1 Conventni 
de Forda qd ipi 1 successores aiii imjjpin heant unij mereatii 
singtia septimanis p diem mercurii apud maneriu suu de 

o Feb. Thornciibo in Com J>evon, et una feria ibidem singtis annis 
p sex dies duraturam vidett in die martis in septlmana Pasehe, 
et p quni<], dies scquentee. Nisi iilcatO iilud 1 feria ilia sint 
ad nocumentu viciuoa mercatos T vicinax feriaB. Quare 
volum^ 1. firmit" pcipim^ p nobis T; heredib) nfis ^d pdci 
Abbas T Conventus % suecessores sni imppm heant pdca iner- 
vatu % feriam apud MaSiu sun ^cm cum omnibj lilitatib} T 
lifeia eonsuetudinib} ad hnjtismodi mercatu T feria ptinen- 
tib3. Nisi moatii itlud 1 feria ilia sint ad nocuinontii vicinort 
mcatoi-i 1 vicinara feriaj sicut pdtra est. Hiis testib) vefia- 
bilibj prib3 W, Wigorn. W. Exon ESis Gilbto de Clare 
Comite Glonc '\ Hertford Adomaro de Valencia Com lie 
Pembr Hug le DespenB Wifto le Latimer. Nicho de Seg""ve 
T aliis, Datpmanu nrara apud WinJeBquintodie Feb? p fine 
contentu in alia carta inferius.* — Charter Roll 6 Edward II. 
No. 106, mem. 17, section 36. 

^ oninib3 ad qiios 1c salcni. Sciatis ^d cura p tras iiras 
patent«s conc^serim^ 1 licenc dederimus p nobis T her nris 
miantii in nobis est dilcis nob in xpo Abbi 1 Conventm de 
fford qd ipi decern hbratas tVa^ teii 1 redditu de feodo suo 

fprio adquirere possint hand T. tened sibi T siicc snis imppetuu 
tatuto de rris i ten ad manu mortuam Ic put in tris pdcis 
plenius eontinet'. Nosvolontes conccssione iiram pdcm dehito 
eftcui mancipari coneessim^ 1 lie dedim^ p nob 1 her nris 
quantu in nobis est Wilto de Pillaunde 1 Nicfts Portebref 
qd ipi vnii meg ^mu molendinu Triginta acras rre tres acras 
p""ti '\ tres acf more \ ahieti cmn ptiii in Wheteham 1 
BurglistoK et Tliome de Laugedoii qd ipe vnii meB duodecim 
aor Vre T tres acf boaei cum ptiii in Thomecobe et Wiito de 
Wateleph qd ipe viginti 1 tres acr tre 1. duas acf alneti cum 
ptiii ill Watolegft iuxta Wynesham que de pdcis Abbe T, Con- 
ventut T que valent p annu in oinioj exitibj iuxta veru va- 

• This 19 No. 26 on the Bomo Roll, licing a f^mfirmntion of a Charter of 
King John f^ranting ihe cbaruh of TomFCDOilie, &c., &c. Dated IQ OcL in 
the tenth jcar of bis reign. CoofimiatioD dated 5 Feb. (as above). 

f " [enentnT " omitted. 
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lorem Goidem quatuordecini eolid "l qiiatiior denar alcut p 
inqiiiaicoes p dolcm cticum nfm Mngrm Johem Walcwayn 
EscaeE nrm cit*^ Trentam de mandate nro teas T m Can- 
cellar nra retornataa oomptu est dare posslnt ^ asslgoare 
eisde Abbi 1 Conventui llend '\ tenend Bibi et succ suis 
imppetuu in pte satiafaccoia dece libratara ?re ten 1 redditiiu 
pdcors. Et eisde Abbi T Conventui qd ipi pdca meB Molen- 
dinu Vram p"'tura boacnm moram '\ AInetu cum ptin a 
pfatis Witto Nioho Tiioma T. Witto recipe possint "I tenero 
sibi '\ succ suis pdcis imppetnu sicut pdcm est tenore psenciu 
liimilit' licenc dedinius spalem Statute ^dco non obstante. 
Noientes qd pdci WiHs Nichs Thomas T Witts vel heredes 
sui aut pfati Abbas T Conventus seu succ sui rone statuti 
pdci p no8 vel her iiroa inde occonent' molestent' in aliqao 
sen g'^vent'. SaJvia tamen Cnpitalibs dnJs feodi illiiis sviciis 
Ic, In cui^ Ic. T. R apud Weatfn. xxv. die Octobr. — Patent 
RoU H Edw. II. para 1, m. 21. 

271. William, who patronised Charmouth, was confimied 
22 iSept. 1^19. His successor Jolm appears to have under- 
taken the repairs of tho buildings of hia house, then become 
dilapidated judging from hia reply te Bishop Grandisson, 
who askr'd for a money grant te enable him to comply with 
the large demand of the Court of Rome. John replied that 
his buildings and hia church were ruinous, and with great 
humility begged that the Abbey might not be called upon te 
contribute te the subsidy. Still he seems to have acquired 
land for the houao, as tlie following from the Patent Roll 
shows : — 

{t offiib} ad quos ^c sttm. Sciatis qd cum de gra nr« p Abbntc J. 
spaJi p littlasnraspatenteaconceaserimuslliccnciamdederi- Konle. 
mu8 p nobis ^ heredibs Hris q""ntum in nobla est dilcia noft in 
Xpo Abbati T conventui de ftorde qd ipi decern libratas tlraj; 
tenementoa 1 reddituum de feodo suo pprio adquirere jwssint 
tend T tenend sibi T succ«ssoribj suis imppetuti. Slatuto de 
firis ^ teii ad mnnu mortuam non |K>nend edite non obstante, 
^ut in lit^is pdcis plenius continet' nos volentes concesaionem 
nram pdcam debitoeffcctuimanciparicftncessimus'^ Itcenciam 
dedimus p nobis 1 heredibj firia q'^ntura in nobia est Wifto 
de fillaunde 1 Nicho t^'ortebrief qd ipi quinquaginta acras 
tre 1 viginti acras more cum ptiR in Watelegh que de pdcis 
Abbate T. conventu tenent' 1 que valent p annuu in omnibs 
exitib} iusta veram valorem eosdcm quindecim polid 1 decern 
denar eicut p inquiaicdem p dilcm cticum nrm Mngfm Johem 
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WalewajTi nup EscaetoreDi nrm vltra Treiitam de mandato 
nro inde fcam "X in Cancellaf nra retornatam est comptnm 
ilare piissint T assignare eisdem Abbati T convpntiii habend T 
tenend sibi T suecessoribj auisimppetuu in ntcm satisfaccois 
decern libratas ?raB tenn 1 reddituu ^dcoij, Et eisdem Abbati 
t conventui qd ipi tram T mora pdca cum ptin a pfatis WiSo 
T. Niclio recipe posaint T tenere sibi T successoribi suIb pdeis . 
imppetuu sicut pdcm est tenore Sseneiiim similit lieenciara 
dedini^ spalem statute pdco non obstante. Nolentea qd pdci 
Witto T Nichus vei be? sui aut pfati Abbaa T coiiventus seu 
succesHores sui foiie statuti pdci p nos vel her nrosindeocconent' 
in aliquo seu g'vent'. Salvia tamen capitalibj chiia feodi illius 
'sviciis indedebitislcousuotis. In cui^ Ic. T.Rfapud Eboa. 
XXX. die Dec.— Patent Roll, 13 Edw. II., m. 24. 

272. John de Chidley succeeded John, 24 June, 1330, and 
seems, although his reputation did not etand higli, to have 
had several legal matters upon hia hands in connection with 
the property of the Abbey. 

Johnes Abbaa de fforde p atl suu op. se iiij die vans 
Ranulphii Blaunraoster T; Alic v5iem ei us Hi cm de Combe 1 
Waltm de Edyngtoii de plito q"'re eejjnt aula ipius Abtis % 
ea iiiiuHte detinue? conf^ vadiu '\ |)leg Ic Et ipi no ven Et 
hue? inde die hie ad hune die ex pticrae 1c Judm attach qd 
Hit hie in Octab aci Michis Ic. — De Banco Roll, Easter 17 
Edw. III. memb. 26d. 

Abbas de fForde p Jotlem de Crukern att suu op. ae iiij die 
9sus Hen? de sco Claro vicariu ecctie de Brodewyndesore de 
plito qd reddat el ronabilem compotii suu de tempe quo fuit 
receptor denar ipiua Abbia 1c Et ipe no ven Et aicut plur 
prec fuit vie qd cap eu Ic Et vie modo mand qd no est 
inuent^ 1c I'o sicut phir prec eat vie qd cap eii si 1c Et 
saluo 1c Ita qd fieat corpus eius hie a die see Trinitat in xv 
dies p Justic 1c Et vie ait 1c. — Ibid. memb. 88. 

Abbas de fferde p Ricm Beynyn at? suu o]) ae iiij die Vbub 
Johem de Cloptoii de plito qd redd ei ronabilem compotii buu 
de tompe quo fuit receptor dena? ipius Abfeis 1c Et ipe no 
ven Et pc fuit vie qd cap eii si 1c Et vie modo mad qd no 
est inuent^ 1c I'o aic p'ua prec eat vie qd caB eu si 1c Et 
aaluo 1c Ita qd beat corpus eius hie a die see T'nitatis in xv 
diea p Justic 1c Et vie sit 1c. — Ibid, memb. 145. 

Idem Abbas p pdcm att suii op. se iiij. die vsus Rofetm 
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Ilmyatre T Adam Bogge de Blito q"'re vi '\ armis decent 
boucs 1 q°'tuor vaecas ipius Abbis pcii decora marcaa apud 
Tale inventoa eeput "X abduserunt 1 alia enormia ei intuier 
ad g'ue dampnu ipius Abbis 1 cont*^ pace "^c Et ipi no ven 
Et i!c fiiit VIC qd cap cos si ^c Et vie mwlo mand qd no sut 
inuenti Ic I'o sic p'ua prec cat vie qd cap eos si T,c Et saluo 
"Ic Ita qcl tieat corpa eoj liic ad pfatn tminu p Jiiatic T.c Et 
vie sit ^c. — Ibid. memb. 145. 

273. Adam was confirmed Michaelmas-day, 13M. Abbot 
John did not undertake the repairs of the church, whatever 
he might have done to the other hnildings, for wo find tiiat 
about this timo the edifice required rebuilding, The follow- 
ing extracts from tlio White Book of Tenures are interesting: — 

Octobre Novembr Ian Dengt xxix Comewaille. 

Edward '^c. A nos chs vadlet) Robt de Eleford nre Seti de '^^'ffont^ 
Com % DcveneS % Jolian de Skirbeekf gardoiii de noa feod) 
illeuqs 1 a vn de eux salu3. N're oh en dieu Abbe do tforde 
110^ ad moustrce f sa peticion a hre conseil grevousement 
conipleignant q vous nre dit feoder lui destreigne} de iour en 
autre p' relief a no^ paier T seute faire a nre Court de 
Bradenessb p' cteines rres '\ teii) es villes de lyntoii Countee- 
bury 1 looford en Countee de DeveneS queles il tient a ce qil 
dit en pure T ppetuelle aumoigne, et en afiermance de son 
estat en oele ptio si ad il moustree devant fire conseil vn fait 
p quel Gueras • de Pilesdoti g^nta 1 p sa cliartre conferma 
a leglise nre dame de fForcle 1 as Moignes illeoqs dieu ^vants 
la tre de lefford T la rre de Cuntcbury ove ses app"'tenances 
ensemblement ove iewe (>entre Cuntebury T lynton qucio ewe 
il retynt de^s lui p' ?me de sa vie la rePaion au dit Abbe. 
A tenir en pure 1 ppetuelle Aumoigne quel doun Henri Tracy 
filz Witt Tracy conferma p sa chartre t ot auxi vne chartre j> 
quele Hen? filz au Count* dona a dieu 1 nre dame de ftbrd 
1 as Moignes illeoqs dieu svant} la Vre de Cuntebury '\ 
lyntori ove tou3 ses app'tenances. A tenir de lui 1 de ses 
heirs en pure '\ ppetucile aumoigne quits de toutea manles 
secnlers ? vices T demandes en manic come Henr de Tracy 
g'^unta meisme la ?re as ditj Moignes empriaht q no^ lui 
veuilliens s" co faire droit p quel p avis de iire conseil vous 
maundons q vous ctifiej nre conseil n loncPs quel estat no^ 
avons en la S^ie des ditea ?res. Et facej diligealment euquerrc 
D quel svice le dit Gueras qi p'nies enfeuffa le dit Abbe tjTit 
les dites tres de Henr de Tracy ou dautre coment ^ en quele 
t OliTcr, p. 317. 
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m&Se, et si le dit Abbe tiegne au?s Pres 1 tenj es dites villes 
q ne sont eotnp'sea en les ditj faitj adonqs quelles ?res cc8 
8ont 1 de qi ces sont teiiu} T, p qucux 3vices Et ent 3 tifies Ere 
conseil entre cy T la xv de seint Hillair psch avenir. Et 
ehargeons vous fire dit feeder q vo^ s"'eeiej do la destresee 
quele vous faites vs le dit Abbe p' lea choses dovaiitdites entre 
ey "^ la dite xv, Et ee ne leesej. Don 1c a Westm le xxix 
iour Doctobr Ian xxix. 

p T. Iev[e]sq3 tlo Wyiic T p bille endossee 
p Skipwitn. 
The White Book of Tenures in ComwaU, 25—39 Edw. III., 
fol. 58. 

•,• At fo. 64 a letter of the Prince, dated at London, 
U July, 30 E. III., that Robert deEleford has fully certified 
to the Council as to the matters above ordered, and directing 
inquiry to be made " si no^ eous lestat le dit monS Henri de 
Tracy en dit Manoir ou del vn 1 del autre," 

Juyl Ian xxxj. Asaudito's 

Timch'iL-s' des accomples de no3 Ministres saluj. Coinent no^ feismes 
Abbact ore tard a"" veer 1 examiner p les sages de fire conseil les 
euquestes p'sos a fire maundement devant Ilobt de Elford fire 
Sen de ComewaiH T DeveneB 1 Johaii de Shirbehs Gardein 
de noj feodj illeoqs 1 devant nre dit conseil ref^neer touch 
labbec 1 covont do fforde avis estolt a nra dit conseil q p"" 
rieu q feust Adonqa trove no' ne dey^'ons seute nautre ^vice 
de eux demander j; reson de ?res oomp'ses en tnesmcs lea 
enquestes si mandasmea p no3 auts tres a noj dit} Seii ^ 
Gardein do feod) qils ne deatreignassent las dit3 Abbe 1 Coven 
p cause doB dites Vres contre reson a ce q semble vous mandona 
p avis de nre dit conseil q a*^ la coinptd du dit Johan lui face} 
desoharger de la some susdite- Et ceate Ire vo^ ent sra garf. 
Don 1c a lond's en lostiel levesq, Dely le xj iour de Jujl Ian 
It xxxj T,c.— Ibid. fol. 76. 

274. John Cliylheglya seems to have succeeded Adam. He 
was Abbot in tbo year 1373, His successor, Walter Burstok, 
was confirmed 16 April, 1378. The proceedinga referred to 
in the following extracts occurred in his time. 

If Abbas de fforde p Johem Crukerfi alt suS op. so iiij"" 

Som'B. die vsus Adani Hodeforde de plito qd rcddat ei quadraginta 

1 duos solid quos ei debet iniuste detinet Ic Et ipe non venit 

Kt pc fuit vie qd sum eu Et vie modo mand qd nichil bet 
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J'o pc est vie qd capiat eu si 1c Ita qd heat corpus ems hie 
a die see Trinitatis in xv dies jp Justic. — ^De Banco Holl, Easter 
9 Rich. II. ra. 104d. 

jl" Ahbas de iforde p Johera Crukerii attorn Buii op. se iiij'" 
die ?siis Robtum C'ornu Chiimler de ptito qd reddat ei qund- 
raginta soUd quos ei debet "l iniuste dotinet Ic Et ipo non 
venit Et stent phir fuit diatv p catalla ad vatenc duoj solid 
Et m p Joftem Hunt 1 Hen? Hilt J'o ipi in mTa Et sicut 
plur dislr qd sit hie a die see Trinitatis in xv dies p Justic. — 
Ibid. m. 151. 

If Abbas de fforde p Jo&em CrukerB atl sua op, se iiij" die 
vsiis Thoma Kevnere T, Elena vSem cius 1 WJltm fit oorsd 
Thome 1 Elene de ptito quare cu de coi coDsilio regni Regis 
Angt puisu sit qd non liceat alicui vastu vendicoeni sen des- 
trucdoera face de rris domih; boscis sou gardinis sibi dimissis 
ad ?minu vita vel annos iidem Thomas Elena '\ Wilto de Pris 
doniib} boscis T gardinis in Thorncombo que Johes de ffar- 
^Tlgdon nup Abbas de iforde pdecssor pdci nunc Ahbis eis 
dimisit ao vita ipojs Thome Eleue 'X WiH fecerunt vastu ven- 
dicocm '\ destruccoem ad exher ecctie ipius nunc Abbis be 
Marie de fforde 1 cont"" forma puisionis jldce T,c Et ipi nmi 
ven Et ^c fiiit vie qil disir qd eos Et vie modo maud qd 
bre adeo tarda 1c J'o sicut priua disfr qd sint hie a die ace 
Trinitatis in xv dies p Justic ad que die vie non miS bre J'o 
aicut pluf distr qd aint hio a die sci Mietlis in xv dies. — Ibid, 
m. 228. 

If Abbas de fforde p Johem Crukern att suii op. se iiij'" 
die vsus Thoma Stremyiigf vicar ecctie de Thomcombe de 
ptito quare cu idem Abfias diis MaSiide Thomecombe cxistat 
t here debeat ipeqj 1 omes pdecessores sui diii Mai^ii pdci a 
tempore quo non exstat momoria ibide here cnnsueuer quand 
cur de hoib) 1 t«nei)tib) suis MaSii ^ci in quoda loco intra 
idem Maniu p cur pdca de trib} septimanis in tres septias 
antiquit vaitat pdcua Thoniaa Nichm Dolour balliuu ipius 
Abbis ad Cur pdcm apud Thornecombo in loco pdco teuend} 
p ^fatu Abbem deputal quomin^ idem Nichus Cur illam ibidem 
tenere potuit vi 1 armis impedinit p quod idem Abbas p6ouu 
quod de Cur pdca si ibidem tenta fiiiaset pcepisse debuisset 
smisit 1 alia enormia Ic ad dampnQ ipius Abbis quadniginta 
librae 1 cont"* pace Reg 1 Et ipe non veii Et sicut priua 
Seeptii fuit vie qd capet eii T Et vie modo maud qd non est 
iDuentus J'o sicut pluf pc est vie qd capiat eii si Ic Ita qd 
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tieat corpus eius bic a die see Trinitatia in vx dies d Jtistic. — 
Ibid. in. 391. 

275. Nicholas was the nest Abbot. His name oeoiu^ as 
early as 1388, Oliver says, but without giving his authority; 
but in one of tlie following entries from die De Banco Roll 
wo have an Abbot Walter, in Hilary Term, 2 Hen. IV. 

Devofi. jf Abbas de fforde p Johem Sparowe att sufl op se iiij*" die 

^sus Lauronclu Archere de pljto quare vi 1; armis arbores 'X 
subboscum ipius Abbis apud Satteburgtl nup crescente^ suo- 
cidit T in sepali piscai-ia sua ifem piscatus I'uit '\ piscem inde 
ac arbores '1 subboscum pdcos ad valenciani vigint! libraa 
cepit 1 aaportauit T: alia enormia ^c. ad g"'ue danipnu Ic. et 
cent"" pace Regf to. Et ipe non ven Et prec fuit vie qd disti^ 
eu Et vie modo uiand qd nichil tset ^c p quod putest dislrj 
J'o prec est vie qd capiat eu si ^c Et siUua Ic Ita qd heat 
corpus eiua hie a die Paache in tres septimanas '^c. — De Banco 
Holl, 19 Hie. II. m. 166. 

Devoe. (T Abbas de ffoi-de p Johem Sparowe aTt suu op se iiij" die 

V8US Georgiii Crukerii 1 Galfrm Smyth de ptito quare vi 1 
armis claui^a ipius Abbis apud BromhilleT Wytlicwylle frege- 
ruut 'X arbores 1 subboscum sues ad valenciam centti solidor^ 
ibm nup crescentcs succider 1 asportauef 1 blada 1 fibam 
sua ad valenciam decem marcas ibm nup crescentia cu qui- 
busdam amis depasti fuenmt conculcauer 1 consumps T alia 
enormia 1c ad g'^ue dampnu 1c et cont'^ pace Hegf 1c Et ipi 
non ven Et pc fuit vie qd attacfSet eos Et vie modo mand qd 
nichil hent 1c. J'o prec est vie qd capiat eos si 1c- Et saluo 
1c. Ita qd beat corpora eos hie a die Fasche in tres sepci- 
maiias 1c. — Ibid. m. 167. 

De»ofi. IT Abbas de fforde p Johem Hparowe att suu op se iiij'" 

die vsus Georgiu Knyf 1 Thoma Ci-ukern ctieum de pHto 
quare vi 1 armis in sopaii piscaria ipius Abbis apud Shyterok 
piscati fuenint 1 piscem inde ad valenciam decern marca^ 
oeper 1 asportauer 1 alia enormia 1c ad gu"*e dampnu 1o et 
cont'" pace Hegf 1c. Et ipi non veil. Et pc fuit vie qd attachet 
eos, Et vie modo mand qd nichil hont 1e. J'o prec est vie qd 
capiat eos si 1c. Et saluo 1e. Ita qd heat corpora eoi-y bic a 
die Paache in troa acptimanas 1c. — Ibid. m. 167. 

DeFoB. [[■ _Abbas de fforde 1 fra? Heur Kernere coraonacus 

eiusdera Abbis p Johem Sparowe attorn auu op se liij'" die 
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Vsas Joftem Crflwele<;h de ptito qd reddat eis quadraginfn T 
sex solidos '\ octo deiiar quos ei debet 1 iniuste detinot Ic. 
Et ipe non vcn Et si'cut pliir fuit disU p catnlla ad Valencia 
duodecim denar Et ilt p Juoiie Donne '\ Luca Moune I'o 
ipi in mTa Et aieut p!ur prec est vie qd distr eu p omes traa 
Ic Et qd de exit ic Et qd heat corpus eius liic a die 
Pasclie in tres septimanas p Justic T.c. — Ibid, ra. 167 d. 

(T Abbas de fforde p Johem 8pwo at? mm op sa iiij'" die 
V8US Jottem att« Wille de ptito quare vi '\ armis bona 1 
catalla ipiua Abbis ad Valencia quadraginta librat apud fibrde 
inuent eepit T aaportauit 1 WalFum Whyte natinu 1 siiientem 
Buu in Suico buo ibtd exi»<tent eepit 1 abduxit p quod idem 
Abbas ^uiciu natiiii T suientis sui pdci p inagnu tenipiis 
amiait 1 alia enormia 'icTcont'^pacem Regis Ic. Et ipo non 
venit Et pc f'uit vie qd attacb eu Et vie modo mand qd nichil 
het I'o pc est vie qd capiat eii si '\c. Ita qd heat corpus 
eius hie a die Pasche in tres septTas p Justic. — Ibitl. ni. 186, 

(f Walrus Abbas, de fforde Robtus Borde Bocher Witts 
atte Horsraylle Johes Baker 1 Stephus Eueray attjich fuerunt 
ad respondend Edwardo Osborne vicario eccHe de Thorne- 
oombe do ptito quare vi \ armis clau»nm ipius Edwanli apud 
Tliorriecombe fregoroiit 1 quatuor vacoaa T sexaginta porm>s 
suos ibidem inuentos cum quibusdam canib3 fugauernnt canes 
illos ad mordend vaccas T. porcos pdcos in tantum incitando 
qd p fuga^em illam % morsus canQ ^dcoi due vaeoe 1 
quadraginta porei pcii decern marcu de vaccis T porcis pdcis 
intierunt 1 vacce ^ porci resldui multiplici? deViorati fiierunt 
ac >'acc}is 1 porcos rosiduos ibidem ceperunt T: imparoauerunt 
'\ DOS ibidem sic imparcatus quousq, idem Edwardus Hnem f 
quadraginta solidos p deliftacoe vaccars 1 poroorf residnorB 
pdcos heiida cum pfatis Abbe Robto Witto Johe '\ Stepho 
fecisaet^ detinuerunt Et alia enormia ei intulerunt adK"'ue 
dampni] ipius Edwardi Et cont*^ pacem dni Rf nup Regis 
Angt fliidi post conquestum 1c Et vnde idem Edwardus p 
Jollem Ooold attorn auii querit' qd pdci Abbas Hofctus Wittw 
Johes 1 Stephus die lune pit post festii aci Michis Anno 
regni dni Rf nup Regis Angt rciodecimo vi T arniis scitt 
gladiis arcubj ^ sagittis clausum ipius Edwardi apud Thorue- 
oombe fregerunt 1. quatuor vaccas T, sexaginta porcos suos 
ibidem inuentos cum quibusdam canibj tugauorunt canes 
illoa ad inordend vaccas 1 porcos pdcos in tantum incit&ndo 
qd D fugacoem illam 1 morsus canu pdco^ due vaoco T 
qaoaragtnta porci pcii 1c de vaccis 1 porcis pdcis inrierunt 
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1 vacce 1 porei rcsidui multipliei? deriorati fuemnt sc vaccas 
1 porcos residuos ibidem cepeniiit 1 imparc&uenuit T eos 
ibiilem sio impnrcntos quouaq, idem Edwardua finem ^c p 
delifcacoe vaceaj T; norcoa residuos pdcors henda cum 
^tia Abbe Hobto Wilto Johe 1 Stepno fecisset. detiimerunt 
Et alia enormia ^c ad g"'ue dampiiii Ic Et con"' pacem 
^c Vnde die qd detioratus est T dampnu ftef ad valenciam 
quadraginta librars Et iiide pduc eeetam '^c. 

Et pdci AbbasRofitUB Witts Joftea 1 Stephus p Tlionmm 
Martyn attorn suu ven Et defend vim '\ iniiir qiiando 1o Et 
die qd ipi in nullrt sunt culpabiles de t"'nsgf pdca put pdcs 
Edwardus supius vsus eoBquerif Etdeboc pon bo sup priam 
Et ^dciis Edwardus similit I'o pc est vie qd venire fac hic a 
die Paecho in xv dies xij ^o p quos T;c Et qui nee 1e ad 
reoogii 1c Quia tam Ic— Ibid. 2 Hen. IV., Hilary, in. 138d. 

As I have said, it will be noticed-ttiat hero we have Walter 
mentioned as Abbot. The explanation may be that the pro- 
ceedings were commenced in Walter Burstok's time, and his 
name continued on tho pleadings after Ills deatli 

(T Abbas de fForde p attorn suu op se iiij'"die vsus Thomara 
Splent de plitn qd reddat ei ronabilem oompotum suu de 
tempe quo fuit balliuus suus in Westforde 1 receptor denariora 
ipius Abbis Et ipi non ven Et prec fuit vie qd sum eum '\c 
Et vie modo mand qd nichil het tc I'o prec est vie qd capiat 
eum si 1.C Et eahio Ic Ita qd heat corpus eius hio a die Pascho 
in vnu Mensem la. — Ibid. m. 459. 

De Banco Roll; Trin. 2 Henry IV. 

)]" Abbas do flTorde d attorn suu op se iiij" die vsus Thoniani 
Splent de ptito qd ei reddat ei ronabilem compotu suu de 
tempore quo fuit tiaUi\-us suis in Westforfle 1 receptor denarioa 
ipius Abbis Et ipe nou ven Et sicut prius prec fttit vie qd 
capet eum Ic Et vie modo non misit bre 1c I'o sicut plur 
capitaf^qd sit hic in Octab sci MJefeisTc. — Ibid. Trin. 2 Hon. 
IV,, m. 2958. 

jf Aljbas de fforde p atlorfi suii op se iiij"' die Vsus Jobem 
Smj-th de Tale 1 Johem Soger de Taletoii de ptito qunre vi 1 
annis clausa ipius Abbis apud Tale fi'egerunt 1 libam waiTenna 
sua ibm intravcrunt 1 in ea sine licencia 1 voluntate sua 
fugaverunt 1 in sepali piscai'ia sua ibm piscati fuemnt 1 
piscem inde ad valenc centu soiido^ ac lepores cuniclos phasi- 
anos 1 pdices de warrenna pdca ceperunt 1 asportaverunt et 
aha enormia Ic et cont"" pacem Ic Et ipi non ven Et prec fiiit 
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vie Hfl attach eos T,c Etvicmnndqdnicliii heutlc I'o capiant' 

;~(l aint hie in Oetabis sci Mictiis Ic. — Ibid., Trinity, 8 Hen. 
v., m. 409. 

276. Of the succeeding abbots until the lost we know very 
little. John Bokeland was contirmed 10 Jnne, 1419. Richard 
succeeded him. Hubert occurs in 1448. 

(J" Abbas de fforde p attorn suu op se iiij'" die vans Gilbtum 
Pyper alias dcm Gilbtum Boteawayn do Elieworth in Com 
DorB husbondman do ntito f^nsgf Etipenonveii Etprecfiiit 
vie qd attachet eii 1c Et vie retorn qd ipi nichil het Ic p quod 
1c I'o prec eat vie qd capiat eu si 1c Et salvo le Ita qd Heat 
corpus eius coram dno Itege a die sci Hillar in xv dies vbicuq} 
ic Et vnde in xv sci Martini Ic, — Coram Rege Roll, Mich. 
I Hon. VI , m. 35. 

277. Tlie next entry in the De Banco Roll relating to Ford 
gives the name of Walter, and thus enables tne to atltl a new 
abbot to the list. Tiiis is un the Roll for Michaelmas term, 
38 Hen. VI. 

(T Walrus Abbas de tTorda p attorn suii op se iiij" die vsua 
Walftim Colebroke de {mrochia de Coinmirtnn in Coin ^dco 
Gentilman de plito quare cum idem Abbas in fewlo suo apud 
rjolbroke p conS 1 suiciis sibi debitis p Walrum Holway 
VuienE auii quedam auia capi fecisaet 1 idem Walrus Holway 
auia ilia scdra legem 1 cons regiii Regis Angt imparcare 
volnisset pdcus Wal?us Colbroke aiiia Sdca vl 1 armia res- 
CQSsit Et alia enormia Ic ad g""ue dampnu 1c El cont"^ 
pacom Regis 1c. Et ipe non ven, Et prec fiiit vie sicut 
prius qd distr eum 1c. Et vie moJo mand qd distr est p 
ofttalla ad valenc duodecim denar. Et manuc p Edm Mate 
1 Bicm Ware. I'o ipi in mia. Et sicut plur dialr qd sit hie 
in Oetabis sci HillaT Ad que diem vie non mis bre I'o sicut 
pluf distr qd ait hie a die Pasche in vx dies 1c. — De Banco 
HoU Mich. 38 Hen. VI. m. 52d. 

278. My last extract, too, refers to a claim made in the 
time of Walter, the newly found Abbot. 

Wal^ua Abbas de fforde p attorii suu op se iiij'" die v'sus 
Robtum Cammett de ffytelford in Coin DorS G«ntilman alias 
dcm Robtum Cammett de Cammett in Coin DorS GeKlosmn 
de ptito qd reddat ei decern libras quas ei debet 1 iniuste 
2c 
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detiiiet T^c. Et l{e non ven. Et prec fiiit vie sicut priu» qd 
capet eum '^c. Et vie modo maud qd noii est iiiuenT '^c. 
I'o sicut pluf capiaf qd sit hie in Octabis sci Hillar Ic. — 
Ibid. 253. 

279. Then comes Elias, in 1462, aud William White, who 
was apparently Abbot for upwards of thirty years, from at 
least as early us 1490 to 1521. 

280. The la»t Abbot, Thomas Cliarde, otLerwise Tybbes, 
haa left somethinc more than a name. He was one of the 
most diatinguished men of whom the Abbey coidd boast. He 
was not only an eminent scholar and divine, but the biiild- 
iugs at Ford show him to have been an artist of no mean 
capabilities. Dr. Oliver has given a memoir, and Dr. J. H. 
Pring has dealt with the history of his life in fuller detail.* 
He succeeded in 1621. An account of his various prefer- 
ments, some probably of great value, and given Iiira to 
support to some extent his dignity as Sutl'ragan Bishop to 
his IJiocesan, Oldham, will be found in the memoirs to which 
I have referred. He was evidently fond of bnilding, and 
remodelled the domestic buildings at Ford on n scale of great 
magnificence. The beautiful tower, the north walk of the 
cloister, all that now exists, and the new refectory, with his 
initials, mitre, aud abbot's cap, wore as much admired by 
his contemporaries as by succeeding generations. He sur- 
rendered his house 8th March, 153J), at which time tliere was 
the full number of thirteen monks. He did not survive the 
fall long, dying full of years and honours early in 1544. 

281. Thus Ford shared the fate of its sister houses. They 
were all surrendered in 1538-9, but in all probability no 
buildings were so perfect, and none were abandoned with 
greater grief than this important foimdatiou. Its revenues 
amounted to £374 10a. (>}d., according to Dugdale, and its 

-possessions, besides tliose in the immediate neighbourhood of 
the Abbey, extendeil into the adjoining counties of Somerset 
and Dorset, aud as far as Lynton and Countisbury on the north 
coast. 

282. Tlie historj- of the Abbey after tlie dissolution is well 
known, as it becamo the home of many distinguished families. 
It and the adjoining land was first leased to Richard Pollard lor 
aterm of twenty-one years, at an annual rental of £49 6s. 6d., 
but the following year, 23rd June, 1540, the lessee obtained 
from the king a conveyance in fee. Sir John Pollard suc- 
ceeded his father, and nold Foi-d Abbey to his cousin, Sir 
Amias Poulett, of whom William Roaewell, Queeu Elizabeth's 

• A Memoir of Thoiiiai C/tard. D.D.. by James Hnrlj I'ring, M.D.. 1804, 
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Solicitor- General, bought it; and liis son, Sir Henry Rosewell, 
sold it to Edmund Prideaux, who, employing Inigo Jones, 
proceeded to convert the domestic buildings of tbo convent 
into a mansion, at what must have been a great expenditure. 
In the Prideaux, Gwyu, and Fraunceis families tlie Abbey 
oontiiiued down to 1847, when on the death of JohnFraunceis 
Gwyn it was sold to G. F. W. Miles, Esq., by whom however 
it was not long retained, the present owner, Herbert Evans, 
Esq , becoming its iwsaessor by purchase. 

283. No Cistercian building in England, ])erhapB none in 
the world, remains in so perfect a state as that of Ford. Tlie 
site is on the south of the Axe river, the formation of the 
ground com[>e]Iing the monks to t^ke that bank of tlte river 
instead of, as they preferred, the north. The stream flowing 
into the river rises in the ground south of the Abbey, and the 
fish ponds wliicli were constructed in its course still remain, 
although somewhat altered in shape. The principal entrance 
is now from the east, and the visitor approaching the Abbey 
walks over the foundations of the antient churdi, and treads 
under foot tlie dust of stately ecclesiastics and noble founders. 

284. Not a vestige remains of the monastic church, Tiie 
entrance road crosses the north aisle, and the south side of 
the cloister. Tliis was not consecrated until 1239, but it 
must not be supposed that there was no building for divine 
8er\ice until that time, Tlie whole of tJie buildings were in 
all probability laid out from the beginning, and the work 
completed as the bounty of the faithlnl allowed. It was tlie 
iinisued cliurch no doubt that was consecrated nearly a centoiy 
after the monks left Brightley. Within its walls the remains 
of Richard the Visamnt, Kiohard the Abbot, Adelicia( 11421, 
Hawisia de Courtonay (1209), Reginald or William de 
Courtenay (1192-94), R.>bert de Courtenay (1242), and John 
de Courtenay (1273), found resting places. 

285. Turning to the right we shall enter a building Btted 
up as a chapel, and usuaify considered to be the clmroS of tlie 
Abbey. This is a chamber of the greatest interest, it being 
ill fact no other than tlie chapter house of the monks. It is 
of twelfth-ceutury work, transitional Norman, with pointed 
vault of two bays. In the extensive alterations of the Abbey 
made by Edmund Prideaux, tliis was converted into the 
domestic chapel of the mansion, and here Cromwell's Attorney- 
General was buried In \659. On the walls are variotis 
memorial tablets. 

28fi. Over the chapter-house would be originally the library. 

This is now completely altered into a spacious modern room. 

2c2 
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Through the library t)ie monks passed from tlioir dormitory 
to the church, the staircnse leading down to it being probably 
in the north transept. 

287. Still passing northward we enter a vaulted chamber 
originally nearly 170 feet long, and divided by a centi-al row 
of eleven columns, all of which with the vaulting are perfect. 
This building is of rather later date than the chapter -house, 
and tlie work is of an elegant and delicate description. Over 
it is the dormitory of the monks, almost perfect, although now 
divide<l up to furnish sleeping a])artmentg for the servants of 
the mansion. 

288. Retracing our steps we come to the south front of tlie 
house, and find ourselves in tlie north walk of the cloister. 
This is eighty-two feet in length. All but this aide is destroyed, 
and tlie beautiful Perpendicular work is that of Charde the 
last Abbot, whose memory is so intimately interwoven witli 
Ford. He did not scruple here to mingle his initials, T. C, 
and his episco)}al and aobatial insignia, with the arms of the 
Abbey and Ihe King, on the many shields which decorate the 
spaces between the buttresses and between and over the 
tracery. Within the existing portion of the cloister and on 
the north may be traced tlie ancient refectory {of the later we 
shall speak presently), althongh it is blocked up witli modern 
partitions. The kitclten of the monastery remains tlie kitchen 
of the mansion. 

289. We now come to the domus conversoTum, but a small 
portion only of It remains. In its original state it extended 
northward from the church, probably as far as the diverted 
stream, which formed the common sewer of the house, and 
was therefore at least two hundred feet long, the breadth 
being twenty-six feet The whole of this however was not 
occu|)ied by the convent, as traces of divisions can be made 
out. Over were the dormitories of the lay bretliren. 

290. We now enter the hall, which is really the eastern end 
of the new refectory of Abbot Charde. Jn its original state 
this fine room was one hundred and fifteen feet long. The 
western part was divided and altered by Inigo Jones to form 
the state apartments, and, shorn as it is now of its fair propor- 
tions, it still remains a very fine apartment. 

291. The barn still remains, and between it and the western 
end of Charde's refectory may be found remains, probably of 
the gatehouse ; for it was on this side, not on the east, that tlie 
entrance formerly was. 

292. The alterations made by Inigo Jones, while to a great 
extent destroying many of the ancient features and disfiguring 
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Oie fine work of Cliarde, and mutilating its proportions, 
tended to make the abbey a convenient and comniodiouB 
residence. The dining and drawing roomB are good apart- 
ments with elaborate ceilings, and the staircase and saloon 
are finely designed. But still, in spite of the interference 
with his architecture and tlie incongruities of Inigo Jones's 
additions, Charde's work remains pre-eminently beautifiil, 
and renders Fonl Abbey perhaps the most interesting building 
architecturally, as it is archseologically, in tlie west countrT,', 

293. Tho property of the Aboey was not of great extent, 
although at the dissolution its annual value was second only 
to tliat of Buckfast. It was, as I have said, situated in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the Abbey, in the north of the 
count)", at Ljnton and Countisbury, and in Somerset and 
Dorset. Besides Adelicia, the later Courtenays endowed Ford 
with some of their wcaltli and the Poineroys also were its 
benefactors. 

294. The arms of tlie Abbey were a stag's head oaboshed, 
and the shields containing them may be found In various parts 
of the buildings of C'harde, 

295. The seals of the Abbey so ftr known are but two. 
One described by Oliver is oval, '• divided into three com- 
partments. In tho ujiper part, between two pointed windows, 
a belt appears susjiended in a steeple. In tlie canopy beneath. 
is the Blessed Virgin and Divine Intant. On the dexter side 
is the Courtenay shield, Or, tliree torteaux, with a label of 
thi-ee points. On the sinister is the shield of Beaumont, 
Barry of six vairy and gules. Below is an Abbot erect, 
holding his crozicr in his right hand and a book in his left, 
and tiiree persons on tlieir knees," The legend is, 

S. tfTommiinc ifionaateiit Ueale ifitartr lie jFortfl. 
Anotlier seal, and one not hitherto described, is said to 
r^resent the Abbot between two shields, on tlie dexter that 
ot the Courtenays, and on the sinister a lion rampant. A 
legend surrounds tlie device. This seal is appended te a grant 
from William Toterigge and Mabilla his wife to Edward 
Blakforde, John Forde Cnpellanus, and others, of tenements 
in Sperhay. This deed was for sale by a firm of London 
booksellers in 1875, but I have not been able to trace its 
present owner. 

296. Witli this brief account of Ford I bring to a close 
this series of pajiers on tlie Cistercian Houses of Devon, and 
trust that I have been enabled to add a little to their some- 
what meagre liistorj-. 
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APPENDIX. 



List of the Abbots of Ford. 



Name. 


Date. 


Aathorities. 


Eichard. 


1136 


Harleian MSB. 


Robert de Penynton 


1137-1168? 


Do. 


Baldwin. 


-1181 ? 


Various. 


Robert .... 


. . 


Harleian MSS. 


John .... 


1191-1120 


Leland and Varions. 


John . . . 


Until 1236 


Feet of Fines and Docu- 
ments. 


Roger .... 


Tn 1236 


Documents. 


John de Warwick . 


Died in 1246 


Harleian MSS. 


Adam .... 


. • 


Do. Oliver. 


William 


Died 1262 


01iver,Dugdale,and various. 


William of Crukeme 


1262 


Various. 


NicbolaB 


From 1283 


Episcopal Register. 


William de Fria 


Resigned 1297 


Various. 


flenry .... 


In 1312 


OHver. 


William. 


From 1319 


Episcopal Registers. 


John .... 


. . 


Do. 


John de Ghidley 


From 1330 


Do. 


Adam .... 


From 1354 


Do. 


John Chylheglys . 


In 1373 


Do. 


Walter Bm^tok . 


From 1378 


Do. 


Nicholas 


In 1388 




Walter? 


. • 


See par. 275. 


John Bokeland 


From 1419 


Episcopal Registers. 


Richard • 


. • 


Oliver. 


Robert .... 


In 1448 


Oliver. 


Walter .... 


In 1460 


De Banco Roll. 


Elias .... 


In 1462 


Oliver. 


William White . 


In 1490 


Various. 


Thomas Charde 


1521-1539 


Various. 



NEWENHAM ABBEY. 

Mr. Davidson has very kindly furnialieJ me with a traiia- 
oript from the Cartulary of Glastonbury, in tlie Bodleian 
Library, relating to Newcnham Abbey, which I am very glad 
to be able to add here. 

The following seems to have been the substance of the 
dispute. 

The manor and hundred of Axminster, which belonged at 
the Conquest to the King, were, by a donation in the year 
1246, grant4;d hy Reginald de Mohun to the Abbey of 
Newenham. The grant of the hundred carried with it the 
right to have suit (serla) and service {servUium) from tlie 
owners of the several tithinga in the hundred, at the hundred 
court, when the sheriff made his visitation or tourn. One of 
tlie tithings in Axminster hundred was Uplyme, of which 
manor the Abbot of Grlastonbury was lord ; and it is to bo 
presumed that from and atler 1246 the seneschal of the 
Abbot of Glastonbury, on each occasion of a sheriffs toum 
being held at Axminster, presented himself and did suit 
(eecta) to the Abbot of Neweiiliam for the tithing of Uplyme, 
This " doing suit of oourt" had been and might be commuted 
to a payment of ten shillings a reiir for the sheriff's toum, and 
a yearly rent of 6s. 8d. for horderisgeld, " hordarii gelduin," 
or treasurer's tax, which seems to have been a peculiar 
impost payable to a religious house when lords of n manor. 
It happened, however, that upon the death of an Abbot of 
Glastonbury, the fruits of the Abbey possessions became 
vested in the crown during the vacancy, and the seneschal 
neglected cither to do suit of court, or to pay eitlier the fee 
due at the hundred court to the lord of the manor, or the 
treasurer's tax, due to the Abbot of Newenham. Thereupon 
it was alleged, a number of persons, twelve of whom are 
named, went over from Newennam and its noighbourhood to 
Uplyme, entered an enclosed field belonging to the Abbot of 
Glastonbury, and there burnt some growing ni»hes and 
other standing crops. At the same time one Robert Tudde, 
bailiff of Axminst«r, seised and carried off 37 beasts belong- 
ing to the Abbot, by way of distress for non-payment of the 
fees due at tlie last sheriA's toum. Tins led to a process of law 
Ijeing instituted. A writ was issued to the sheriff to inquire 
into tlie truth of the alleged enormities, and to attach the 
wrong-doers. The return made by tlie jurors on the iolh of 
January, 1275, established the truth of the charges, and on 
the 5tn of February following a wTit was issued by the 
Crown, dated at It^ing, which was in tlie nature ul' a 
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decree or judgmoiit. It took the form of commanding the 
Slieriff of Uevoii to take bail for tlie apjwnraiice of the 
fijllowing persons — Jobn, Abbot of Ncweiiliani, Brother 
Henry de la BoiieJe, Luke le Menser, WilHiiiii Kiissel, 
William Todde, Richard de CleyhuHe, Nicholas Pin, and 
Nicholas Dare, to shew cause why they, togetlier with 
Bicliard le Berker, Richard the son of Amiable of Shapwick, 
John of Egelcumbe, Johu the son of Richard Care, anti 
William Salomon, aud others, committed the acts above 
mentioned ; alao to shew caune wliy they did not appear on 
the morrow of the Purification of the Virgin {2nd February) 
as summoned by their sureties. The names of tbe sureties, 
are then given. 



For the Abbot 

For tlie Friar Henry of Bouere 

For Luke le Messcr 

For William 

For Robert Tudde 

For Nicholas de Cleihulle 

For Nicholaa Pin 

For Nicholas Dare 



Robert Squire I. 
Reginald Faytb. 
Adam Scurel. 
Thomas Fait. 
Reginald Gladenine. 
William Velfais. 
Reginald Copiner. 
Wniiam Blonoch. 
Hugh Douile. 
Thomas Eal. 
Richard le Potters. 
Nicholas Pin. 
Richard Hum as. 
Walter Grey. 
Thomas Grugg, 
Thomas Tannur. 



The wTit goes on to direct the sherifiF to take bail for Richard 
le Berker, and tbe other delinquents named, to appear and 
shew cause together with the eight defendants for whom bail 
bad been taken before. 

Tlie narrative of tbe law-suit is here interrupted in order to 
Introduce an agreement, made in October, 1275, between the 
Abbots of Glastonbury and Newenbam, with regaixl to tlie 
boundaries of some contiguouB lands, whereby in considera- 
tion of thirty marks paid by the Abbot of Newenbam to the 
Abbot of Glastonbury, the dispute was settled, and all legal 
proceedings stayed. 

We then find an entry of a deed of release and quit-cUim 
on the part of the Abbot of Newenbam to tbe Abbot of 
Gla.stonbury of the hundred suit and aherift'a toum due to 
the former in respect of Uplyme, in consideration of forty 
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marks paid by the latter to llie former. This last mentioned 
deed is to be found in tlie rep;ister of Newenhani, and has 
been already obsen-od upon.* 

This is a transcript of the original — 

MSS. Bodh Woodi. 212J). 

Jf Processus placiti ijitor dmn rcgem et abbatom do Newen- 
ham pro tras in manerio de vplim abbis Glastonie. 

Breve origin ale. 

Rex vicecomiti Devonie sahitom quia accepim^ quod qui- 
dam malefactores t pacis nre perturbatores nuper ucnerunt 
ad quondam seiieralem posturam in vplim que perlinot ad 
abatliiam Gtlastonie in manu ni^a esistcnte racione vacionia 
ctiiusiiam 1; do qua vltimus abbas eiusdem abbatliie obiit 
seiaiau et jaun¥ 1 alia in eadem pastura crescentia conibua- 
flerunt "I alia enormia ibidem perpotraucrnnt ad graue 
dauipnu ipius abbntlue in nostri contempt^ manifcstum 1 
contra pacem nram tibi pcipimus quod per aacramenhim 
probomm 1 legaliu holm de balliua tna per quod rei ueritas 
melius sciri poterit diHgeuter inquirajs qui predicts transgr' 
fecerunt T omnes illos quos per inquisicionem illam inde 
culpnbilea inueneria attachies ita quod hiJas corpora eorum 
eora nobis in crastino Porificacois beate Marie vbieum^ 
tunc fuerimus in anglia ad reapoudend nobis de transgressiou 
pdiuta et habeas ibi hoc breue. Teste mc ipo apud Marle- 
berghe '\c. 

lb. 212 b. 

Inquisicio capta apd? exouJam per pdict brc. p, 

Inquisicio capta apud Exoniam die veneris in festo con- 
neraionia sancti Pauli anno regni Regis Eilwardi tercio qui 
male&ctores 1 pacis Domini Regis perturbatorea nuper 
uenerunt in quandgm se)>eralem pasturam in vjilim que 
pertinet ad abbathiam Glastonie et janta et aha in eadem 
pastura crescentia combuscerant 'X alia enormia ibidem per- 
petrauerunt in pjudiciu Domini Regis ad dampnum ipius 
abbte manifestum T. contra pacem domini regis per sacrainlum 
Juhannie de Hitono, Joliannis fit Galfi'id, Rog dc Clauile, 
Uugonis do Raleigh, Willi de la uerge, Willi v inortbelieie 
Wifli de Cranesweye, Henrici de Hayuile, Philippi de Combe, 
Willi de esse, Roberti Russol, Roberto Pur, WaJtero Wering, 
Henrico de Wicrofte, Henrico de Hale, Riearuo de Boclande, 
Roberto Benener, Nicholai de la Forde, Jortlano de la 
Roche, Jordan i de Harecnmbe et Walteri de Fraunceis Qui 
dicunt auper sacramentum auum quod Henricus de la bouecte 
• Dmidson. HUl. nf A'cn^ahaui Abtify. pp. 2t. 25. 
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de Niwenlmra fmter Ricordiis de la Beker', Lucas le messer 
de Nvwenlmm, Willm Russel de la bate, Bnberlus Toddo 
Rie^ filius amiable de Bchnjiewik, Jobanuea de Egek-umbe, 
Johannes filius Ricardi Care de Egetciimbe, Henr^ tilius 
Dniiid de Egelpiinibe, Johannes de la Sale, Ricardus Wrange. 
Ric^ faber 1 WJIlnis Salomon '\ alii multi quorum nomina 
ignorant vi T at'mis vpnerunt ad terrain abbie Glaatouie in 
vplini que est iii maiiu do mini regis raeione uacationis 
abbathie predicte 1 janta ipius abbie QIaatonie in eodem 
manerlo creacentia contra jjacem diii regis [combusserunt]. 
Et dicunt quod Robertus Tudde ballinus de Axminstre alia 
enormia ibidem fecit videlicet cepit triginta '\ septum aii'ia 
ipius abbie Glaaton pro qiLadam secta quam exigit abbas de 
Kiwonham ab abbatem Ulastonie ad turnu quod senescallua 
ipius abbis teuuit in vltimo hundredo suo quoti tonuerunt post 
festum eancti Michaelis vbi pdictus abbas Glastonie nullam 
secta debet nee homines sui nee etiam homines de feodo ipius 
abbatis Glaatonio eo quod quieti sunt per carta abbatis et 
conuentus de Newenliam. In cuius rei testimoniu hulc 
inquj'sitioni sigdla sua alternatiui apposuerunt. Dae dictis 
die "^ anno, 

LBreue judicii. 
X vieeoomiti deuonie salutem. Pone per uadiam '1 
meliores pleg^ Johanne abbatem de niweuham fratrem 
lienricu de la uonei, tucam ie messor, WJIlin Russel, Williu 
Todde, Richm do cleyhnlle, Nicholaum Pin 1 nichm dare 
quod sint coram nobis a die pasche in quinta septim ad 
rnded' nobis de placito quare ipl simul cum fre Ricardo le 
bcrker, Ilicco filio amiable de scliapewik, Johne de egelcumbe, 
Johanne tilio Ricci Care et Willmo Salomon et alii uupor 
uenerunt ad quaradam seperalem pastur* in vplim que 
pertinct ad abbatbiam Olastonie in manu nra exiatente 
oceasione vacationis eiusdem 1 de qua ultimua eiusdem 
abbathie obiit seisiail et ianot '\ alia in eadem pastora 
crescentia combusserunt 1 uia enormia ibidem perpetrauerunt 
ad grave dampnii ipius abbie et nostri contemptum manifestum 
et contra pacem noatram nt dicitur. Et ad ostendenduin 
quare non fuerunt coram nobia in crastino purificationis beate 
marie sicat attachiati fuerunt % siimoniti per bonoa saSi. 
Hobertum Squirel 1 Re^nad' &yth primos uel p'dicti 
Jofaaunis abbis de Newenham ^ adam Scurel 'X Ihoina fait 
primos pl'jSdicti fratria benriei de la bouer' Et regni*^ Glade- 
wine et Willni velfais Smos pl'predicti Inne le messer. Et 
reginaldus copiner et Willin blonocJi primos ple§ predieti 
Will'i 1 bu^ douile T: thorn bal. primos prpredJcti Roberti 
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Tudde T Ricm le pottero t niehni pin primoa pl'pdicti iiicVi 
(le cleihulle % ricrm Immas T Walteruni Grev pmos prpclicti 
nieh'i pin. Thorn Grugg* T Thorn taunur primoB pi' p'dicti 
nichi rinre quod siiit coram nobis ad prefatam terminiii ante 
iudiciG suu de hoc rjuod non hueruiit predictor Johannem 
alibatcni de Niwenhara 1 alios coram nobis in craetino 
purification is beate marie sicut eos pleg precipim^ tibi quod 
no ooimittns propter Hbertntem abbatis qum ponas per vad' T 
saluos pleg pdictos fratrem Ricardum le berker, Ricrm filium 
amabile de schapwik, Johannem de Egelcombo ~t alios quod 
aint coram nobis ad pfatum tcrmitiu ad respond en dum 
nobis simul cum pdictis Johanne abbate de Niwcnham 1 
aliis dc predicto placito. Et vnde tn tpc nobis mandasti in 
crastino pur" be mar" quod preeeperaa balliiiis predicts 
libertait' quod attaehia'^ pdictot frcni Riccm le berker 1 alios 
quod ecnt coram nobis nd euudeni terminii ad respondendum 
nobis simul cum pdictis Johanne abbate de Nievenham T 
aliis de predicto plaoitn qui niclnl mde fecerunt 1 habeas ibi 
nomina secundoj jile^ 1 "tarn [ile^ 1 hoc bre. Tes^ 6" de 
henghnni apud Itadinge i" die Jebrf anno regni nri tercio. 

Memorandum quod cum eet contencio inter uiros religiosos 
dominum Johannem abbatem 1 couentum Qlaetonie ex una 
parte t Johannem abbatem 1 couuentum de Niwenham ex 
parte altera super teiTamm suaruni sese contingenaciu ter- 
minis atq, metis tandem pdictus abbas de Niwenliam volens 
nee ButTerens diucius durare sed omnino nolens dirimere 
litis materiam ante mote pro se '\ conuentu suo uadiauit 
Sdictis abbati et conuentui Giastonie triginta marcas pro 
bono paois T ob captandam ab cisdem graciam T fanorera. 
Ila quod p'dictus abbas T coniicntus de Newenham predictis 
abbati '\ conuentui Glastonie dabunt et aoluent Decern marcas 
argenti de summa p'dictaruni triginta marcarum citra nat' 
domini proxiin fiitua et residue xx marcaru de summa 
eadem ex predietorum abfcis T, conuentus Glastonie tali cou- 
dicione 1 modo siint posile in respectu ut si bene ae gesserunl 
abbas 1 eonuent^ de Newenha erga abbatem '\ conuentum 
Glastonie nnminatim in negocio perambulation is utriusque 
partis assensu inter terras suas faciendis quam neutra pars 
uUo male ingenio imfietliet nee peruertet. Statim peracto 
negooio penitua remittentur nee alteruiri parte corapetet actio 
per psentes. Dat london rneni oc? anno diii m''.cc. septua- 
gesaTo qnto, 

If CartA abbi de Newenha de quictadamancia eectti bondr 
1 torno vicecom de vplim. 

Omnibus has literas visuris uel audituris Henricus di gratia 
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abbna de Niwenham 1 eiusde loci coniientus salutem eternam 
in (!nij. Noiiert uninersitas uestra uob pro nob' et Bucces- 
soribua iiois iiiiperpeluu remisisse et quietumclaraasse domino 
micKi abbati glas^ ct eiuBdem loci cotiuontui 1 eccHe Glas- 
tonio totum iiis 1 clameum quod buimus uel hero potuimus 
versus ipni abbatem glaBtonie '1 Biicceaaores suos'^ oiunea hom- 
ines auoa '\ o9 homineB de feodis Btiia dc manerio suo do \-pIim 
de sect hundred' 1 torno vit? que nos exegimuB ab e'la ad 
hundred' nostrum de axeminatro quod habemus de done 
reginaldi de moun 1 coufirmacione domiui henrici regis 61ii 
regis Johannis 1 similiter de sesdeceim solid' T. octo dejiar" 
quos exegimus ab eisdem per annii vnde decern eolidos aunt 
de turno viceeom et vj sol' et viij d' sunt de quodam redditu 
qui uoeatur Iiordereageld' vnde inplacitauimus predictum 
niicliaelem abbatem per breuo domini regis in oomi? exon. 
Ita quod nee nos nee successores nostri unquam in posleruni 
clamaro uel exigere poterimus de predictis abbate nee conuentu 
Glaatoii nee eorum auccessoribua noc etiam ab hominibus suia 
nee ab hominibus de food' suis de pdicto manerio de vplim 
aliquam sectam ant pdictos sexdecim soltdos 1 iiij denar per 
annu uel aliquod aliud quod ad nos uel successores nostroa 
aliquo occasione tempore predict! hundredi nri de Aseminstre 
accidere poterit. Hoc solumodo aaluo nobis ^ successoribus 
nris quod si balliuos nroa abbatis % couuentus de \'plim in 
executione mandati dni regis quod per bre suum viceeom 
deuonie demandat^ fuerit T postea uobia per retumu per ipm 
vicecoih de niandat^ fuerit 1 noa postea idem mandatimi per 
retumu predictia ballivia ipius abbatis de vplim deinanda- 
uerimus negligentes ee constiterit ita quod mandatum domini 
regis in hac pai-to non fuerint {etc) execiiti, bene licebit tunc 
ballivo de axeminatre qui pro tempore fuit tanquam balliuo 
viceeom '^ non tanquam balliuo nfo prediotiun maueriuni <le 
vplim intrarel mandatum illud ea nice exocutioni deniandare, 
ita quod uec pdictus abbati T, conuentui Glastonie nee eccTe 
Glaatonio nee hominibus suis de vplim per mandati ilUus 
executioni aliquod unquam in posterum preiudiciu gone- 
retur omnos autem preacriptas libertates jiredictis abbati 1, 
convontui Glastonie ae ecctie Glastonie contra omnea homines 
1 feminas imperpetuu warantizabimus 1. pro hac rcmissione 
1 quiolaclaniancia ae warcntia iddem abbas '\ conuentiis 
Glastonie dederunt noti quadroginta mai'cas. In cuius rei 
testimoniS huie scripto sigillum nrm apposui hiia testib} 
dominis Reginaldo de moun, Henrico de traci, Jobc balon, 
Waltero de hathoii tunc vicecotn deuon, Willmo de leighe 
militib}, Willmo le bray, Bicfo de Craswelle T aliia. 
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